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“SIR—THE GUARD 35 FORMED!"

This picture of guard-mountiog is ono of e culint Civil War cavsley
Phatographs. 1t was taken i 1561 nt lhe Cavalry Scheol of Practxe nnd
Recruiting Depot. at Cardiste tamracks. Peunnylvania.  The gunnd wears full.dnese

uniform. ‘The adjulant is presenting it (o the new Officer of thic Day, on the sight.
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CETAND TO HORSE!" AN AMERICAN VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAXN, OCTORER. 1562

“He's not o regolar—hbot he's ‘smart.’™  This trbate to the soldierly bearing of the trooper above was
bestowed, lorty-nine years after the taking of the picture, by an officer of the L, 5 cavalry, limaell o Civil
War veteran,  The recipient of such high praise is seen as he “stood to horse™ o month after the battle
of Antictam, The war was only in its second vear, but his drill i= guite according to army regulations

hand to bridle, six inchies from the bit.  His steady glance as e peers from beneath his hat into the sun-
light tells its own story. Days and nights in the saddle without food or sleep, sometimes riding along the
B0-mile picket-line in front of the Army of the Potomae, sometimes faced by sudden encounters with the
Southern raiders, have all taught him the needed confidence in himself, his horse, and his egquipoment,
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PREFACE

[} the public at large, the volume prepared by General Redenbough and his associntes
T will be not only instruetive but decidedly novel in its view-point. In the popular
conception the cavalryman figures as the most dashing and care-free among soldiers.
He is associated primarily with charges at a gallop to the sound of elishing sabers and bugle
calls, and with thrilling reseues on the Beld. '

Adventurous, indeed, are the exploits of “Jeb™ Stuart, Custer, and others recountd
in the pages that follow, together with the typieal reminiscences foom e, Wyeth.

The charneteristie that stands dominant, however, throughout this veluome shows that
the soldiers in the eavaley branch were peculiarly responsible,  Not only must they main-
tain o highly trained militant organization, ready to fight with equal efficiency cither
mounted or on foot, but to them fell the eare of valuable, and frequently scarce, animals,
the protection of the armics” supplies, the transmission of important messnges, and dozens
more speeinl duties which must usually be performed on the cavalryman’s own initiative.
U sueh detached duty there was lacking the shoulder to shoulder comradeship thet luege
masses of troops enjoy.  Confronted by darkness, distance. and danger, the trooper must
carry ol his orders with few companions, or alone.

The discussion of organization and equipment is most important to an understanding
of the envaleyman as he actually worked. The Pedernl methods, deseribed atb length in this
volume, naturally involved a larger svstem and o more elaborate growth than thoss of the
South with itz waning resources.  In other respects, however, the Confederate organization
differed from that of the Union. The feching for locality in the South monifested isell
at the beginning of the war through the formation of companies and regiments on a geo-
graphical basis, and e election of officers by the men of the companies themselves,  Thus,
in spite of the want of military arms and ordnance stores, and the later dizastrous searcity of
horses, the Confederates “hung together™ in a manner that recalls the English veomen
archers who fought so stundily, county by county.

Altogether it was a gallant and devoted part that the Ameriean eavalrvman, Federal
or Confederate, played on his hard-riding raids and his outpost duty, as well as his better-
known battles and charges, from 1861 {o 1863,

Tur PupLisAERS.



CHAPTER

ONE

THE EVOLUTION
OF THE
AMERICAN CAVALRYMAN




THE FIRST EXFERIMENT

The men en dreas parsde here, in 1882, are much smarier, with their band and white gloves, their immacalale uniforms and hosses all
of one codor, than the troopers in the field o year later. 1t was not known al that time how important & part the cavalry was to play in
the great war. The orgnnization of this three months' regiment was reloctantly authorzed by the War Depariment in Washington.
These are the Seventh New York Cavalrey, the * Black Hosse,” organieed al Troy, madered in November 6, 1881, and muastered out
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SEVENTH NEW YOHRR CAVALRY, 1s0%

March 51, 1262, T|Il|'.'.' WiEne ItﬂiHh.ltl'!I h_'.' the State il horties Second “l'gl.mrnt {ml.'allil'_l.'llll Moverniher 19, 1861, bt 1'I|---e||'.-|'|.e:11nll'i||r|
was changed by ihe War Department to the Zeventh' Mew York Cavalry. The seven companies left for Washington, I3, T,
Movemb=r 29, 1501, and remained oa |t||1_l.'1||r|r|l tll the ru||._.|.|.'ir|; March, The rl_lgi|||r||-||. LT ||:||||u:.|:l_‘-' dizscliarged. and many

of s members mw real service later. Geneml L N Palmer, appears in the foreground with his staff. third from the et



CAVALRY OF THE CIVIL WAR
ITS EVOLUTION AND INFLUENCE

By Tuen. V. Ronexnoven
Brigadier-General, United States Army | Retired )

I’l‘ may surprise non-military readers to learn that the United

States, unprepared as it is for war, and unmilitary as are its
people, has yvet become a model for the most powerful armies
of Europe, at least in one respeet.  The leading generals and
teachers in the art and science of war now admit that our grand
struggle of 1861-63 was rich in examples of the varied nse of
mounted troops in the field, which are worthy of imitation.

Lieutenant-General von Pelet-Narbonne, in a lecture he-
fore the Roval United Service Institution of Great Britain,
emphatically maintains that “in any ease one must remem-
ber that, from the davs of Napoleon until the present time,
m no single campaign has eavalry exercised so vast an influ-
ence over the operations as they did in this war, wherein, of a
truth, the personality of the leaders has been very striking;
such men as, in the South, the God-inspired Stuart, and later
the redoubtable Fitzhugh Lee, and on the Northern side,
Sheridan and Pleasonton.”

For a long time after our Civil War, except as to its polit-
ical or commercial bearing, that conflict attracted but little
attention abroad. A great German strategist was reported to
have said that “ the war between the States was largely an
affair of armed mobs "—a report, by the way, unverified, but
which doubtless had its effect upon military students. In the
meantime other wars came to pass in suceession—Austro-Pros-
sian (1866), Franco-German (1870}, Russo-Turkish {1877,
and later the Boer War and that between Russia and Japan.
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THE AMERICAN CAVALRYMAN—1864

The type of American cavalryman developed by the conditions during the war fought
eoqually well on foot and on horsehack,  In fact, he found du ring the latter part of the
war that his horse was chicfly useful in carrying him expeditiously from one part of
the battlefield to the other. Except when a mounted charge was aordered, the horses
were far too valuable to be exposad to the enemy’™s fire, be he Confedernte or Fesderal,
It was only when cavalry was fighting cavalry that the trooper kept econtinually
maounbed.  The Federal zabers issued at the beginning of the war wers of long, steaight
Prussian pattern, but these were afterward replaced by o light cavalry saber with

curvied blade, A carbine and revolver completed the Federal trooper’s equipment.
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it will show that cightyv-five vears of great and small wars.
Indian fighting, and frontier service, proved to be a training
school in which the methods followed by Sheridan, Stuart,
Forrest, and others of their time had been really initiated by
their famous predecessors—AMlarion, the * Swamp Fox,” and
“ Light Horse Harry " Lee of the War for Independence,
Charlie May and Phil Kearny of the Mexican War, and those
old-time dragoons and Indian fighters, Harney and Cooke.
Before the Revolution of 1776, the colonists were gener-
ally armed with, and proficient in the use of, the rifle—of long
barrel and generous bore—and familiarity with the broken and
wooded surface of the country made them formidable oppo-
nents of the British from the start, who both in tactical meth-
ods and armament were very inferior to the American patriots.
Forteseue, an English writer, records the fact that “ at the
time of the Lexington fight there was not a rifle in the whole
of the British army, whereas there were plenty in the hands of
the Americans, who understood perfectly how to use them.”
In the mountains of Kentucky and Tennessee, bodies of
horsemen, similarly armed, were readily formed. who, if igno-
rant of cavalry maneuvers, yvet with little preparation became
the finest mounted infantry the world has ever seen: distin-
guishing themselves in numerous affairs, notably at King's
Mountain, South Carolina, September 23, 1780, where two
thousand sturdy “ Mountain Men,” hastily assembled under
Colonels Sevier, Shelby, and Campbell, surrounded and almost
annihilated a foree of twelve hundred men (one hundred and
twenty being regulars) under Major Ferguson, of the British
army. Marion, the partisan, led a small brigade of mounted
infantry, who generally fought on foot, although at times
charging and firing from the saddle. There were also small
bodies of cavalry proper, using the saber and pistol, with
effect, against the British cavalry in many dashing combats.
The War of 1812 was not conspieuous for mounted opera-
tions, but the irregular warfare which preceded and followed
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GEADUATES OF “THE ROUGH SCHOOL OF WAR™

The photograph reprodoced above through the oourtesy of Caplain Noble Ib, Preston,
wha served with the Tenth New York Cavalry here represented, shows to what stage the
troopers bad progressed in the rough school of war by the winler of 15862-3. The Tenth
New York was arguniesd ot Elmirm, N, Y., September 27, 1861, and moved to Getlysharg,
Penn., December 2ith, where 1t remained Gl AMarch, 1802, 1t took part in the battle of
Fredericksharg in December, 1562, and participated in the famons “mud march.” January,
180, about the time this photogroph was taken. The men had ample time for schooling
atul |r|l|i1|i1||¢ its the AIEddle |Jr|:.'|.r|:h|rll'.. in Ma r_'.'L'l.lll] anid the 1'i|'ih.il.'.' of lI-'||'r|.‘l-.||il'||::|:wl'|. 'I'J1¢_-.'
proved their efficicney in Stoneman’s mid in April, 15683, and at Brandy 3ation and Was-
retilan Later ||||_l:|.' oo e Shesulan an his Hichmaondd eald in :'|-|l:|'. 1504, in the course

of which Stisart met his death, and they were still ~on duly & with Granl sl Appematiox,
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that * difference ™ with the mother eountry, further demon-
strated the value of the dual armament of saber and rifle. The
cavalry particularly distinguished itself in General Wayne's
campaign of 1704 against the Northwestern Indians, and
again under Harrison in the historic battle of Tippecanoce,
November 7, 1811. At the battle of the Thames, October 5,
1813, a decisive charge made by a regiment of Kentucky cav-
alry against a large force of British and Indians was sueeess-
ful, resulting in the defeat of the enemy and death of the
famous chieftain, Tecumseh. General Jackson'’s eampaigns
{1813-14) against the Creek Indians were marked by effect-
ive work on the part of the mounted volunteers.

In 1833, Congress reorganized the regular cavalry by cre-
ating one regiment, followed in 1836 by another, ealled re-
spectively, the First and Second United States Dragoons.
The First Dragoons were sent to the Southwest to watch the
Pawnees and Comanches, On this expedition, it was accom-
panied by Catlin, the artist, who made many of his Indian
sketehes then,  These regiments have been in eontinuous serv-
ice ever since,

The first service of the Seeond Dragoons was against the
Seminole Indians, in Florida, and for seven years the regi-
ment illustrated the adaptability of the American soldier to
service in the field under the most trving ecircumstances.
“There was at one time to be seen in the FEverglades, the
dragoon (dismounted) in water from three to four feet deep;
the sailor and marine wading in the mud in the midst of evpress
stumps; and the infantry and artillery alternately on the land,
in the water, or in boats.” Here again, the combined mounted
and dismounted action of cavalry was tested in many sharp
encounters with the Indians.

It was but a step from the close of the Florida war to the
war with Mexico, 1846-47. The available Ameriean cavalry
comprised the two regiments of dragoons and seven new regi-
ments of volunteers. The regular regiments were in splendid
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THE FIRST UNITED STATE:R REGULAR CAVALRY

The sturdy sell-relinnce of these sabrerrs, standing at case though without n trace of shoechiness, stamps them as the direet suecessoes
of Masion, the * Swamp Fox,'" and of * Light-Heese Harey'™ Lee of the War for Indepeadence.  The regiment has been in continions
serviee from 1853 to the present day.  (irgunized as the First Dragnons and sent 1o the southwest to watch the Pawnees and Comancles
at the lime it began iis existence, the regiment had its name changed to the Firsd United States Bogular Cavaley om July 27, 18461, when
Mo Tlellan assomed command of the Eastern srmy.  This photograph was takes ot Bramdy Station in Febmary, 15, Thir regiment
st this time was atlached 1o the Reserve Bngade under Generl Wesley Merritt.  The troopers took part in the first hattle of Bull Hun,
wereal L slege of Yerkiown, fought nt Gaines' Mill and Boverly Ford, served ender Merritt an the right ot Gettysburg, and &d their
abuty st Yellow Tavern, Trevilinn Ztation, and in the Zhennndeah Valley under Sheridon; snd they wero present at Appomatios,



condition. The most brilliant exploit was the charge made
by May's squadron of the Second Dragoons upon a Mexican
light battery at Resaca de la Palma, May 9, 1846, which re-
sulted in the capture of the battery and of General La Vega,
of the Mexican artillery. This dashing affair was afterward
to be repeated many times in the great struggle between the
North and South.

The sphere of action, however, which had the most direet
bearing upon the cavalry operations of the war was that known
as “ the Plains.” The experience gained in the twelve years
from 1848 to 1860, in frequent encounters with the restless
Indian tribes of the Southwest, the long marches over arid
wastes, the handling of supply trains, the construction of mili-
tary roads, the exercise of command, the treatment of cavalry
horses and dranght animals, and the numerous other duties
falling to officers at frontier posts, far distant from railroad
or telegraph, all tended to temper and sharpen the blades that
were to point the © path of glory " to thousands destined to
ride under the war-guidons of Sheridan, Stuart, Buford, Pleas-
onton, Fitzhugh Lee, Stanley, Wilson, Merritt, Gregg, and
others—all graduates of the service school of * the Plains.”

At the outbreak of the Civil War, the military conditions
in the two sections were very unequal. The South began the
struggle under a commander-in-chief who was a graduate of
West Point, had seen serviee in the regular army, had been a
sSecretary of War (possessing much inside information as to
the disposition of the United States forces) and who, in the
beginning at least, was supreme in the selection of his military
lieutenants and in all matters relating to the organization and
equipment of the Confederate troops.

On the other hand the North lacked similar advantages.
Its new President was without military training, embarrassed
rather than aided by a cabinet of lawvers and politicians as
military advisers, captains of the pen rather than of the sword,

and “ blind leading the blind.” Mr. Lincoln found himself
[24]




AMERICAN LANCERZ—THE SIXTH PENNSYLVANIA

Few people have heard that there was an American regiment of laneers in 61-"68,  Cobonel Richard Hush's regiment, the Sixth Penne

sylvamia, nttempted o fighl in this Faropean fashion during the great conflict in which so much was discovered aboul ke arl of war.
The Pennsylvanians carried the lanes from December, 1881, until May, 1882, when it was discarded for the earhine, as heing unsuites|
to the wooded country of Virginia through which the command opernted,  The regiment was organized in Philadelphis by Colonel
Richand H. Rush, August 1o Octobses, 1860, and was -l_'\-un'lpqul;-ll al the best Wood B thal aslstocratie 1'i1,:|'.
Federal volunteer cavalry regimenis at the outset of the war consisted of & saber and o revolver,
af four Lroagis of from Ein‘hl:l-‘ﬂ wo 1o a hundeed men, weee armed wilh flles ngd carbdses,

The 1|5..1|n| arenament of
Al beast wo squslnons, consisting

Later, all eavaley regiments were suppdicd
with single-shet carhises, the decreased length snd weight of the shorfer arm being o decided advantage to o soldier on horsehack.
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surrounded by office-seekers—especially those claiming high
military command as a rewand for political services. It is true
that the Federal Government possessed a small, well-trained
army, with a large proportion of the officers and nearly all of
the enlisted men loyal to their colors, which, together with a
few thousand organized militia, would have formed a valuable
nucleus for war had it been properly utilized at the start.
From its ranks some were selected who achieved distinetion as
leaders when not hampered by association with incompetent
“ generels.”  For at least one vear, the inexhaustible resources
of the North were wasted for want of competent military direc-
tion and training.

If these field conditions marked the genesis of the Civil
War in all arms of service, they were especially true of the
mounted troops. In 1860, the © athletic wave ™ had not made
its appearance in the United States, and out-of-door amuse-
ments had not become popular above the Mason and Dixon
line. In the more thickly settled North, the young men of
cities and towns took rather to commereial and indoor pursuits;
in the South, the sports of a country life appealed to young
and middle-aged alike, and the rifle and the saddle furnished
particular attractions to a large majority. So it happened
that the Confederates (their President an erstwhile dragoon)
had enly to mobilize the cavalry companies of the militia scat-
tered through the seceding States, and muster, arm, and equip
the thousands of young horsemen, each bringing his own horse
and eager to serve the Confederacy.

The trials of many of the newly recruited organizations,
until the beginning of the third year of the war, are illustrated
in the following extract from a typieal regimental history:*
Captain Vanderbilt deseribes in graphic terms his first experi-
ence in escort duty (December 10, 1862)

Please remember that my company had been mustered into the serv-
we only about six weeks before, and had received horses less than a

* % History of the Tenth MNew York Cavalry.”  (Preston, M. Y.}




VOLUNTEERS AT DRILL—A NEW YORK REGIMENT

It was New York State that furnished the first volunteer cavalry regiment to the Union—Autumn, 1861, The
et horsemen of the Confederney soon Eaught the North the need of illtph:l'l.'il'lg that arm of the service. But
it requires time to train an efficient trooper, and the Union cavalrymen were helpless atb first when opposed
to the natural horsemen of the South.  After a purgatory of training they were hurried into the held, often
to full victims to some roving body of Confederates who welcomed the opportunity to appropriate superior
arms and equipment.  The regiment in this photograph 15 the Thirteenth New York Cavaley at Prospect
Hill, Virginia. They are no longer raw troopers but have become the " eves™ of Washington and its chiel pro-
tection against the swift-riding Mosby and his men.  The troopers were drilled on foot as well as mounted.
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month prior to this march; and in the issue we drew evervthing on the
Iiﬁt.—“"ll.ld.‘-l"i!'tﬂ"—hl‘;l:“l’."ﬂaf larint rOpEs, el I}f:lm-—iu Faet, there was nothing
on the printed list of supplies that we did not get.  AMany men had extra
blankets, mice large quilts presented by some fond mother or maiden
aunt (denr souls), sabers and belts, together with the straps that poss
over the shoulders, carbines and slings, pockets full of cartridges, nose
bags and extra httle bags for enrryving onts, haversacks, cantoens, and
spuri—some of them of the Mexiean pattern as large as small wind-
mills, and more in the way than the spurs of a young rooster, eatching
in the grass when they walked, earrying up bricrs, vines, and weeds, and
catehing their pants, and in the way generally—eurry-combs, brushes,
ponchaos, button tents, overcoats, frying-pans, cups, coffee-pots, ete.
Now the old companies hnd become used to these things and hoad got
down to light-mnrching condition gradunlly, had learmed how o wonr
the uniform, saber, carhine, ete.; but my company had hardly time to
get into proper shape when * the general ™ was sounded, * boots and
sadidles " blown.

Such a rattling, jingling, jerking, scrabbling, cursing, I never
heard before. Green horses——some of them lnd never been ridden—
turned round and round, backed against cach other, jumped up or stood
up like trained civcus-horses. Some of the hoys had a pile in front on
their saddles, and one in the vear, sa high and heavy it toak two men
to sncddle one horse and two men te !H.‘]F- the fellow into his |:|JI||:II‘.=. The
horses sheered out, going sidewise, pushing the well-disposed animals
out of position, ete. Some of the boys had never ridden anything sinee
they galloped on a hebby horse, and they clasped their legs close to-

gether, thus unconsciousty sticking the spurs inte their horses® sides.

Well, this was the crowd 1 commanded to mount on the morming
I was ordered by General Smith to follow him. We got in line near
headquarters, and when we got ready to start we started all over, He
left me doulst aliout his starting! He went like Erensed I[g]!lhi:llg.' In
less than ten minutes Tenth New York cavalrymen might have becn
seen om every hill for two miles rearward. Poor fellows! 1 wantad to
help them, but the general was * On to Richmond *; and I hardly
dared look buck for fenr of losing him. I didn't have the remotest idea
where he was going, and didn’t know but he was going to keep it up all
day. It was my first Virginia ride as a warrior in the field. My uneasi-

e8]




A CAVALRY LEADER AT GETTYSBURG—GENERAL DAVID AMcM. GREGG AND STAFF

The Federal army at Gettvsbury owed much to the cavaley.  As Gettvshurg was the turning-point in the
fortuncs of the Union army, it also marked an epoch in the development of the covalry, traieed in methods
which were evolved from no foreign text-books, but from stern experience on the baltlefields of Amerca.
The Second Cavalry Division under Gregg patrolled the night flank of the FPedernl army, with ocoasional
skirmishing, until Stuart’s arrival July 2d with the Confedernte horse. Grege's division and Custer's
brigade were then on the rght of the line. The ensuing cavalry battle was one of the Aercest of the war,
W. H. F. Lee's brignde made the first charge for Stuart, az did the First Michignn Cavaley for Grege.
Countercharge followed upon charge.  In a dash for a Confederate battleflag, Captain Newhall was received
by its bearer upon the point of the spear-bead and hurled to the groamwd,  Finally the Confedernte brigades
withdrew behind their artillery, and the danger that Stuart would sirike the rear of the Union army simul-
taneously with Feckett's charge was passed. Thiz photograph shows Gregg with the officers of his staff.
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HESE Y b ]1I|.|ILH'I-|:II:'|'I!. I was wondering what in the misehied T should
say to the general when we halted and none of the company there but me.
He was the first real live general 1 had seen whe was going out to fight.
Talk about the Flying IDutehman! Rlankets slipped from under sad-
illes and hung from one corner: saddles slipped back until they were
o the rumps of horses ; others furned and were on the under side of the
animals : horses running and kicking: tin pans, mess-kettles, patent
sheet-iron stoves the boys had seen advertised in the illustrated papers
and sold by the sutlers of Alexandrin—about as useful as a piano or
folding bed—mflving through the air; and all I could do was to give a
hnsty glance to the rear and sing out at the top of my veice, * C-l-0-5-2
u-p!"  Bub they couldn't ** close.” Poaor boys! Their eyis sbuck out
like those of maniacs. We went only a few miles, but the boys didn’t
all get up Gill noon,

It was not until May, 1861, that the War Department
at Washington reluctantly authorized the organization of a
regiment of volunteer cavalry from New York with the pro-
viso that the men furnish the horses, an allowance being made
for use and maintenance, This system applied in the South,
but was soon abandoned in the North., The door once open,
other regiments were speedily formed, containing at least the
erude elements of efficient cavalry.  As a rule, the men regarded
the horses with mingled curiosity and respect, and passed
through a purgatory of training—" breaking in,” it was some-
times called—before they had acquired the requisite confidence
in themselves, plus horses and arms.  All too soon they were
* pitchforked " into the field, often to fall vietims to some rov-
ing body of Confederates who were eager to appropriate the
superior arms and equipment of the Federals.

Within a vear in the rough school of war, these same help-
less recruits became fairly efficient eavalry, at home in the
sacldle, able to deliver telling blows with the saber, and to ride
boot-to-boot in battle charges. During the first two years
of the war the Confederate cavalry exercised a tremendous
moral effect. Beginning with the ery of “ The Black Horse
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THIRTEEXNTH NEW YORK CAVALRY—RESERVES AT GETTSYBURG

These were some of the few men who would have stood between Lee and the Northern Capital if the tide
of haltle which bung in the balunee three days at Gettsvburg had reolled w9tl the line in gray. The orpan-
ization of the Thirteenth Xew York Cavaley was notl completed Gl June 20, 1863, ten divs before Geliys-
burg. Six companies leflt Xew York State for Washington on June 235d, and looak their part in patrolling
the rear of the Army of the Potomae during the theee fateful devs.  They were more than raw recruits; the
regiment had been made up by the consolidation of several incomplete organizations. Had the troopers
arrived o few davs earlier Uhey probably would have been brgnded with Pleasonton’s eavaley, A wesk
after Gettyshurg they were hack in New York quelling the deaft riots.  Thereafter they spent their time
gunrding Washington, when this photogeaph was tuken, and scouting near the armies in the Virginia hills.
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Cavalry,” at the First Bull Run, so terrible to the panie-
stricken Federal troops in their race to Washington and safety:
Mosby's frequent dashes at poorly guarded Union trains and
careless outposts: and Stouart’s picturesque and gallant prom-
enade around MeClellan's unguarded encampment on the
Chickahominy, in 1862, the war record of the Southern horse
notwithstanding its subsequent deecline and the final disasters
of 1864-65 will always illumine one of the brightest pages of
cavalry history,

The Gettvsburg eampaign, June 1 to July 4, 1863, was
exceptionally full of examples of the effective use of mounted
troops.  They began with the great combat of Beverly Ford,
Virginia,June 9th,in which for twelve hours, eighteen thousand
of the flower of the horsemen of the armies of the Potomae and
Northern Virginia, in nearly equal proportions, struggled for
supremacy, with many casualties,* parting by mutual consent
at the close of the day. This was followed by a series of daily
skirmishes during the remainder of the month, in efforts to
penetrate the cavalry sereen which protected each army in its
northward progress, eulminating on the first day of July at
Gettysburg in the masterly handling of two small brigades
of cavalry.

It was here that General Buford delayed the advance of
a division of Confederate infantry for more than two hours,
winning for himself, in the opinion of a foreign military critie,§
the honor of having * with the inspiration of a cavalry officer
andd a true soldier selected the battlefield where the two armies
were about to measure their strength.,” The important actions
on the third day comprised that in which Gregg prevented
Stuart from penetrating the right rear of the Union line
(largely a mounted combat with saber and pistol), and the
affair on the Emmittsburg Road on the same day where

*The Becond U. 5. Cavalry alone losing 57 per cent. killed and
wonmdled of it officers engaged.
fThe Comte de Pariz in “The Civil War in America."”




STABLE= FOR SIX THOUSAND HOR=ES

GIESRORO—ONE OF THE BUSIEST SPOTS OF THE WAR

The cavalry depod at Giesbora, D, C.. established in July, 1963, was the place wheee remoanis were farnished to the cavalry and setillery
of the Army of the Potomnae during the lnst two vears of the war,  The tents in the lower photograph are those of the officers in charge
of that immense establishment, where they received and isswed thousands of borees,  Comvalesoents who had lst their mounts, with
mem Lo be remmounled, were drvn wjson 1o hr:lp Lake cure of 1lie Bores, aniil their -||r[|.urhlh' for the fromt.  This Ilh.l'\lhllﬂﬂlph was tnken
im May, 1804, wien Girant amd Lee were grappling in the Wilderness snd at Zpotisyivania. anly seventy miles distant. The inspection

of horers for resoanling was made by experienced cavalry offcers, while the purchasing was under the Quartermaster’s Department,



Merntt and Farnsworth menaced the Confederate left and,
according to General Law,® neutralized the action of Hood's
infantry division of Longstreet’s corps by bold use of mounted
and dismounted men, contributing in no small degree to the
Federal suceess,

In the West, during the same period, the eavalry condi-
tions were not unlike those in the Kast, except that the field of
operations extended over five States instead of two and that
numerous bands of independent eavalry or mounted riflemen
under enterprising leaders like Forrest, Morgan, Wharton,
Chalmers, and Wheeler of the Confederate army, for two
vears had their own way, The Union generals, Lyon, Sigel,
Pope, Rosecrans, and others, loudly called for more cavalry,
or in lien thereof, for horses to mount infantry. Otherwise,
they agreed, " it was difficult to oppose the frequent raids of
the enemy on communications and supply trains.”

Ultimately, Generals Grant and HRosecrans initiated a
svstem of cavalry concentration under Granger and Stanley,
and greater eflficieney beeame manifest.  About the time of the
battle of Stone's River, or Murfreeshoro, the Federal horse
began to show confidence in itself, and in numerous encounters
with the Confederates—mounted and dismounted—acquitted %
itself with eredit, fairly dividing the honors of the campaign. /r,_,b.,_.\
The names of Grierson, Streight, Wilder, and Minty became =,

famous not only as raiders but as important factors in great //—\
N _a-__J battles, as at Chickamauga, where the * ohstinate stand of two
éj/ﬂ_ brigades of [HRosecrans'] eavalry against the Confederate in-
| o

fantry gave time for the formation of the Union lines."”
The most conspicuous cavalry operations of the war were

those of 1864-65: Sheridan's Richmond raid, in which the %

South lost the brilliant and resourceful Stuart, and the haras-

sing flank attacks on Lec’s army in advance of Grant's

infantry, which, ending in the campaign at Appomattox.

b simultancously with Wilson's sueeessful Selma raid, marked
o fattles aned Lewckers of the Civil War™
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EVER-BUSY TROOPERS AT DRILL

The swiltly moving Confederate troopers, under dashing leaders like Stuart and Wheeler, allowed the heads
of the Union cavalry not a moment of peace. When infantry went into winter gquarters they could live in
commparative comfort and freedom from actual campaigning until the roads became passable aewin for their
hesvy wagon-trains in the spring, But Confederate raiders knew neither times nor sensons, and there were
many points when the damage they might do would be incaleulable. 3o the Federal cavaley's winter task
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UXION CAVALRY IN WINTER QUARTERS

wis Lo discover, if possible, the Confederntes” next move, and to forestall it.  Thiz photograph shows three
troaps drilling on the plain heside their winter quarters.  The stark trees and ahsence of gross indicate clearly
the time of the vear, and the long shadows show as truly as 2 wateh that the time of day was late afternoon,
A swilt might=-mareh may be in store for the troopers on the pluih, or they may return to the shelter of ther
wooden huts. It iz probable, however, that they cannot enjoy their comfort for more than a week or fwo,
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the collapse of the war. Under most discouraging conditions
the Confederate cavalry disputed every inch of territory and
won the sineere admiration of their opponents.

Major MeClelland, of Stuart’s staff, thus impartially
summarizes the situation:*

* During the last two years no branch of the Army of the
Potomae contributed so much to the overthrow of Lee's army
as the cavalry, both that which operated in the Valley of Vir-
ginia and that which remained at Petersburg. But for the
efficiency of this foree it is safe to say that the war would have
been indefinitely prolonged. From the time that the cavalry
was concentrated into a corps until the close of the war, a
steady progress was made in discipline.  Nothing was spared
to render this arm complete. Breech-loading arms of the most
approved pattern were provided; horses and accouterments
were never wanting, and during the last vear of the war Sheri-
dan commanded as fine a body of troops as ever drew sabers,

“On the other hand, two causes contributed steadily to
diminish the numbers and efficiency of the Confederate eavalry.
The Government committed the fatal error of allowing the
men to own their horses, paying them a per diem for their use,
and the muster valuation in cases where they were killed in
action ; but giving no eompensation for horses lost by any other
casualties of a campaign. . . . Toward the close of the war
many were unable to remount themselves, and hundreds of
such dismounted men were collected in a useless crowd, which
was dubbed ‘ Company Q." The second cause was the fail-
ure or inability of the Government to supply good arms and
aceouterments.  Our breech-loading arms were nearly all cap-
tured from the enemy and the same may be said of the best
of our saddles and bridles. From these causes, which were
bevond the power of any commander to remedy, there was a
steady decline in the numbers of the Confederate eavalry and,
as compared with the Federal cavalry, & decline in efficiency.”

*“ Life and Campaipns of Major-General J. E, B, Stuart.™
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A SPREADING SECTION OF THE FEDERAL CAVALRY ORGANIZATION IN 1564

At Belle Plain Landing on the Potomac lay a chief base of supplies for Grant's armies in the spring of 1864,
On April 4th Sheridan had been given charge of all the cavalry, He had found the corps much run down
and the horses in poor condition.  In a month he had effected a decided change for the better in the con-
dition and morale of his ten thousand men, and was begging to be allowed to use them as an independent
corps to fight the Confederate cavalry, Though they had been relieved of much of the arducus picket
duty that they formerly performed, they were still considered as auxiliaries, to protect the flanks and front
of the infantry, On May Tth Grant's army advanced with a view to taking Spotsylvania Court House,




EEPTE=EST, THI), FATHSIT Sl G0

CAVALRY IN CLOVER AT THE BELLE PLAIN LANDING

Thus was precipitated the cavalry battle at Todd's Tavern, and in part at least Sheridan's earnest desire
became fulfilled.  The battle was between Hampton's and Fitzhugh Lee’s commands of Stuart’s eavaley
and Grege's division, assisted by two brigades of Torbert's division under the command of General Merritt,
After n severe engagement the Confedernte envaley broke and were parsued almost Lo ':‘:h|r:'|-rx_'-'|'¢'l|.nia. Court
House. This photograph shows some of the Federal horses receuperating at Belle Plain Landing before this
cavalry engagement on a lnrge seale,  The cavalry were in clover here near the tents and ships that meant
a good supply of forage. There was no such loafing for horses and men a little later in that decisive year.




THE BELLE PLAIN CAVALRY

A CLOSER VIEW

This photograph brings the eve a little nearer to the eavaley at Belle Plain landing than the picture pre-
coding.  One ean see the horses grazing by the side of the beautiful river. A proup of cavalrymen have
riddebens their mounts into the water, The test of the efficient trooper was his skill in caring for his horse,
Under ordinary circumstances, in a ll“il.'t campr like the above, 18 might be safe to turn horses out bo grse
and let them drink their Gl ot the rver.  But when on the march a stagpering animal with parched throat
and fnst-glazing eves whinnied eagerly ot the smell of water, it was the trooper who had to judge its proper
allowance.  One swallow too many for o heated horse on n long march, multiplied by the number of troopers
still ipnorant of horsemanship, meant millions of dollars loss to the Union Government in the early stages
of the war, Comparatively few horses weee destroyved by wounds on the battlefield as compared with those
lost through the ignornee of the troopers as to the proper methods of resting a horse, and as to the science
of how, when, and what tofeed him, and when to allow him to drink his fill.  The Southern horsemen, as a rule
more experienced, needed no such training, and their superior knowledge enabled the Confederate cavaley, with

little " organization™ in the strict sense of the word, to prove nevertheless a mighty weapon for their cause.
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NEARER STILL

AT THE RIVERS BRINK

Thiz view brings usz to the very edge of the water, where Sheridan’s troopers were getting their mounis
into shape for the arduous duties of the summer and fall. They are sitting at ease on the barchacked horses
which have walked out into the eool river to slake their thirst,  The wagon with the four-mile team benrs
the insignin of the Sixth Army Corps, commanded by Sedgwick. The canvas top is somewhat wrinkled.
an it 8 impossible to see the enbire deviee, which was in the shape of a Greek eposs. It wos during the
campaign which followed these preparations that Sheridan had his famous interview with Meade, in which
the former told his senior that he could whip Stuart if allowed to do so.  General Grant determined to give
Bheridan the opportunity that be sought, and on the very day of the interview Meade directed that the
cavalry be immediately concentrated and that Shendon proceed ngainst the Confederate cavalry, O
May fth the expedition started with a column thirteen miles long. Stuarl, however, was nothing loih
to tey conclusions with the Federal cavalry once more. He finally overtook it on AMay 11th at Yellow
Tavern. The Confederate horse, depleted in numbers and equipment alike, was no longer its former brilliant

self, and in this engagement the Confederney lost Jumes B. Gordon and Stuart, the leader without a peer.
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These photographs were made at the headquarters of the Army of the Potomae in August, 1863, the month
following the battle of Gettysburg, where the cavaley had fully demonstrated its value az an esentinl and
efficient branch of the service. Every company of cavalry had its own farrier, enlisted as such. These
men not only had to know all about the shoeing of horses, but alzo had o be skilled velerinury surgeons,
such as ecach regiment has at the present day, coming next in pay to o second lieotenant. Plainly

visible are the small portable anvil on an overturned bucket and the business-like leather aprons of the

men,  An army “marches upon its stomach,” but ecavalry marches upon its horses’ feet, which must be
cared for.

being taken.

In the larger photograph the men have evidently just become aware that their pictures are

In the smaller exposure in the corner, the man holding the horse on the right has faced about
to zhow off his horse to the best advantage: the horse holder on the left is facing the camern, arms akimba,
and a cavalryman in the rear hins Jed upp his while-faced mount to insure bis inelusion v the paebure,




THE FEDERAL CAVALRY
ITS ORGANIZATION AND EQUIPMENT

By Caarres ID. Ruaopes
Captain, Geneval Staff, Uniled States Army

T the outbreak of the great Civil War in America, the

regular cavalry at the disposal of the Federal Govern-
ment consisted of the First and Second Regiments of Dra-
goons, one regiment of Mounted Rifles, and the First and See-
ond Regiments of Cavalry., Early in the year 1861, the Third
Cavalry was added to the others, and soon after, all six regi-
ments were designated as cavalry and numbered serially from
one to six.

The old regiments had been composed of ten troops, sub-
divided into five squadrons of two troops each, but the organ-
ization of the Sixth Cavalry Regiment called for twelve troops.
In July, 1861, this organization was extended to all regular
regiments, and in September of the same year the volunteer
regiments, which had started out with ten troops each, were
organized in a like manner. As the war progressed, the squad-
ron organization was abandoned.  When a regiment was sub-
divided for detached serviee, it was usually into battalions of
four troops each.

The early war organization of cavalry troops called for
one hundred enlisted men to a troop, officered by a eaplain, a
first lieutenant, a second lieutenant, and a supernumerary sec-
ond lieutenant. But in 1863, troops were given an elastic
strength, varving between eighty-two and one hundred en-
listed men, and the supernwmerary lieutenant was dropped.
Each regiment, commanded by a eolonel, had a lieutenant-
colonel and three majors, with a regimental commissioned and
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THE FIRST EXTEXSIVE FEDERAL CAVALRY CAMP-—1s502

This phodograph showa the cavalry camp sl Comberland Landing just before MeClellan advanced up the Peaipsuls, The enlire
gtrength of the cavalry the previouas automn lind aggregated 5,125 men, of which bul 4,758 ane reported as © present for duly, equipped.”™
It was comsiantly Hrilled during the fall snd winter of 1861, with encugh seouting and ouipost duly in the Virginis hills o give the
envalry regimenis a forclaste of sctual service, In the lower plotograph we gol & bisds-cye view of Cumberland Landing where
MeClellan's forces were concentrated after the siege of Yorktown and the affair at Williamsbargh, preparatory 1o moving on Rich-
mosil,  The envalry reserve with the Peninsular army usiler that veteran horsemman Philip 56 George Cooke, was osganized as two
brigades under General Emcy anad Calosed Blake, and consbsiod of six regiments, Emry's brignde eomprised the Fifth United States
Cavalry, Bixth United Btates Cavalry, and Rush's Lancers—the Sixth Penmsylvania Cavalry. Blake’s beigade consisted of the First
[nited Stnkes I:,'-'l.'q|r_~'. the I':i“hl;h |'r||i'|l|._|r|'|.'.pl'l.iﬁ I:"n'l'.ph'_v., agnid Barkes's JJ'IIII:II.':H'I of TElEnnds 'r'l'ri..lr}'.

AT CUMBERLAND LANDING
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non-commissioned staff, which included two regimental sur-
geons, an adjutant, quartermaster, commissary, and their
subordinates,

Owing, however, to losses by reason of casualities in action,
sickness, and detached serviee, and through the lack of an ef-
ficient svstem of recruiting, whereby losses could be promptly
and automatically made good with trained men, the cavalry
strength, in eommon with that of other arms, alwavs showed
an absurd and oftentimes alarming discrepancy between the
troopers actually in ranks and the theoretical organization pro-
vided by the existing law. Again, the losses in horse-flesh were
so tremendous in the first years of the war, and the channels
for replacing those losses were so inadequate and unsvstem-
atized, that regiments oftentimes represented a mixed foree
of mounted and unmounted men. Although the value of the
dismounted action of cavalry was one of the greatest develop-
ments of the war, its most valuable asset, mobility, was whoelly
lacking when its horses were dead or disabled.

Cavalry is a most difficult force to organize, arm, equip,
and instruet at the outbreak of war. Xot only must men he
found who have some knowledge of the use and handling of
horses, but the horses themselves must be selected, inspected,
purchased, and assembled.  Then, after all the delavs usually
attending the organizing, arming, and equipping of a mounted
force, many months of patient training, dismounted and
mounted, are necessary before eavalry is qualified to take the
field as an efficient arm. It is an invariable rule m militant
Europe to keep cavalry at all times at war strength, for it is
the first foree needed to invade or to repel invasion, and, except
perhaps the light artillery, the slowest to “lick into shape
after war has begun. In the regular cavalry service, it was a
common statement that a cavalryman was of little real value
until he had had two yvears of service.

It is, therefore, small wonder that during the first two
vears of the great struggle, the Federal cavalry made only a
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BEEF FOR THE CAVALRY AT COMMIS2ARY HEADGQUARTERS

s et lom did the cavaley pel o ehanes Lo enjoy the fuxuries 1o be had ot eommissary hesidguasrters that they took sdvwmntage of every
opportumiiy, It is Feleuary, 1684, and the eavalry officer in the picture oan look forward to & memih o twa mere of fresh Beef for
has men Then he wall fnd his Ir:-u;: 1HH.I|I|'IEII|: |-_-¢' L ibemolafe Tarmbouses anid war-rdiden |i|-||j-.| s the hFInY ndvances an Isch-
nsonel under Grant.  While the infantry by smug in winter-quarters, the troopers were busy scouring the Virginia hills for s3gns of
the Comfederntes, or raiding thele Unies of commuanication and sl ray g their hllil'\lil'l It teok & large part of the time of the North-
orn aml Soulhern infantry to repair the damage dose by the cavalry,  The cavalry often bad to live by fomging, or go withoat food.
Mikes of rallroad ||-—\-|r|:-_wx|. ||ri|||¢1'-. Brmad. Lebegraph wires cul. a sudden cessalion of Ehe sounce al sippEies vaitsed] handeeds of miles
ol mxrching snd comnpter-marching, beside the sctual woek of repairing by the engineering comps. It was Van Dom's caplure of

Hally Springs that forced Gmnt to abandon his overland march ngainst Vicksbung and return to Memphia in December, 1862,
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poor showing. The regular cavalry was but a handful, and
when President Lincoln issued his eall for volunteers, little or
no cavalry was accepted. FEven when need for it was forced
on the North, it took the Federal War Department a long
time to realize that an efficient cavalry ready for field serviee
could not be extemporized in a day.

Strange as it may now seem, the Federal authorities in-
tended, in the beginning, to limit the eavalry force of the Union
army to the six regular regiments; and even such a veteran
soldier as General Scott gave it as his opinion that, owing to
the broken and wooded character of the field of operations be-
tween the North and South, and the improvements in rifled
cannon, the duties of eavalry would be unimportant and sec-
ondary.

Only seven troops of regular eavalry were available for
the first battle of Bull Run, in 1861, but the firm front which
they displayed in covering the confused and precipitate retreat
of the Federal army, probably saved a large part of the main
hody from eapture; but they never received the recognition
that was deserved. However, the importance of cavalry was
not altogether unappreciated, for we find, at Gettysburg, the
Union eavalry of the Army of the Potomae aggregating nearly
thirteen thousand officers and men. The close of the war saw
Sheridan at Appomattox with fifteen thousand cavalrymen,
while Wilson, in the South, was sweeping Mississippi and Ala-
bama with an army of horsemen. But the evolution of this vast
host from insignificant beginnings was a slow process, fraught
with tremendous labor,

In the South, lack of good highways forced the Southerner
to ride from bovhood, while contemporaneously the North-
erner, with his improved roads, emploved wheeled vehicles as
a means of transportation. But aside from this positive ad-
vantage to Southern organization, the Confederate leaders
seemed, from the very beginning of the Civil War, to appraise
cavalry and its uses at its true valuation; while the Northern
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AT THE BUSY OFFICE OF A CAVALRY QUARTERMASTER

Thiz pliotograph wis taken at Brandy Station in the spring of 1864. The sign on the woeoden door of the
little tent tells where A, Q. A" held forth. The eavalrymen are evidently at eaze. They have not vet met
Stuart in the Wildernesz, The quartermaster of a cavalry corps was the nearest approsch to perpetual
miotion dizcovered during the war,  His wagon-train could receive only the most general directions,  He
coubd never be certain where the men he was to supply with food could be found at any given lime, He
hud to go exploring for his own regiments, and wateh vigilantly that he did not incidentally feed the Con-
federates.  He bl to give precedence to ammunition-trains; dark often found his wagons struggling and
floundering in the wake of their vanished friends.  The guartermaster was responsible for their movements
and arrivals. Besides carrying a map of the country in his head, he assumed immense responsibilities.
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cavalry, even when finally mounted and equipped, was so mis-
used and mishandled by those in control of military operations,
that it was almost always at a disadvantage.

One of the first efforts of the War Department looking to
the organization of Federal eavalry, is seen in the following
circular letter, addressed by the Secretary of War to the
Governors of the States:

Wan Deranruesr, Wasmixsron,

May 1, 1861
To the Governors of the Several States,
And All Whom it may Coneern:

I have authorized Colonel Carl Schurz to raise and organize a val-
unteer regiment of eavalry, For the purpose of rendering it ns efficient
as possible, he is instructed to enlist principally such men as have served
in the sume arm before, The Government will provide the regiment with
arims, buk cannot pl‘u\'iﬂl: the horses and cquipments.  For these neces-
saries we rely upon the patriotism of the States and the citizens, and for
this purpose I take the liberty of requesting yvou to afford Colonel
Schurz your nid in the cxceution of this plan.

(Signed) Simox Camerox,
Seerelary of War,

Yet, in his report of preliminary operations in the first
vear of the war, General McClellan says:

Cavalry was absolutely refused, but the governors of the States com-
plicd with my request and organized a fow companics, which were finally
mustered into the United States serviee and proved very useful.

The armament of the volunteer cavalry regiments, organ-
ized with some show of interest after the battle of Bull Run,
was along the same general lines as that of the regular regi-
ments. Though suffering from a general deficiency in the
number which could be purchased from private manufacturers
—there being no reserve stock en hand—each trooper was
armed with a saber and a revolver as soon as cireumstances per-
mitted. At least two squadrons (four troops) in each regi-
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A WELL-EQUIFFED} HORSE OF THE FIERST MASACHUSETTS CAVALRY-—1564

“The suddle-bags and booded stirrup of Captain E. A. Flint's hosse shown in this photograph are “ regulntion,” but the oatbt of o
h.lH'l.1|nI‘ E‘l’ll.'llf:«' Betirwe did not enll for s |:r||—.|n|‘-5l:=|:. It was snore apl Io b umexd among the volisnieers, The h‘tlﬂ:.h'.. as A wibe jire-
ferred n single rein, curb bit, sl no breast-strap or mortingale.  Xo breast-straps were Bsued, bat they were founid useful when cave
alry was poimiling up a slape, leaping fonces, walls, and ibitches, and otherwise pulting anusual straim on the belly-hanad. Tl heauled
stirrup wns useful both o keep out min and to keep the foot warm in winter, The saddle nnd blanket equipment in the photograph
albs eonform bo regulatione.  This [s one of the borses and men that charged Suart’s cavaley so Bercely on the might of tie thind day
at Gecttyshurg,  The First Mazsschusctis was in the second divison, under General David Medl liregg.  The photogrmph was
taken in November, 16864, at the headquarters of the Army of the Potomae, then thoroughly in toach with its anple * supply trains.”




JUST BEFORE SHERIDAN CAME, 1564

This photogeaph shows the Eighteenth Pennsylvanin in winler-quarters near Brandy Station in March,
1864, o month before the most important event in the history of the Federal cavaley—the unifving of the
cavaley branch under the aggressive Sherdan,  After Kilpatrick’s raid on Bichmond, ending the 2d of
March, these troopers rested in camp until Sheridan left for his Richmond raid on May 0th. A month in
camp 15 o long time for cavalry, and here one has a good opportunity to see with what rapidity and eose a

Prooper hud learmed to make imself comforiable,  Barrels have been pleced upon the chimneys in order Lo



THE EIGHTEENTH PENNSYLVANIA CAVALRY

inerease their deaft,  Light enclosures of poles have been thrown up for the horses, and fodder lins been
stocked up on the hill.  With stumps and erossopieses the MeClellon suddles are kept out of the wet and
mul.  The sadidles were covered with mwhide instead of leather, and were more uneomfortable when they
split than an ill-Atting shoee. The troopers themselves look fairly contented, and some of then are not
sor Jean pnd angular as in the davs of scouting and hard rfding.  There i3 plenty of work ahead of them,

however, nearer Richmond, which will quickly enable them to rd themselves of any superflions Resh,
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ment were armed with rifles or earbines. Later, all cavalry
regunents were supplied with single-shot carbines, the de-
ereased length and weight of the shorter arm being a decided
advantage to a soldier on horseback, One volunteer regiment,
the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry {Rush's Lancers), was armed
with the lance in addition to the pistol, twelve carbines being
afterwards added to the equipment of each troop for picket
and scouting duty. But in May, 1863, all the lances were dis-
carded for earbines as being unsuited for the heavily wooded
battle-grounds of Virginia.

The carbines issued were of various pattern—the Sharp's
carbine being succeeded by the Spencer, which fired seven
rounds with more or less rapidity but which was diffieult to
reload quickly. In the later years of the war, certain regiments
were armed with the Henry rifle, an improved weapon fiving
sixteen shots with great accuracy. A Colt's rifle, firing six
rounds, and a light, simple carbine called the Howard, were
also in evidence among ecavalry regiments at the close of the
war. Previous to, and during the first vear of the war, the
Burnside was favorably thought of by the Federal officers.
This carbine was the invention of General Ambrose E. Burn-
side, and was manufactured in Bristol, Rhode Island, Its chief
value lay in its strength and the waterproof eartridges used.
But its chief abjection also lay in the high cost and the difficulty
in obtaining this cartridge, which was manufactured of sheet
brass, an expensive metal at that time, Another arm, similar
to Burnside's and made with a tapering steel barrel, was the
Maynard, which was manufactured by the Mavpard's Arms
Company, Washington, District of Columbia,

At the beginning, the sabers issued were of the long,
straight, Prussian pattern, but these were afterwards replaced
by a light eavalry saber with curved blade. Many of these
were fitted with attachments so as to be fastened to the end of
the carbines in the form of a bavonet. There also was an or-
dinary saber handle which allowed of their being earried at the




CAVALRY STABLES AT GRANTS HEADRQUARTERS, CITY POINT, IN 1864

City Foint was Grant’s base of supplies during the operations about Petersburg, in 1564,  Sheridan af last was hanadling has cavalry
A% B -u'|:-\,|r\|.l oomanagnl, and was soon B go lo Lhe Shenands wh. Prgadier-General David Medl Grege was 15 cosnmasd of the eav-
:\.|r_l\. which remakned with Grant, The Fiest Massschusetis, First Now Jl\.'."u':-. Tenth New York, Sixth Ohio, and Tu'-.-:ul:.r-iinl. Penm-
sylvania formed the Firsi Brigade, and the First Muine, Second Pennsylvania, Fourth Pennayleania, Eighth Penasylvania, Thirleemth
|’.'r|||_h_'.'il\.'.1'.|5:|_ afid Saxteenth |'-c:|||.l|:\.'|1.|:|i:|. weee Lhe Secoaid “:iH:u!l'. Some of these men had been oo Shenidan’s Richmond and

Trevilian rids, This shows the comparative comfort of City Point. ‘To the left is o grindstone, where sabers might be made keen.




hip, as a side-arm, for which purpose it was well adapted, hav-
ing & curved edge with a sharp point.

The standard pistol was the Colt's revolver, army or
navy pattern, loaded with powder and ball amd fired with
percussion eaps.  Within its limitations, it was a very efficient
We o,

The saddle was the MeClellan, so-called beeause adopte:
through recommendations made by General McClellan after his
official European tour, in 1860, although it was in reality a
maodification of the Mexican or Texan tree. It was an exeel-
lent saddle, and in an improved pattern is, after fifty vears of
trial, still the standard saddle of the United States regular
cavalry, In its original form it was covered with rawhide
instead of leather, and when this covering split, the seat became
very uncomfortable for the rider.

Although the original recruiting regulations required eav-
alry troopers to furnish their own horses and equipments, this
requirement was later modified, and the Government furnished
everything to the recruit, in volunteer as well as in regular
regiments.  Many troopers sold their private horses to the Gov-
ernment and then rode them in ranks, It was argued by some
eavalry officers of that period that this syvstem was eminently
successful in securing men for the cavalry who could ride and
who would eare for horses.

As is usual in a country weak in trained eavalry and ut-
terly unprepared for war, vexations delays occurred in receiv-
ing the equipment of newly organized cavalry regiments.
Long after the Western regiments were organized, they were
kept inactive from lack of equipment, for which the Federal
Government had made no provision in the way of reserve sup-
plies.  In some instances months elapsed before saddles were
received, and in several eases arms were even longer in putting
in an appearance. The interim was employed by the com-
manders in teaching their men to ride and drill, to use their
arms, and to care for their horses.  In the absence of saddles,
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@ rnanization of the Federal Cavalry  +  + u

various makeshifts were used on the horses’ backs, and the
troopers were even drilled bareback.

This probationary period was a wearisome one for the
cavalry recruit. A trooper must perforce learn much of what
his comrade of the infantry knows, and in addition must be
taught all that pertains to horses and horsemanship. Those
who had been fascinated by the glamour and dash of the eavalry
life doubtless wished many times, during those laborious days,
that they had the more frequent hours of recreation granted
their neighbors of the infantry. The reward of the Federal
cavalry came in those later days when, after painstaking and
unremitting instruetion eovering many months and enlighten-
ing experiences in the field, they gained that confidence in them-
selves and their leaders, which resulted in the ultimate destruc-
tion of the opposing cavalry, and the decisive trinmph of the
Federal arms.

But good cavalry eannot be made in a month, or even in
a vear, The first year of the war saw the Confederate cavalry
plainly superior in every way, and there were humiliating in-
stances of the capture by the corps d'élite of the South, of
whole squadrons of Northern horsemen, The seeond vear of
the tremendous struggle passed with mueh improvement in the
Federal cavalry, but with a still marked lack of confidence in
itself. It was not until the third year of its organization and
training that the Union cavalry really found itself, and was
able to vindicate its reputation in the eyes of those who in the
preceding period were wont to sneeringly remark that “ no
one ever sees a dead cavalryman!

The drill regulations of the period, called tactics in those
days, were the “ 41 Tactics " or * Poinsett Tactics,” author-
ized for dragoon regiments in the vear 1841, by the Honorable
J. R. Poinsett, Secretary of War. These drill regulations were
in the main a translation from the French, and although occa-
sional attempts were made to improve them, they continued in

use by the Eastern eavalry of the Union armies throughout the
[un]
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WELL-GROOMED OFFICERS OF THE THIRTEENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY

Muony of the Federsl cavalry officers were extremely precise in the matter of drezz, paying equal attention
to their horses’ equipment, in order Lo set a good example to their men. Custer wos a notable example,
This phiotograph shows full dress, fatigue dress, 5 properdy equipped charger, an orderly, sentry, cavalry
sabires and the short eavalry earbine. Ezxvept for the absenee of pevalvers, it s an |=p‘|I|:r|1:u'- of the dress
andl equipment which the Federal Government supplied lavishly to its troopers during 1le latter hall of the
war, Al the outzet, the volunteer cavalrymen were required to supply their own horses, o proper allowanee
being made for food and maintenance. In 1861, the Confedersle canvaley had no Colt's revolvers, no
Chicopee sabers, and no carbines that were worth carrying.  Their arms were of the homeliest type and of
infinite variety., This photograph was taken in July, 1865, when Washington no longer needed watching,
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war. The Western eavalry used the " "41 Tactics ™ until late
in the year 1864, and thereafter a system of drill formulated
by General Philip St. George Cooke, which was published in
1862 by the War Department and prescribed a single-rank
formation for the cavalry.

After all the months of drill, how different were those
days of actual serviee in the fiecld—weary marches in mud, rain,
and even snow; short rations for men and for horses when the
trains were delayed or when there were no trains; bivouaes on
the soggy ground with saddles for pillows; groesome night
rides when troopers threw reins on the necks of horses and slept
in their saddles; nerve-racking picket duty in contact with the
foe's lines, where the whinny of a horse meant the wicked
“ping " of a hostile bullet.

Like all soldiers new to the rigors of actual serviee in
war, the Union volunteer cavalry, in those early days, loaded
themselves and their horses with an amount of superfluous bag-
gage which provoked sarcasm from the seasoned soldier and
which later experience tanght them wholly to discand.  Some
articles were absolutely necessary: much was entirely useless
and oftentimes unauthorized.

In addition to his arms, which weighed not a Little, the
volunteer cavalryman earried a huge box of cartridges and an-
other of percussion caps; from his shoulder depended a haver-
sack filled with rations, and to which was often attached not
only a tin cup but a coffee-pot. A canteen of water, a nose-bag
of corn, a shelter tent, a lariat and picket pin, extra horse-
shoes and nails, a eurrv-comb and brush, a set of gun-tools and
cleaning materials, and saddle-bags filled with extra clothing
brought the weight of the trooper and his kit to a figure which
was burdensome to an animal in even the best of condition.
When to these articles of cquipment were added an overcoat,
extra blankets, additional boots, and the odds and ends of luxu-
ries, which the recruit is wont to stow away surreptitionsly, the

result was a lame and broken-down horse, hundreds of troopers
[oz]
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BREAD AND COFFEE FOR THE CAVALRYMAX

The mass-house for cavaley ordered to Washington.—In the field the cavalrymen were glad when they could
get the regular mations—bacon and hared bread,  During the winter, in permanent enmp, they oceasionally
enjoved the loxury of soft bread. Bt they were kept 50 constantly emploved, reconnoitering the encmy’s
position, watching the fords of the Rappahannock, and engaged in almost constanl skirmishing, even in
severe winber weather while the infantry was being made comfortable in winter-quarters, that this mess-
house was regarded as a sort of Mecea by the troopers sent to Washington to be organized and remounted.
2ot brend was not the only luxury here, and when they rejoined their commands their commdes weonld
listen with bated breath to their thrlling stories of soup and eggz and other Lueullan delicacies.  There
was on army saving that it takes a good trooper to appreciate o pood meal,
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afoot, and the whole cavalry service rendered inefficient and
almost useless,

As an evidence of the lack of discipline and of the ig-
norance of things military, which marked those early days of
the cavalry service, it may be mentioned that many eredulous
troopers purchased so-called invulnerable vests, formed of thin
steel plates and warranted by the makers to ward off a
saber stroke or stop a leaden bullet. Dents in the armor were
pointed out as evidence of this remarkable quality. Of course
the vests were sooner or later disearded, but while retained
they added about ten pounds to the burden of the already
overloaded horse,

It is stated that the first time the Confederate cavalrymen,
who rode light, met some of these remarkably equipped troop-
ers, they wondered with amazement whether the Union horse-
men were lifted into the saddle after the latter was packed, or
whether the riders mounted first, and then had the numberless
odds and ends of their equipment packed around them.

An aneedote i3 related of a humane Irish reeruit, who,
when he found his horse was unable to carry the heavy load
allotted him, decided as an act of merey to share the load with
his charger. So, unloading nearly a hundred pounds from the
horse, he strapped the mass to his own broad shoulders: and
remounting his steed, rode off, quite jubilant over his act of
unselfishness.

But it did not take long for cavalrymen in the field to
learn with how little equipment the soldier may live and fight
efficiently, and with how much greater zest the horses ean with-
stand the long marches when the load is cut down to the limit
of actual needs. There was danger then of the opposite ex-
treme, and that absolutely necessary articles would be con-
veniently dropped and reported as “lost in action™ or as
“gtolen,” The net result, however, was that after one or two
campaigns, the Federal cavalrymen learned to travel light, and,

better than anything else, learned that quality of discipline
[64]
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THE HAY BUSINEs=s OF THE GUVERMNMENT

The malter of proper feed for cavalry borses was 8 constant perplexity to the Fedemal Government wntil the men kol learsed how
toenre for their moants.  During the frst two yenrs of the war two humdred and eighiy-four thousand horses were furmnished Lo the avalry,
:.ItthlHIl the maxkisim sl of m'-'a.|r_|.'n1|l|| ki the Beld at any te -||1|r;11H this |H.-Fin:'u| did ot exoeed nitt_'.' thoumand, The enormous
number of casualties pmong the horses was doe bo many camses, among which were poor horsemanship on the pard of the mw troopers
masesed in al the !H'ﬁiml'::'l“' of Lhe war, and the RO anel s i:H"“I'i.rl.'ll'_l‘ o8 the farl I | EnaRY offeers and mes as 1o the ena-
dition of the horses’ backs nnd leet, are as to food and cleanliness, nnd the proper treatment of the many diseases 10 which horses
ofl active servioe are sabjecl.  In such o tremendoas machine sz the quartermaster’s department of the Army of the Polomas, con-
taimimg st the begimning of the war many officers with absolisiely no experience as quariermasters, there were neoessarily many vexatious
delays in puschasing and forwanding supplies, and many disappointments in the quality of supplies, furnisked too often by scheming
oonlmctors, By the time the photograph above reprodoced wms taken, 1868, the business of tramsporting hay to the army in the
Bl has] Teen the ﬂ'qlll;ht_'r ?a:fhl-l'lll.'l.”l’l'ﬂl_ as Lhe FWATTHLRE latwsrers in the pictare allesl,

AT THE HAY WHARF., ALEXANDRIA




GOVERNMENT HAY-WHARF AT ALEXANDRLA. VIRGIXIA

The army which MeClellan took to the Peninsula had to be created from the very Toundation.  The regular
army was boo small to furnish more than a portion of the general offieers and a very smiall portion of the
staff, so that the staff departments and staff officers had to be faghioned out of perfectly raw material,
Artillery, small-nrms, snd ammunition were to he mannfactured, or purchased from abroad; wagons, am-
bualnmees, bridge-trains, camp eouipage, hospital stores, and all the vast impediments and material indis-
penznble for an army in the feld were to be manifactured,  The tardiness with which cavalry remounts
were forwarded to the regiments was a frequent subject of complaint.  General MeClellon complained
that many of the horses furnished were “totally unfitled for the service and should pever have been re-



SENTRY GUARIMNMNG FEED FOR FEDERAL HORSES, 1864

ceived.  Creperal Poge hadd in faet reported that o covaley nombsered on poper gbout foore tlowsand men,
but their horses were completely broken dewn, and there were not five hundred men, all told, eapable of
doing such serviee as should be expected of cavalry,”  The demand for horses was so great that in many
cases they were sent on active service before recovering sufficiently from the fatizue incident to a long
raillway journey. One case was reported of horses left on the cars fifty hours withont food or water, amd
then being taken oul, issued, and used for immedinte service,  Aside, too, from the ordinary disenses Lo
which horses are subject, the Virginia soil seemed to be particulardy productive of diseases of the feet.  That
known as “seratches ™ disaliled thousands of horses dudng the Peninsula compaign and the march of Pope,



MENX WHO sHOD A MILLION HURSES

This photograph presents another pspeet of the ggantie system whereby the Union eavalry became organ-
tzed and equipped =0 as to prove ircesistible after 1863, In the fiscal year 1864 the Union Government bought
and captured neardy 210000 horses. The army i the field required about 5000 new hiorses every diy.
Bheridan’s foree alone required 150 new horses a day during the Sheanndoal campaign. Al (Gieaboro, the
big remount depot near Washinglon, they handled 170,622 horses in 1864, and in June, 1866, they lad
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PART OF THE GIGANTIC ORGANIZATION OF THE FEDERAL CAVALRY

only 32 left, This was exclugsive of 12,000 or 13,000 artillery horses handled at the same depot.  All these
nnimals had to be shod. This photograph shows zome of the men who did it, with the implements of their

The armiy in the field kept this army at home busy supplying its manifold needs,
ouly srray of men was ol e feont.

trnde, The Southerners
AL hoome, they had only an anny of women, kmitbing, wenving, and

sewing for the rapped soldiers in the ficld. The men wholesale had left their businesses and enlisted.
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which subordinates the comfort and pleasure of the individual
to the greatest good of the greatest number,

The trouble was that upon the organization of so many
regiments of volunteer cavalry, both officers and men were nat-
urally uninstructed and therefore ineflicient. Horses were
overloaded, marches were prolonged bevond endurance and
without proper halts for rest, forage was not always regularly
provided, and troopers were not held down to those many little
things which, whether in the saddle or in camp, make for the
enduranee of the horse and for the mobility of mounted troops,

Tactically, both officers and men of the newly made cav-
alry had everything to learn. In spite of the splendid natural
material which was attracted to the mounted serviee, and the
lavish expenditures of the Federal Government in its behalf,
the first period of the war only emphasized the fact that, given
unlimited resources in the way of men, horses, and equipment,
efficient cavalry eannot be developed inside of two vears or
more,

To be fully prepared at the outbreak of war, regular eav-
alry should be kept during peace at its war strength; while if
reserves of militia cavalry cannot be conveniently maintained
during peace, ample reserve supplies of arms and equipment
should be laid by, and such encouragement given to the breed-
ing and rearing of saddle-horses as will enable the Government
to place eavalry in the field without all the vexatious and hu-
miliating delays which attended the fitting out of the Federal
cavalry force in 1861 and 1862,
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ONE OF THE REGIMENTS THAT STUART ELUDED

A glanes al the gallaat sml bandy bearing of Huesh's Lancers as they looked in 1562, and st their curioes weapons, saggestive maore of
Continental than of American warfare, beings sufficient testimony to the high quality of the men who etulenvorad 1o curb the Con-
federate leader, Stuart, amd the resources behind them.  The nsosl prmansent of the Unjon volunieer cavalry regiments consisted of
& saber, a revolver, anid a ni1‘||,|,[r\-:-||u| enrhanie,  “TheSixth I'q,lr\||'\-|_l\.'|l\.'|1:|i:|. wak provided with lagioes fin addition to the Flih|1||. Pwelve car-
hines beimg afierwands sdded to the eqoipment of each treop for picket and scouting duty, A clean cul, smart-looking lot they are
by the sireaming pennants—the privates, pecraited from the fashionable athletic sel of the day in Philadelphia, no less than the officer,
a0 imtent apon the colfor that his onlerly is pouring out.  Bat it was vainly that in Xorth or South, in Pennsylvasia or in Vieginin, in

Federal territary or along the hanks of the Chitkabominy, the men of this crack Pennsylinnin reginesent tried o mich Stuart and his
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LANCERS 1IN THE FEDERAL CAVALRY

fleet commamid. At Tunstall’s Station, Vieginis, they were two hours late; st Emmittshurg. Maryland, an hour early. On the
wrornaion of Suart's famows raid on Chambersborg, 18 etober, 1882, General Pleasos ben, Errblabed h:\. (18 III|I!.'II'i1_'¢' of 1he -||||.|'i:|u Boaith-
crner, had madle every disposition 1o head off the miders before they resched the Potomae,  General Pleasonton himself, with sight
hamnalred men;: Colonel Richard H. Bush, with his unbgee lancers, and General Steneman, with his commanil, were all scouging Uhe conntry
in sesrch of Stuart, who was encumbersd with many caplured Borses, bul was moving steadily toward the Polomse, A march of thirty-
two miles from Chambersbusg brought the wily Stsart to Emmittsburg about seven o'clock on the evening of the 11th. One hour
lefiee their arrival six oompanies of the Lancers, at that finse atfacdsed Bo the Thind Brigade, Bad ]m.“l'lt |||:|'i:||||:]| the lown om thels

way bo Ceettysburg.  But until the day of kis death, Stuart often managed so that the Usion cavalry came Loo sarly or oo lote.



THE CAVALRY CORPS OF THE ARMY
OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA

By Hovaes Coxpan
Mujor Cavalry Corps, drmy of Northern Virginia

HE Cavalry Corps of the Army of Northern Virginia
was a growth, not a ereation,  Its nucleus was formed of

three cavalry companies, at Harper's Ferry, in April, 1861,
* Clarke’s Cavalry " was stationed at the bridge over the Shen-
andoah River near Harper's Ferryv; Ashby's company was at
the bridge over the Potomae River at the Point of Rocks, and
Dirake’s company was at the bridge at Brunswick. J. E. B.
Stuart was ecommissioned as lientenant-colonel and assigned to
the command of the cavalry in the district then commanded by
Colonel T. J. Jackson. When General Joseph E. Jolhnston
relieved Colonel Jackson, the forces were withdrawn from
Harper's Ferry, and the headquarters of that army were at
Winchester, in the Shenandoah valley,

On July 1, 1861, General Patterson erossed the Potomae
at Williamsport with the intention of operating against Gen-
eral Johnston, and preventing him from reenforeing Beaure-
gard at Manassas. The first engagement of any kind between
these opposing forees is known as “ the affair at Falling
Waters,” in which Jackson, with three hundred and eighty
infantry and one piece of artillery, detained the advanee of
Patterson’s army for some days. Colonel Stuart, with his cav-
alry, was reconnoitering on Patterson’s right flank, While
passing along the edge of a picce of woads, he came suddenly
upon & company of Pennsylvania infantry, separated from him
by a high rail fence. Stuart, dressed in a blue-fHlannel coat and
corduroy trousers, rode to the fence and in peremptory tones
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CHAPTER
SEVEN

PARTISAN RANGERS
OF THE CONFEDERACY

AFTER A VISIT IV THE CONFERERATE RAIDERS—ON TIE FEDERAL
LINE OF COMMUNICATION IN VIHGINLA, 1802



Caidinn a Federal Wagon Train - ¢+ ¢+

which a number of wagons were loaded, sounded along the
valley road, not unlike the firing of artillery in action. Gen-
eral Rosecrans expressed the opinion that the Confederates
were bombarding his depot of supplies at Bridgeport.

General Rosecrans, in his official report, admitted the loss
of five hundred wagons, so that there must have been from
one to two thousand mules destroyed. While the wagons
were still burning, and before those of us who had gone to the
extreme limit of the train could return to the main column,
Colonel MeCook, in command of the Federal cavalry, arrived
on the scene and formed his line of battle between us and our
main eolumn.

The capture and destruction of this immense train was
one of the greatest achievements of General Wheeler's cavalry,
and I was proud of the fact that the Fourth Alabama, unaided,
did the fighting which took it. Its loss was keenly felt by the
Federals, for it added to the precarious situation of the army
in Chattanooga., and reduced rations to a cracker a day per
man for several davs in succession.  Creneral Wheeler reported :

* The number of wagons was variously estimated from
eight hundred to fifteen hundred. . . . The quartermaster in
charge of the train stated that there were eight hundred six-
mule wagons, besides a great number of sutler’s wagons, The
train was guarded by a brigade of eavalry in front and a brig-
ade of cavalry in rear, and on the flank, where we attacked,
were stationed two regiments of infantry.”  General Rosecrans
in a despateh to (General Burnside, dated Oectober 5, 1863,
said, ¥ Your failure to close your troops down to our left has
cost five hundred wagons loaded with essentials, the post of
MeMinnville, and heaven only knows where the mischief will
end.”  From my own observation, I believe that five hundred
would not be very far from correct. We missed about thirty
wagons which had turned off in a narrow and little-used road-
way, and were already partly toward Walden's Ridge.




THE EVACUATION OF JOHNSONVILLE AFTER FORREST'S SUCCESSFUL RAID

When General Porrest swooped down on Johnsonville the landings and banks, several acres in extent, were
piled high with freight for Sherman's army,  There were several hoats and barges yet unloaded for want of
room. - Poreest captured IF, 5, Cunboxd 55 and three transports and barges,  Owing to o misunderstanding
of Forrest's orders to o prize-crew, two Union gunbonts recaptured the transport Fenss, loaded with stores
which Forrest had tronsferred from the stesmer Mazeppa, captured st Fort Heimon, and also some of For-
rest s 20-pounder Parroll guns, which his exhaosted horses could mo |-:a-r'|gv|'r draw. Colonel I8, D Mussey
U. 5. A, reports that the Thirteenth U. 8. Colored Infantry and o section of Meig's battery stood their
ground well. This was one of Porrest's swift raids which imperiled the stores of the Union armies,

COSTREST W1 APVEE O BETECEA OO



aa aiding a Federal Wanon Train - ¢+« +

full speed, and receiving a volley at close quarters, were suc-
cessful in riding over and capturing the entire escort within
a few minutes. We found ourselves in possession of an enor-
mous wagon train, and such a scene of panic and confusion
I had never witnessed. Our appearance directly in the rear
of Rosecrans’ army, which was not more than twenty miles
away, was wholly unexpected. As a matter of precaution, the
Federal general had directed Colonel E. M. MeCook with a
division of eavalry, then near Bridgeport, to move up the
Sequatchie valley, and be within supporting distance of this
train, but he failed to be in position at the eritical moment.
When the fighting with the escort began, the teamsters
had turned about in the hope of eseape in the direction of
Bridgeport. As we came nearer, they became panic-stricken

'\."-’
l\.

il{":.}.‘;\{ff and took to their heels for safety, leaving their uncontrolled
m‘\.‘?‘" '\_‘ A v 5

k‘;\“’t\‘-}' 3 teams to run wild, Some of the wagons were overturned,
o blocking the road in places with anywhere from ten to fifty

teams, some of the mules still standing, some fallen and tangled
in the harness, and all in inextricable confusion. For six or
eight miles we followed this line of wagons, with every half-
mile or so a repetition of this seene. As we proeeeded, men
were detailed to set fire to the wagons and to kill the mules,
sinee it was impossible to escape with the livestock. After a
run of six or seven miles, I ventured to stop for a few minutes
to help myself to a tempting piece of cheese and some crackers
which I saw in one of the wagons., Filling my haversack, 1 was
on the point of remounting, when General Wheeler rode up
and ordered me to " get out of that wagon and go on after the
enemy,” which order 1 obeved, and had the honor of riding
side by side with my commander for some distance further
among the captured wagons. As he turned back. he ordered
the small squadron that was in advance, to go on until the last
wagon had been destroyed, which order was fully executed.
By this ime the smoke of the burning train was visible for

many miles, and soon the explosions of fixed ammunition, with
Ry
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THE INADEQUATE REDOUBRT
AT

JOHNSONVILLE

When, meost unexpectedly, the Confederate Generil Xathan B, Forrest appeared on the bank Oppesite
Johnsonville, Tennessce, November 4, 1864, amd began firing across the Tennessee River, & distance of
about four hundred yards, the fortifications of e post wers guile inadequate.  They consisted only of e
doubt for six gunson the spur of the hill overdooking the town and depot (<een elearly in the distance above).
and two advanced batteries and rifle-pits, Three gunboats were in the Aver.  Their commander, afraid of
falling into the hands of the enemy, ordersd hizs punboats zet afire and abandoned. The ranking officer
of the troops ashore followed his example and ordered all transports and barges destroyed in the same way.
A terrible conflagration which consumed between one and two millisn dollars® worth of Federnl property
ensucd. O the 30th of November te few remaining stores nol bured or eaplured by Forrest having

bieen removed by railroad to Nashville, the post was evacnated.
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“ During the battle, with the available foree { which never execeded
2000 men) not on other duty (such as guarding the flanks), we fought
the enemy vigorously and suceessfully, capturing 2000 prisoners, 100
wigons and teams, a large amount of other property, and 18 stands of
colors, all of which were turned over bo the proper nuthoritaes*

After Roseerans’ army had sheltered itself behind the for-
tifications of Chattanooga, Forrest was ordered in the direction
of Loudon and Knoxville to watch Burnside, whose corps oc-
cupied the latter place, while Wheeler remained in command
of the eavalry with Bragg in front of Chattanooga.

When Bragg consulted Wheeler in regard to an expedi-
tion north of the Tennessee to break Rosecrans' lines of com-
munications, Wheeler informed him that few of the horses
were able to stand the strain of such an expedition. He was,
however, ordered to do the best he could, and a few days after
the battle all the best mounts were assembled for the raid.

We reached the Tennessee River on September 30th, at
or near Cottonport, about forty miles east of Chattanooga, and
although our erossing was opposed by some squadrons of the
Fourth Ohio Cavalry, posted in the timber which lined the
north bank, under cover of two G-pounder Parrott guns, we
succeeded in fording the river, which here was not more than
two or three feet deep at this dry season of the vear, From
this point, without meeting with any material opposition, we
made our way rapiudly across Walden's Ridge and descending
into the Sequatchie valley at Anderson’s Cross Roads, early
on the morning of October 2d, encountered the advance guand
of an infantry escort to an enormous wagon train loaded with
supplies for the army in Chattanooga. Parts of two regi-
ments under Colonel John T. Morgan were ordered to charge
the escort of the train, which they did, but were repulsed, and
came back in disorder. 1 was standing near Colonel A. A
Russell who commanded the Fourth Alabama Cavalry, when
General Wheeler rode up and ordered him to lead his regiment
in. As soon as our line could be formed, we rode forward at




THE PRECARIOUS MILITARY RATL-
ROAD IN 1864

A vlose look down the line will eonvines
the beholder that this is no modern mail-
road with rock-ballasted road-bed  and
heavy rails, bul o precarious construction
of the Civil War, with light, easily bent
iron which hundreds of lives were sacri-
foee] Lis 11!!::1: Jl.pjlnrk‘u:llilll.-l._}' stenight., In
order to supply an army it is abaolutely
necessary bo keep open the lines of com-
munsealon. An extroct  [rom CGeenersd
Rosecrans” letter to General Halleck, writ-
ten Detober 16, 1863, brings out this neces-
sity most vividly: ¥ Evidence inereases that
the enemy intend a desperate effort to
destroy thiz army. They are bringing up
troops to our front. They have prepared
pontoons, and will probably operate on our
left flank, cither to cross the river and
foree us bo quit this place and Gght them,
or lose our communication. They will
thus separate us from Burnside, We can-
mid feed Hooker's troops on our left, wor
can we spare them from our right depots
and communications, nor hes he trans-
1mrl:|l‘Im1. + + » Hai we the milroad from
here to Bridgeport, the whole of Sherman’s
and Hooker's troops brought up, we should
not probably eutnumber the enemy. This
army, with its back to the barren moun-
tains, ronds narrow and difficult, while the
enciy has the railroad and the corn in lis
pear, 8 at much disadvantage.” The rail-
way repairs of Sherman’s army in the Ab-
lantn eampaipgn were under the manage-
ment of Colone]l Wright, o civil engineer,
with o corps of two thousand men. They
often hind to work under o gelling fire until
the Confederntes had been driven away,
but their efficiency and skill was beyond
praise. The ondinary wosden roilway
bridges were reconstructed with a standard
pattern of truss, of which the parts were

interchangeable, sufely i the rear.



THE DESTRUCTION OF ROSECRANS
GREAT WAGON TRAIN

By Joux Arvax Wryern, M.ID., LI.IM.
( Late of Quirk’s Svonts, Confederate States Aroy )

HE Confederate cavalry was an important factor in

Bragg's defeat of Rosecrans’ army at Chickamanga.

Forrest was in full command on the right, while Wheeler, six
miles away, covered the Confederate left wing.

Bragg had placed them thus wide apart for the reason
that Forrest had flatly refused to serve under his chief of
cavalry. After Wheeler's disastrous assault on Fort Donel-
son, February 8, 1863, where Forrest had two horses shot un-
der him, and his command lost heavily, he bluntly told his su-
perior in rank he would never serve under him again, and he
never did.

The records of these two days of slaughter at Chicka-
mauga—{for twenty-six per cent. of all engaged were either
killed or wounded—show how these great soldiers acquitted
themselves. Forrest's guns fired the first and last shots on
this bloody field. It was Wheeler's vigilance and courage
which checked every move and defeated every advance on the
Federal right, and finally in his last great charge on Sunday,
pursued the scattered legions of McCook and Crittenden
through the ecedar brakes and blackjack thickets in their wild
flight toward Chattanooga. And it was this alert soldier who
on Monday, September 21st, in the Chattancoga valley, five
miles from the field of battle, made an additional eapture of
a train of ninety wagons and some four hundred prisoners.
The success of his operations at Chickamauga may be judged

from his official report:
[158]
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RUINS OF SALTPETRE WORKS
[N TENNESSEE

18455

Saltpetre being one of the necessary inpredients of powder, it was inevitable that when cotton-mills, fron-
works, and every vseful industey were suffering destruction by the Union envaley in Tennesses, the salt-
pebre fncbory should share the same fate.  The works were foredoomed, whether by the Union cavaley or
by the Confederate eavalry, in order to prevent them from falling into Union hands. The enterprising
photographer seized a mioment when the eavalry was ot hand, A dejected charger s hanging hiz head by
the side of the ruined mill. Two men are standing ab e left of the house, of which nothing remains but
the framework and chimney, The importance of destroyving these works could hardly have been over-
estimated. It was the caze holf a century Inter, ns stated by Hudson Maxim and other military anthori-
ties, that collision between America and a foreign countey with a powerful navy would bring, as that coun-
try’s first move, the cutting off of our saltpetee supply from South Ameries and thuz the enpphng of our
ability to manufacture powder,



Halisy threw up his hands in token of surrender. As Fastin
apl}rtmcllcil him, having lowersl his weapon, Halisy fired,
again missing, whereupon Eastin shot Halisy through the
head, killing him instantly, his body falling into the river.

While this combat was taking place, the next in order of
the Federals had elosed with Captain Tribble. These two
opened fire without effect when Tribble spurred his horse
toward his adversary, threw his arm around him, and dragged
him with himself from the saddle into the river. Tribble fell
on top, and strangled his foe into surrendering. At this mo-
ment, the third Union trooper came on the seene, only to throw
up his hands and deliver himself to the two Confederates.

Midday, December 31st, we rested an hour, and then on
to Campbellsville where we arrived at dark, having been thirty-
six hours in the saddle. That night we slept eight hours, and
New Year's Day, 1863, left for Columbia, and thenee on
throughout the whole bitter cold night without stopping, pass-
ing through Burkesville on the morning of January 2d, where
we recrossed the Cumberland.

This was Morgan's most successful expedition. The
Louisville and XNashville Railroad was a wreek from Bacon
Creek to Shepherdsville, a distance of sixty miles. We had
captured about nineteen hundred prisoners, destroved a vast
amount of Government property, with a loss of only two men
killed, twenty-four wounded, and sixty-four missing. The
command returned well armed and better mounted than when
it set out. The country had been stripped of horses. Every
man in my company led out an extra mount.

During our absence the battle of Murfreesboro had been
fought. The Confederates had captured twenty-eight pieces
of artillery, and lost four—and although Bragg retreated, he
had hammered his opponent so hard, that it was nearly six
months before he was ready to advanee. Morgan's destrue-
tion of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad was an important

factor in this enforeed delay.
[Ba4]
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the '-'l\.lil'illi_.: aof the Unicn 'r:|':||'r_'h| s fear in Devember, 1804, thal Hood would crasd® the Cumberlond Hiver i the vicinity of MNash-

*HBy all means,” telegraphsd Grnt to Thomas, “svoid o fool-rece to see which, you o Hood, can beat to the Ohia,'

ville and repeat Brage's march to Lhe Obio. A envalry corps was stationed pear the Louisville and Nashville Railecad fortified bridge,
and & I'l'|.:illll'|1|. o Llil'klr'..a I\."[Il uiarel aloag tho batks af the stream, while oo the waler, H.lll.|:|x|.|.1. ironclsds, and *‘tinclads™
kept up a constant patrol. The vear before the Confedernte mider, John H. Morgan, had evaded the Unica guards of the
Comberdsnd and eeacked the bomler of J"n.'r.ll-\._'.'l.'c'.l'.li.ll lelore be was forced Lo sureender. On December Sth s ni-:l-.-:pn-_'.-l Feport
had the Confederates aoross the Cumberfand, but it proved that only asmall detachment bad been sent oul 1o reconnoiter
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THE VALLEY OF THE CUMBERLAND, FROM THE TOP OF THE NASHVILLE MILITARY ACADEMY
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stirrup leather, trudged on through the slush and ice to keep
from freczing.

Daylight found us several miles south of Lebanon and
the strong Federal command concentrated there to eateh us,
but we kept on without halting, for another heavy column was
reported moving out from Mumfordville and (Glasgow to inter-
cept us at Columbia or Burkesville, before we could recross the
Cumberland River.

About ten o'clock on the morning of December 31st, as
the rear guard was crossing Rolling Fork some five or six miles
south of Lebanon, there occurred an incident of more than
ordinary interest. Captain Alexander Tribble, Lieutenant
George B. Eastin, and a private soldier were sent on a detour
to New Market, four or five miles from the line of march, to
secure a supply of shoes which were reported stored at that
point.  As they were returning to overtake the command, they
were pursued by a squad of Federal cavalry., Being well
mounted, the three kept a safe distance ahead of their pursuers.
Glancing backward over a long, straight streteh of road, they
observed, as the chase proceeded, that all but three of their pur-
suers had checked up, and they determined at the first favor-
able place to ride to one side and await the approach of their
pursuers and attack them. The place selected was the ford at
the river. At this point Eastin checked his horse and turned
sharply to the right, concealing himself under the bank. "I'rib-
ble continued into the middle of the stream, which here was
about fifty yvards wide, and stopped his horse where the water
was about two feet deep. For reasons satisfactory to himself,
the private soldier kept on, leaving the two officers to confront
the three Federals, who now were in sight, coming at full speed
toward the river and from fifty to one hundred yards apart.
The leading Federal was Colonel Dennis J. Halisy of the
Sixth Kentucky Cavalry. As he came near Fastin, the latter
fired at him with his six-shooter, which fire Halisy returned.

Both missed, and as Eastin now had the drop on his adversary,
[134]




General Clalmers was the right-
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Jlis Brst service wns il Shiloh.
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Colonel Harlan reported his loss as three killed and one
wounded. We did not lose a man, and with the exeeption of
Duke, our wounded rode out on their horses,

We reached Bardstown at dusk on the 20th. Between
daylight and sunrise, December 30th, 1 witnessed one of the
frequent ineidents in all warfare—the pillaging of the largest
general store in this town. The men who had erowded in
through the doors they had battered down, found difficulty in
getting out with their plunder through the surging erowd,
which was pressing to get in before evervthing was gone. One
trooper induced the others to let him out by holding an ax in
front of him, cutting edge forward.  His arm clasped a bundle
of a dozen pairs of shoes and other plunder, while on his head
was a pyramid of eight or ten soft hats, telescoped one into the
other just as they had come out of the packing-box.

About midday a chilling rain set in, which soon turned into
sleet,  Reaching Springfield in the gloom of December 30th,
we were ordered on to Lebanon, nine miles further, to drive in
the pickets there and build fires in order to give the foe the
impression that we were up in force and were only awaiting
daylight to attack. We piled rails and made fires until late at
night, while Morgan was making a detour along a narrow and
little-used country road around Lebanon. Later we overtook
the command, and acted as rear guard throughout that awful
night. Between the bitter, penetrating cold, the fatigue, the
overwhelming desire to sleep, so difficult to overcome and under
the conditions we were experiencing so fatal if yielded to, the
numerous halts to get the artillery out of bad places, the im-
penetrable darkness, and the inevitable confusion which attends
the moving of troops and artillery along a narrow country
road, we endured a night of misery never to be forgotten.

As morning neared, it became our chief duty to keep each
other awake. All through the night the sleet pelted us unmer-
eifully, and eovered our coats and oilcloths with a sheet of fee.

Time and time again we dismounted, and holding on to the
[132]
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BLOCKIOUSES GARRISONEL

AGAINET

WHEELER™S CAVALRY

In 1865 nn sttempt to supplement bis lack of eavaley for the guarding of hia line of commusications was malke
by Rosecrans, through the building of blockhouses slomg the milread, garrisoned by small forees of infantry.
The allempt wos not uniformly suecessful,  “The Confedorate horeemen snder Wheeler somietimes advanced
on Tool apal siicoecded i -|'.|.r|-_|.'ih,|.: ihe ldimckbotises and rnl'q-n'-jn.; the sureender of its garrizso.  The |1.|.'.n|.r;|'
were the real troohle-makers for the penemls in the Geld who were sttempting 1o vietm] their amaes,  The
problem bemme less complex in the st iwe yoars of the nar, when ihe Fodersl cavalry was tmined to bigher
elliciency anil the power of the Confedemtes had dwindled following the exhasstion of their supply of borses.
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brought up, and after the raiders fired a number of shells
and solid shot, which knocked great holes in the houses, the
garrison surrendered.

On the 28th, the two great trestles on the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad at Muldrangh's Hill were destroved.
They were each from sixty to seventy-five feet high, and nine
hundred feet long, constructed entirely of wood. They were
guarded by two strong stockade forts, garrisoned by an In-
diana regiment of infantry. Both strongholds were assailed
at the same time, the artillery doing effective work, and in less
than two hours, the two garrisons of seven hundred men were
prisoners. They were armed with new Enfield rifles, one of
the most effective weapons of that day.

After burning the trestles, the command moved to Roll-
ing Fork River. The greater portion erossed that night and
proceeded toward Bardstown,  Five hundred men under Colo-
nel Cluke, with one piece of artillery, attacked the stockade at
the bridge over Rolling Fork River, but before it could be bat-
tered down, a column three thousand strong under Colonel
Harlan (later a Justice of the Supreme Court), compelled his
withdrawal. A sharp engagement between our rear guard and
Harlan's command took place at Rolling Fork. Colonel Basil
W. Duke recrossed to take command and led Cluke's five hun-
dred men and Quirk’s scouts in such a vigorous attack that
the Federal commander hesitated to press his advantage.

At this moment, Duke was wounded by a fragment of a
well-aimed shrapnel which struck him on the head and stunned
him. The same shell killed several horses. Captaim (Quirk and
two of the scouts placed Duke astride the pommel of the saddle
on which our captain was seated, who, with one arm around the
limp body, guided his faithful horse into the swollen stream.
GQuirk and Duke were both small in stature, and the powerful
big bay carried his double load safely across. A earringe was
impressed, filled with soft bedding, and in this our wounded

colonel was placed, and carried safely along with the command.
[ 150]




LIEUTENANT-GEXNERAL

JOSEPH WHEELER,
C. 8 Al

After his exploits in Tennesses, and the days of Chickamaugs, Chattanooga, and Knoxville, where his cavalry
were a constant mensce to the Union lines of communication, so much so0 that the railrosds were guanded
by blockhouses at vulnerable points, Wheeler joined Johnston with the remnant of his men, Their swilt
movements went far to make it possible for Johnston to pursue his Fabien policy of constantly striking and
retreating before Sherman’s superior foree, harassing it to the point of desperation. Wheeler operated on
Eherman’s flank later in the Carolinas, but the power of the Confederate cavalry was on the wane, and the

el was =oon o come,

OME OF THE BLOCKHOU=ES ON THE XASHVILLE AND CHATTANGOGA BALILROAD IN 1864



By this time the leading regiment of the main column
came in sight, caught our horses, and rescued us. We re-
mounted at onee, and joined in the charge which drove the
Federals from the field. In the pursuit Captain Quirk, despite
two sealp wounds, killed one of the Northerners with his pis-
tol. Two others surrendered.

On the further march to Green River and Hammeondsville
that day, we captured a sutler's huge outfit, the contents of
which were appropriated. "That night we eamped in the woods
between Hammondsville and Upton Station on the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad. We had had a merry Christmas,

Early December 26th, we struck the road at Upton, cap-
turing a number of Union soldiers guarding the track. Here
General Morgan overtook the scouts. Attached to his staff
was a telegraph operator, a quick-witted young man named
Ellsworth, better known by the nickname of * Lightning.”
After the wire was tapped, I sat within a few feet of General
Morgan and heard him dictate messages to General Boyle,
in Louisville, and other Federal commanders, making inquiries
as to the disposition of the Federal forces, and telling some
tall stories in regard to the large size of his own command and
its movements, While thus engaged, a train with artillery
and other material came in sight from the north, but the wary
engineer saw us in time to reverse his engime and escape,
Heavy cannonading was now heard at Bacon Creck Bridge
stockade, which after a stout resistance surrendered, and the
bridge was destroved. That same afternoon before dark,
the stockade at Nolin was taken by Duke and another bridge
burned.

We camped that might, December 26th, a few miles from
Elizabethtown, which place, guarded by eight companies of an
Ilinois regiment, six hundred and fifty-two men and officers,
we eaptured on the 27th, A number of brick warehouses near
the railroad station had been loopholed and otherwise strength-

ened for defense. The town was surrounded, the artillery
[ 48]
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FEDERAL CAVALRY GUARDING THE CHATTANOOGA STATION

General Rosecrans looked narrowly to his line of communications when he et out from Nashville to attack
Genernl Braxton Bragg in the lntter part of December, 1862,  The Confederate cavaley beader, General
Wheeler, was abroad. At daylight on December 30th he swooped down at Jefferson on Starkweather’s
brignde of Kousseau's division, in an attempt to destroy his wagon-train. From Jefferson, Wheeler pro-
coecded to La Vergne, where he suceeeded in eapturing the immense supply tmins of MeCook's Corps.
Zeven hundeed prisoners and nearly a million dollars” worth of property was the Union Government’s
penally for not heeding the requests of the commanding general for more cavalry. A train at Rock Spring
and another at Nolensville shared the same fate at Wheeler's hands, and at two o'clock on the moming of
the #1st Wheeler completed the entive circuit of Rosecrans’ army, having ridden in foriy-cight hours.

[e=T]
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In three short winter days, over little-used highways
through a rough and hilly country, they rode a distance of
ninety miles to Glasgow, Kentucky, arriving at dark, Decem-
ber 24th. The order was to start at daylight, stop from eleven
to twelve to feed, unsaddle, curry, and rest, then on until night.
As the advance guard reached one corner of the publie square,
several companies of the Second Michigan Cavalry with no
idea that Morgan's men were near, rode into sight a few vards
away. In the wmélée which ensued, one Federal was killed and
two wounded, and & Confederate captain and one soldier were
mortally and one lieutenant slightly wounded. Twenty pris-
oners were captured, among them the adjutant of the regiment,
whose equipment the writer appropriated. A pumber of
Christmas turkeys which these exeellent foragers had strapped
to their saddles were also taken by us,

Ten miles north of Glasgow, on December 25th, with our
company of fifty men a mile in advance of the main column,
the vedette reported the Federals in line of battle in our front.
We were ordered to load and ecap our guns, and then rode
briskly forward. When about twe hundred vards from the
Federal lines, Captain Quirk halted us, ealled off horse-holders,
and we advaneed on foot.  Reaching the top of a rise in the
lane with a high worm-fence on either side, the Federals gave
us a lively volley, which we returned from the fence corners.
The fight had scarcely opened, when a second detachment of
Federals {Company C, Fifth Indiana), which had been in
ambush to our right, charged to within a few yards of the road
abreast of and in the rear of our position, and fired into us at
practically muzzle range.  Several of our men were wounded,
our captain being twice hit. The fusillade stampeded the
horses and horse-holders who fled in panic to the rear, leaving
us on foot in the presence of a superior foree. Five members
of our company were captured. The rest of us scrambled over
the opposite fence and ran for a serub-oak thicket, one or two
hundred vards across a field.
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MORGAN'S CHRISTMAS RAID, 186263

By Jorx Avrrax Wryern, M.D., LIL.1D.
Late of Gwirk’s Scowls, Confrderale States Armgy

HERE were approximately twelve thousand mounted

troops with Bragg's army at Murfreesboro in December,
1862, General Joseph Wheeler, Chief of Cavalry, with one
division, operated directly with Bragg during the battle. On
December 17th Forrest, with three thousand men, was sent
into western Tennessee to destrov the railroads in the rear of
Grant’s army in western Tennessee and northern Mississippi.
Morgan with two brigades, Duke’s and Breckinridge's, thirty-
nine hundred in all, with two light batteries of seven pieces,
left Alexandria, Tennessee, December 22, 1862, his object
being to destroy the Louisville and Nashville Railroad and
interrupt Roseerans’ communications with the North.

Four hundred unarmed men did duty as horse-holders
until arms were eaptured. There were no sabers. The vet-
erans of a vear or more had provided themselves with one or
two Colt’s army pistols; a few had cavalry carbines, while a
larger number were armed with double-barreled shotguns.
The greater portion carried long-barreled rifles of the Enfield,
Austrian, or Belgian make,

Morgan’s troopers were mostly voung men from eighteen
to thirty-five years old, well mounted, at home on horseback,
and there were no better fighters in the world.

They started with three davs’ cooked rations.  Every man
carried his own ammunition, two extra horseshoes, twelve
nails, one blanket in addition to the saddle-blanket, and an oil-
cloth or overcoat. With the exception of the artillery which
was double-teamed, there was nothing on wheels,
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CAMP IN THE TENNESSEE MOUNTAINS, 1863

The soldiers |-1|:|in|.! on thelr walwrs |1_l\.' the ficnimbain ]m”l watild have smiled 18 Fil:l atusemient st the ﬂllm“nlim that o lile like
theirs in “the merry greenwood ™ must be ns care-free, pictaresque, and delighiful as the carer of Robin Hood, according 1o old
]'?.I'l.‘q“'!h lallads. Thess raliders of 15683 coidd have drawn H||.'|.r|: evnaitpasle helweeh the |'u';||;|_‘f al the seene in this ='||Ii.'||-||h"l‘|'|='|||. Ll
bright sanshine dappling the trecs, the mountain wind musmuring through the beaves, the horse with his box of fodiler, the troopers
at ense in the ghade—and the hardships that beenme everyalay mastters with the cavalry commans whose paths led them ap and
down the arducus westers frontice. On soch & ]ll.l'll.'h.l“.l. HFIEET iJH._'r the Civil YWar |r!|||t|.'l;hip.|u.'r was sble to make an CXPOALEE,
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ton, four eotton factories, a navy yard, arms and ammunition
factories, three paper-mills, over one hundred thousand rounds
of artillery ammunition, besides immense stores of which no
account was taken.

This great and decisive blow to the material resources of
the Confederacy, was followed by the surrender of the cities
of Macon and Tuscaloosa, and other successes, until, on April
21st, Wilson's victorions progress was ordered suspended by
General Sherman, pending the result of peace negotiations
between the Federal and Confederate Governments,

This great movement was made in a hostile eountry which
had been stripped of supplies except at railroad centers, and
in which no aid or assistance could be expected from the inhab-
itants of the eountry. As an evidence of some of the hardships
attending the operations of separate columns composing Wil-
son's corps, General Croxton states in an official report that
from Elyton {March 30th) through Trion and Tusealoosa,
Alabama, to Carrollton, Georgia (April 25th), his command
marched six hundred and fifty-three miles through a moun-
tainous ecountry so destitute of supplies that the troops eould
only be subsisted and foraged with the greatest effort. The
brigade swam four rivers and destroved five large iron works
(the last remaining in the cotton States), three factories, nu-
merous mills, and quantities of supplies. The losses of the
brigade during this important movement, were but four offi-
cers and one hundred and sixty-eight men, half of whom were
made prisoners by the Confederates while straggling from
the command.
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road, and entirely impractieable for mounted men at all times, General
Upton nscertained by a personal reconnaissmnee that dismounted men
might with great diffieulty work through it on the left of the Range
Line road. T'he profile of that part of the line assaulted i= as follows:
Height of parapet, six to eight feet; thickness, cight feet: depth of
ditch, five feet; width, from ten to fifteen fect; height of stockade on
the glacis, five feet; sunk into the earth, four feet. . . . The distance
which the troops charged, exposcd to the fire of artillery and musketry,
was six hundred yards. . . . Genernl Long's report states . . . that
the number actually engaged in the charge was 1550 officers and men.
The portion of the line assaulted was manned by Armstrong’s brigade,
regarded as the best in Forrest’s corps, and reported by him at more
than 1500 men, The loss from Long's division was 40 killed, 260
wounded, nnd T missing, . . . The immedinte fruits of our victory were
31 ficld-guns, and one S0-pounder Parrott, which had been used against
us; 2700 prisoners, including 150 officers; o number of colors and
immense quantities of stores of every kind. . . . T estimate the entire
gorrison, including the militin of the city and surrounding country, at
T men.  ‘The entire foree under my command, engnged and in ELp-
porting distance, was 9000 men and cight guns.

On April 8th and 9th, Wilson's entive eavalry corps, ex-
cepting Croxton's brigade, crossed the Alabama River, and
having rendered Selma practically valueless to the Confeder-
acy by his thorough destruction of its railroads and supplies,
Wilson marched into Georgia by way of Montgomery. On
April 12th, the mavor of Montgomery surrendered that eity
o the cavalry advance guard, and after destroving great quan-
tities of military stores, small arms, and cotton, the cavalry
corps moved, on April 14th, with General Upton in advance,
and on the 16th captured the cities of Columbus and West
Puoint.

The capture of Columbus lost to the South 1200 prisoners,
fifty-two field-guns, the ram Jackson (six 7-inch guns), nearly
ready for sea, together with such tremendously valuable aids
in prolonging the war as fifteen locomotives and two hundred
and fifty cars, one hundred and fifteen thousand bales of cot-




A DESTRUCTIVE HAID 1IN MIsSi=s[1RF
The burming of all bridges and trestles north and south of Tapelo and the destroction of the mil-
road was the resill of Geneel A- L. Smaith's sl on that |..-.i|;| in 186k (rneral Smith started
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resulted in the burning of all bridges and trestles north and
south of Tupelo, and the destruction of the railvoad.

During the raid, a portion of the cavalry division was
newly armed with seven-shot Spencer carbines, capable of fir-
ing fourteen shots per minute. The Confederates were aston-
ished and dismayved by the tremendous amount of lead poured
into their ranks, and after the Tupelo fight one of the Confed-
erate prisoners wonderingly asked a cavalryman, * Sav, do
your all load those guns vou all fight with on Sunday, and then
fire "em all the week? ™

In the spring of the following vear, 1863, General James
H. Wilson, who had commanded a division in Sheridan’s Army
of the Shenandoah, began, under the direction of General
Thomas, an important demonstration against Selma and Tus-
caloosa, Alabama, in favor of General Canby’s operations
against Mobile and eentral Alabama. This great raid, which
severed the main arteries supplving life-blood to the Confeder-
acy, was destined to be the eulminating blow by the Federal
cavalry inflicted on the already tottering military structure of
the Southern Confederacy,

Starting on March 22, 1865, and marching in three sep-
arate eolumns on a wide front, because of the devastated con-
dition of the country, Wilson began his movement by keeping
the Confederate leaders completely in ignorance as to whether
Columbus, Selma, or Tuscaloosa, was his real objective. At
Selma, April 2d, a division of Wilson's dismounted eavalry,
facing odds in position, gallantly carried the Confederate
semipermanent works surrounding the eity, in an assault
which swept all before it

Creneral Wilson's report says:

The fortifications nssaulted and earvied consisted of o hastioned
line, on o radius of nearly three miles, extending from the Alabama
River helow to the same above the eity, The part west of the ety is
ecovered by womiry, 111.1.-]1* and adinost El'llprlﬁ-uu.h[l‘.' creek @ that on the cast
sile by a swamp, extending from the river almost to the Summerficld
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A FEDERAL CAVALRY CAMP AT BATON ROUGHE

Thiz photograph of an Hlincis regiment’s camp ol Baton Rouge wos tnken in 180, just before the Part Hudsn compaign spon which
Giriersem agil his men accempanicd Generl Banks,  ‘The treapers have found Tairly eomfortable quarters.  The smske rising lrom theie
camp-fres lenels & |ul.-||'\-|'rl||| Lovch o Bl movne. A -|=n—.|.|r_|.' LA I[N |'|'||||i|~|! s B tham an iu.l'rl.ulr:r cnmp, The harss ane (el ietml
in lluw Bimea Buebwresn e Eenids, alaaiil Bhe salih of a slpeel-way, 'I.THI_-" A |||:|.ir|.|:\.' wimibde i this ||J|||!||.:p||1||. tethersd im this fasliban,
n few of them grazimg sboul the |:I|I'E||. In the foregroamal by the oflicers” qunrbers, a charger stnmibs snidiliea, penaly for kiz master.  This
|5 nm cxovllent illustrmiion of & CRAm lafal ol acoanling o Felessl army Fepali lines.
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Meanwhile Grierson had continued his raid with less than
one thousand horsemen, breaking the Southern Mississippi,
and the New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern railroads.
Near Newton the raiders burned several bridges, and destroyed
engines aind cars loaded with commissary stores, guns, and
ammumtion; at Hazelburst, ears and ammunition: and at
Brookhaven, the railroad depot and cars.

Having no cavalry available to wateh Grierson’s move-
ments, the Confederates were kept in a state of excitement
and alarm.  Rumors exaggerated his numbers, and he was re-
ported in many different places at the same time.  Several
brigades of Confederate infantry were detached to intercept
himy, but he evaded them all.

In sixteen days, Grierson marched six hundred miles—
nearly thirty-eight miles a day—destroving miles of railvoad,
telegraph, and other property; but most of all, he distracted
the Confederates’ attention from Grant's operations against
Vicksburg at the eritical time when the latter was preparing
to eross the Mississippi River near Grand Gulf.  In its en-
tivety, the Grierson raid was probably the most sueeessful
operation of its kind during the Civil War.

The appearance of Morgan’s men on the north bank of
the Ohio River (July, 1863) ereated great consternation in
Indiana and Ohio, The Governor of Indiana ealled out the
“ Home Guards ™ to the pumber of fifty thousand, and as
Morgan's advanee turned toward Ohio, the Governor of the
" Buckeye State " called out fifty thousand ** Home Guards ™
from his State. At Corydon, Indiana, the ¥ Home Guards ™
gave the invaders a brisk little battle, and delayed their ad-
vance for a brief time.

On July 1, 1864, General A. J. Smith assembled a large
force at La Grange, Tennessee, for a raid on Tupelo, Mis-
sissippi, in which a eavalry division under General Grierson
took a prominent part in defeating the formidable General For-

rest as he had probably never been defeated before. The raid
[134]




GRIER=S0N—THE RAIDER WIHD PUZSZLED PEMBERTOXN

To the enterprise of Lytle, the Confedernbe Secret Serviee pholographer, we owe this porirail of Colonel
B. H. Gricrson, at rest after his famous maid.  He sits chin in hand among his officers, justly prowd of having
e becd one of The most I'||||n:r||_|_'|'|'|l1.' successiul feats in the entire war, T8 was highly impaoctant, i Grepent was
to carry out his maneuver of erossing the Missssippi ot Grand Gulf and advanee upon Vicksbureg from the
spiith, that Pembaerton’s attention should be distracted in other dieections.  The morning after Admireal
Porter ran the batteries, Grcerson left La Geange, Tennessee, to pencteste the hearl of the Confederacy,
sweeping enlirely throngh Mis<zsippt from north to o sootly, and regehing Baton Bouge on May 2d,  Ex-
aggerated reports flowed in on Pemberton az to Grierson’s numbers and whereabouts,  The Confederate
defender of Viekshburg wos obliged to send out expeditions in all directions to bey to inbereept lim,  This was
one of the numeerous instonees where s smaoll hody of covaley interfersd with the meovements of o much larger

foree,  ILwas Van Do, the Confederate cavaley man, who had upeet Grant "s ealeulations four months before,



FEDERAL RAIDS AND FKPEDITIGNS
IN THE WEST

By Cranres 1), Kaones
Chagelavior, Lrevernd Xty Ouited Stades A rmy

HE military operations of the Union armies in the South

and West were not lacking in famous raids, having for
their main objects the destruction of the supply eenters of the
Confederacy, the cutting of railroads and lines of communica-
tion between these centers and the Southern troops, and the
drawing away from important strategie operations of large
bodies of the foe. One of the most famous of these raids was
that made by Colonel B, H. Grierson in the spring of 1863,

Starting from La Grange, Tennessee, on April 17th, with
three eavalry regiments of about seventeen hundred men, Gri-
erson made a wonderful march through the State of Missis-
sippi, and finally reached the Union lines at Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, on May 2d.

On April 21st, Grierson had detached a regiment umder
Colonel Hateh, Second lowa Cavalry, to destroy the railroad
bridge between Columbus and Macon, and then return to La
Grange. At Palo Alto, Hateh had a sharp fight with Confed-
erate troops under General Gholson, defeating them without
the loss of a man. Much of Hatch's success during his entirve
raid was due to the fact that his regiment was armed with Colt’s
revolving rifles. Hatch then retreated along the railroad, de-
stroving it at Okclona and Tupelo, and arriving at La Grange
on April 26th, with the loss of but ten troopers. The prin-
cipal objeet of his movement—to decoyv the Confederate troops
to the east, and thus give Grierson ample opportunity to get

well under way, was fully attained.
[1=2]
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HOW GRIERSON'S RAIDERS LOOKED TO THE COXFEDERATE SECRET SERVICE CAMERA

graph on the Aght-hand page two troops are already on foot.  Note the officers in front of Ueir troopes. The
photograph was evidently a long time exposure, as is shown hy the progress of the covered wagon which has
driven into the pieture on the befl-hand page. It wos ot the conelusion of this remarkable rabd that Grierson
reported that * the Confederacy was a hollow shell.™ Al of its population able to carry arms was on the ling
of defense.  Caplain John A, Wyeth, the veteran Confederste cavalryman who econtributes 1o other pages
of this volume, wrobe when he saw these photographs; 1 knew General Grierson personally, and have always
had the highest regard for his 2kill and courage as shown more particularly in this raid than in anyvthing
elze that he did, although he was always doing well.™

la—1]



SIX HUNDRED MILES IN SIXTEEN DAYS

Sevenbeen hundred men whe marelsd G600 miles in sixteen days, from Vieksburg to Baton Bouge. On April
1%, 1863, Grant despatched Grierson on a raid from LaGrange, Tennessee, southward as o means of diverting
attention from his own movements against Viekshurg, and to disturb the Confedernte line of supplies from
the East. Grierson destroved sixty miles of tracks and telegraph, numberless stores and munitions of war,
and brought his command safely through to Baton Eouge. These two pictures by Lytle, the Confederate
Secpet Serviee agent at Baton Rouge, form one of the mest remarkable feals of wel-plate photography,  The
petion conlinued as be moved his camera a trifle to the dght, and the result is a veritable * moving pieture,™

In the photograph on the left-hand page, only the first troop is dismounted and unsaddled. In the photo-
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—mheridan’s Trevilian raid, in which, at Trevilian Station, the
Confederate cavalry was again seriously defeated.

The purpose of the raid was to injure Lee's lines of sup-
plyv, and to draw off the Southern cavalry during Grant’s move-
ment forward by the left flank, following his unsuceessful at-
tempt to take the strong Confederate position at Cold Harbor
by direct assanlt,

Sheridan started on June 7, 1864, with about eight thou-
sand eavalrymen, the trains and supplies being cut down to the
absolute minimum. Wilson's division remained with the Army
of the Potomac. By June 11th, the command was in the
vieinity of Trevilian Station, where the enemy was encoun-
tered. Here, Torbert's division, pressing back the Confed-
erate’s pickets, found the foe in force about three miles from
Trevilian, posted behind heavy timber. At about the same
time, Custer was sent by a wood road to destroy Trevilian
Station, where he captured the Confederate wagons, eaissons,
and led horses,

Assured of Custer's position, Sheridan dismounted Tor-
bert’s two remaining brigades, and aided by one of Gregg's,
carried the Confederate works, driving Hampton's division
back on Custer, and even through his lines. Gregg's other
brignde had meanwhile attacked PFitshugh Lee, causing the
entire opposing eavalry to retire on Gordonsville,

Following this vietory, Sheridan continued his raid and
finally reached White House on the Pamunkev, on June
20th, where he found orders directing him to break up the sup-
ply depot there and econduct the nine hundred wagons to
Petersburg. This was suceessfully accomplished,

It is interesting to note that in this period of great activ-
ity for the Cavalry Corps (May 3th to August 1, 1564) the
easualties in the corps were nearly forty-nine hundred men,
and the loss in horses from all eauses about fifteen hundred.
The eaptures by the cavalry exceeded two thousand men and
five hundred horses, besides many guns and eolors.

-
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THE RETURN OF SHERIDANS TROOPERS—MAY 25 186

After their ride of sixteen dayvs to the very gates of Richmond, Sheridan and his men rejoined Grant near
Chesterfield Station. The photographer caught the returning eolumn just as they were riding over the
Chesterfield bridge. On the 21t they had erossed the Pamunkey near White Hovse on the ruins of the
rilroad brsdge, which they took only six hours Lo repair.  Two reginents al a Lime, working as pionecrs,
wrecked a neighboring house, and with its timbers soon had the bridge ready to bear the weight of horses
and artillery.  The only mishap was the fall of a pack-mule from the bridge into the water thirty feet below.
It takes much, however, to disturh the equanimity of an army mule. It turmed a somersault in the air,
struck an abutment, disappeared under water, came up, and swam tranquilly ashore without disturbing
its pack. This speaks well for the ahility as saddle-packers of Sheridan’s men. The total results of this
important raid were the destruction of an immenze quantity of supplies, damage to Confederate communi-
cations, the death of Stuart, and the saving to the Union Government of the subsistence of ten thousand
horses and men for three weeks, It perfected the morale of the cavalry corps, with incaleulable benefit to
the Union couse,  The casualties on the raid were six hundred and twenty-five men killed and wounded,
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decisive confliet which Sheridan had sought with the Confed-
erate eavalry took place. The latter were driven back upon
Richmond; the gallant and knightly Stuart received his mortal
wound, and the Union eavalry gained complete control of the
highway leading to the Confederate capital. The casualties
on both sides were severe,

Pushing on rapidly by way of the Meadow Bridge, Sheri-
dan actually found himself and his foree within the outer
fortifications of the eity of Richmond, and in imminent peril
of annihilation. In fact, a portion of the command was in such
close proximity to the city proper, that officers could plainly
diseern its lights and hear the dogs barking a warning to the
city's defenders of the presence of an army of invaders.

But with his usual genius for overcoming difficulties, Sher-
idan quickly extricated his command from its hazardous and
uncomfortable position, and pressing on over Bottom's Bridge
and past Malvern Hill suceessfully reached Haxall's Landing
on the James River, where the command was furnished much
needed supplies.  On May 17th, the raiding foree began its
retrograde movement to rejoin Grant, which was suecessfully
accomplished on the 24th near Chesterficld Station, Virginia.
Sheridan’s casualties suffered on the raid were six hundred
and twenty-five men killed, wounded, and eaptured, and three
hundred horses,

General Grant deseribes the results attained in this famous
raid as follows:

Shervidan, in this memorable raid, pussed pntirr!_v arownd Loee's LTy,
encounterced his eavalry in four engagements, and defeated thom in all:
recapbured four hundred Union prizoners, and killed and eaptured many
of the enemy ; destroyed miles of railroad and telegraph, and freed us
from annoyanee by the eavalry for more than two wecks,

This brilliant sueeess by the Cavalry Corps of the Army
of the Potomae, was followed in June by one searcely less im-

portant in its moral and material effect upon the Confederacy
[ 10 |
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A STILL SMOKING WRECK 0N THE PPATH OF THE FEDERAL RAIDE

=

This photograph shows the ruins of the bridge over the North Anna, which were =0l smoking when Lhe
photopgrapler armved witl the Union troops at the end of Sherdan’s maad. He ol mdden nearer Lo iclhi-
mond than any other Union leader before its fall. On the night of 3ay 11, 1864, his colomn of cavalry
could see the lights of the city and hear the dogs barking, amd the following day an enterprising newshoy
slipies] throngh the ines and sobl copies of the Rachmoend faguirer, Sheridan deelared that he could have
taken Richmowmd, but tlat he couldn’® hiodd . The prisoners told him that every house was Joopholed
gl the streets barrieaded, and e did not think it woerth the sacreifice in men,  But in the death of Stuwr

al Yellow Tavern, Sherdon bad dealt 5 blow severer than o rad o Uhe Capilal would live been,



Confederate property, but through the alleged treachery of a
guide, the raiders were led out of their course. A portion of
the command became separated ; Dahlgren, with about one hun-
dred and fifty troopers, was ambushed near Walkerton, and the
leader killed and most of his foree captured. The remainder
of Dahlgren’s command, under Captain Mitchell, managed to
rejoin Kilpatrick, who had meanwhile threatened Richmond
from the north, and who, finding the city prepared for his
attack, finally withdrew across the {‘Im_]-.ah::-n:nm and joined
General Butler on the Peninsula, March 3, 1864,

The Kilpatrick raid failed in its main object, but that it
might easily have succeeded seems evident from Confederate
correspondence, which shows that the interception of a despatch
from Dahlgren to Kilpatrick, asking what hour the latter had
fixed for a simultaneous attack upon Richmond, alone made
it possible for the Confederates suceessfully to defend the city.

When, early in 1864, General Grant gave Sheridan the
long hoped for opportunity to * whip Stuart,” and until the
final end at Appomattox, this peerless eavalry leader never
missed an opportunity to cut loose from the main army, draw-
g off from Grant's flanks and rear the enterprising and
oftentimes dangerous Confederate cavalry, cutting Lee's com-
munieations with the South and Southwest time and again,
and destroving immense quantities of the precious and eare-
fully husbanded supplies of the Army of Northern Virginia.

Sheridan's Richmond raid, probably the most daring and
sensational of these more or less independent operations, had
for its object, not so much the destruction of Confederate
property, as to draw Stuart and his eavalry away from the
Union army's long lines of supply-trains, and then to defeat
the great Confederate trooper.

In May, 1864, Sheridan’s splendid body of horsemen, ten
thousand in number and forming a eolumn thirteen miles in
length, moved out from the vieinity of Spotsylvania, throngh
Chilesburg and Glen Allen Station. At Yellow Tavern the

[124]
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A GROUF OF OFFICERS, FIRST MASSACHUSETTS CAVALRY

‘The officers and men of the First Massachuseits Cavalry formed port of Genernl Jisdson Kilpatrick's foree in bis Richmond mid.  The
ety bk Eriimb il ||1|||J_-r_'\.' because Lhey are down o “hphiing w.'lghl.“ Starvaliin, r.\li;||.'_-|--.|m-|||rr. abil naplits in the aadille sooa
|‘|i'\-]m-l-|'|| ul any '\-":ll.i':ﬂllllll"a flesh a LFeuiace ikl CAFTY, These men heard the laugh of the Confederate sentries ingide the forti-
firatioms of the Roathern Capital, and tumed hack only when saccess seemed impossible,  Rilpainck's oljecl had been ta move past
the Canfdernie feght 8ank. enter Bichnond, and melease the Unlon -|'.|.||'.i'\.-':n| I it I.'|i|i|:|.-_-.' |:-.'i'\-|.||:-\.. This bald jlh:-jl'\-l'l had grown oat
of President Lineoln's desize to have his proclamation of ammesty direulated within the Confedernbe lines.  The plan included alsoa mid

wpon consmunicalions and supplies \ peand ."b;[u-|i|i..r|_ wmler Dalilgren, mel defeal, asl ]";iIJHII tick, mob hearing from it, turned back.
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the Potomae, with orders to eross the Rappahannock for a
raid on the communieations with Richmond—turning Lee's
left flank and inflicting on him every possible injury.

During Stoneman’s absence the sanguinary battle of Chan-
eellorsville was fought by the Army of the Potomae, and as
the success of the raid depended in great measure upon a
Federal victory at Chancellorsville, it was not, strategically
at least, a suceess. The detachment of the Union troopers
deprived General Hooker of cavalry at a time when he par-
ticularly needed a screening foree to conceal his movements
by the right flank; and it is probable that if Stoneman’s eav-
alry had been present with the Army of the Potomae, it would
have given ample warning of * Stonewall " Jackson's secret
concentration opposite the Union right, which well nigh cansed
a decisive defeat for the Union army.

But Stoneman’s rawd destroyed millions of dollars’ worth
of Confederate property, and although it cut Lee’s communi-
eations for a short time only, its moral effect was considerable,
as shown by the Confederate eorrespondence sinee published.

The Stoneman raid was followed in February, 1864, by
the famous raid of General Judson Kilpatrick, having as
its objective the taking of the city of Richmond and the lib-
eration of the Union prisoners confined therein. General
Meade assisted the raid by demonstrations against Lee's left
and by sending Custer on a minor raid into Albemarle County.
It was supposed, at the time, that Richmond was compara-
tively defenseless, and that Kilpatrick’s foree might take the
city before reenforcements from either Petersburg or Lee's
army on the Rapidan could reach it

Kilpatriek’s foree consisted of nearly four thousand men.
Near Spotsylvania, about five hundred men under Colonel Erie
Dahlgren were detached for the purpose of erossing the James
River, and, after liberating the Union prisoners at Belle Isle,
altacking Richmond from the south,

Dahlgren’s  little  command  destroved eonsiderable
[ ]




COLONEL ULRIC DAHL-

GHREN, WHO MET HI=

DEATH IN THE HALD
UPOxN RICHMOND

As Staart threalenod Was-
mglen, s Kilpatrick in Lurn
threatensd the Capital of the
Soigth.  He was accompasicd
by Cobonel UlAe I':Iuh'lgh-n
who was to keave him near
Epotsylvania with fve bun-
alrd ||ir|b.-|! nbefy, L croses Ehie
Jams, enter Richmond on
thee south side, after liboraliag
the prisoncrs sk Belle Lsle
mnd unite with Kilpatrck's
imaim fosee Mlarch 1, 1864
The latter lefll Stevensbung
with fossr Eoissendd f‘ll'«'ﬂlf:«'
anad m hattery of horse artillery
ois the ni_“hl. of !:'|||b||.r|._|.'. Ll

##h of Febmuary, orossed the
Rapidan at Ely's Ford, sar-
priseed  and  oapbeeed e
pickel there, snd marched
rpidly  towand Richmond.
U Muaech 1st the colusnn was
within of the
city, Falling to connect with
Drablgren, Kilpatrick fnally
withdrew, ot mot cntil be
had
send o oppose him bo the
mmer limes of the Rbckmosid

aefenses. This was the near-
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driven in  the force

esé that any bedy of Union
treeps gol bo Richmosd le-
fore its fall. Colomedl Dahl-
pren met, his death upon this
mid, and part of his com-
mand| was enplured, the rest
raraping to Kilpateid, March
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mear While Hiuse,
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FEDERAL RAIDS AND EXPEDITIONS
IN THE EAST

By Cuanres I). Ruopes
Cargrbariny Crvnerad Safl, United States Araiiy

AVALRY operations known as raids, were a distinet

product of the Civil War, and although many other tacti-

cal and strategical lessons have sinee been deduced by Euro-

pean experts from this great war, it was the raid which first

excited comment abroad and created interest, as something
new in the handling of mounted men.

As early as June, 1862, General “ Jeb ™ Stuart had dem-
onstrated to both armies the possibilities of independent opera-
tions by well-mounted eavalry boldly handled by a resoureeful
leader, when, with twelve hundred Confederate troopers, he
rode entirely around the Federal army on the Peninsula of
Virginia. And again, in October of the same vear, his raid
into Pennsylvania proved that good cavalry ean move with
impunity through a well-supplied hostile country.  This raid
had the effect of causing consternation in the National capital,
and of drawing off many Federal troops for the protection
of Washington.

Stuart’s successful raids caused some modifieation of the
previous short-sighted policy of always attaching Union eav-
alry to infantry commands, and although until Sheridan’s
time, the raids made by the Federal cavalry in the East were
not remarkably suceessful and the time for their initiation not
well chosen, the Federal cavalry constantly inereased in powers
of mobility and independence of action.

Early in 1863, General Hooker detached Stoneman with
the Cavalry Corps from the main operations of the Army of
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FEDERAL ENGINEERS AT WORK OCTOBER 14, 1863

Third West v ||-|g'!|||-:|.I L |'\-||I:'||:|.I|5ﬂ|:| Ly Ehiever, o |un1i!|1|'. Ll LE[HF fozels of the Fiver. Huford ;I1ﬂ'|.'lil'l.ll:l$ﬂ.‘lh"l'!l'| eF The Germanaa
Furd, aml hivoascked that night st Mortom's Ford, where he recrossed the Rapidan and engaged o body of the enemy. At daylight
on Dheboler 188h, Uie Coalalerales atbacked 1:n'|¢|¢~:| | l".'l.l\.'ulr:- I¥vasion, bul he Belid kis iuhil:.i||| ||'||:|.'|..|H|:|' whiale Ceeneral
Warren gol the Becond Corps aoross Cedor Bun. Tt seldom took over & few bours to reliailil ons of these bridges.  Sometimes the
troogs tore sfonm Uhe nearest wooden hosises Lo get boasds and Hmber,  This wreeking of hisases was very andisois wark,  The iroes in
the Eoregronndd have been sacrificed for comstruetion parposes.
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REFAIRING CONFEDERATE DAMAGE

The busy Federal |-nif|r|.r~ﬂn AF h'|:l||i.|||:ill,|.: L mnileoail !lri.:||,|:|_l scmmsd Cedar Rus, near Catlet? s Satban, |!|'-.I:':|_'¢'|'|! ||-_|.' the Canlederites
ot Uhe peevious day, Oclober 18tk when they fell back before the Army of the Felomse onder General Meade,  The fall of 1853 was
n period of small cavalry battlen, O Seplember 108h the Army of the Polomas crossed the Rappabanneck and took position mear
Culpeper Court House.  During the next few weeks the cavalry was actively capaged in reconnoilering duty, O October 100h General
Jodin Baford was senl across the Bappahannock with the First Cavalry Division (consisting of the Eighth Hlincis, Twelfth Ilinsis,
[oer n:mplrl.'lﬂ Third Indinms, six l,'\-ullliqu.'u-p. |1||,|].|Ht| Mew York, Sixth New York, Niath New York, Seventeenth Pr“ug}'h.:.ni]_ amsd
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THE ARM THAT DEALT A FINAL BLOW TO THE CONFEDERACY

the final erushing blow—that the rations destined for his men had been captured by Sheridan.  Up and down
the Rappahannock the cavaley rode and scouted and fought by day and by night, sometimes saddied for
sixty hours, often sheeping by regiments on the slowly moving eolumns of horses, T was Gricrson who res
ported, after his ride from Vieksburg to Baton Rouge, that the Confederacy was but a hollow shell—all of
it2= mien weee on the bottledine, It was Stuart who twice crcled MeClellan's army, on the Feninsuls sod
in Muaryland, and who caused Lincoln to recall the schoolboy game: * Three times round and out.”



FEDERAL CAVALRY LEAVING CAMP

The well-filled bags before and behind each trooper indicate a long and hard trp in store.  Both the Con-
federate and Federal cnvalry distinguished themselves by their endurance on their arduous and brilliant raids.
The amount of destrivection aceomplished by this arm of the service was well-nigh inealeulable.  Stuart,
Maosby, Forrest on one side—=heridan, Grierson, Kilpatrick an the other—each in turn upset the opponents’
caleulations and foreed then o change their plans, It waz Yan Dorn’s caplure at Holly Springs that eaused
CGrennl’s first failure against Vicksburg., It was not until alter the surrender at Appomattox that Lee learned
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was full and shining brilliantly on snow over a foot in depth. ﬁ—
Dismounting a part of his command, and moving them in line  [f°
in front, with the mounted men behind, Rosser moved upon the [
sleeping host. Had they remained in their strong huts and
used their rifles, the disaster might have been averted, but as
the result, five hundred and eighty prisoners, and ten thousand
rations fell into the hands of the invaders.

On the morning of Felbruary 21, 1863, a portion of
MeXNeill's command, under Lieutenant Jesse MeNeill, entered
the city of Cumberland, Maryland, an hour before davlight.
Major-General Crook, the commander of the Department of
West Virginia, and Brigadier-General Kelley, his able lien-
tenant, were quietly sleeping, the one at the 5t. Nicholas Hotel,
and the other at the Revere House. Six thousand troops, of
all arms, oceupied the city. Sergeant Vandiver called on
General Crook, while some other member of the command
performed the like avility to General Kelley., These two
officers were persuaded to accompany their ill-timed eallers
on their return to Dixie, and were entertained in Richmond at
an official hostelry there, Rosser and his command were pres-
ent at Appomattox, but did not participate in the surrender,
but while that ceremony was in progress, this command passed
on to Lynchburg, and dissolved into their individual elements.

Up to the winter of 1863-64, the Confederate cavalry
was well organized and had proven its efliciency on many fields,
but its weakness from that period grew rapidly., The sources
of supplies of both men and horses had been exhausted, and the
best and the bravest of men and officers had fallen in battle.

On the other hand, when General Sheridan took command
of the Federal cavalry, a new and far more vigorous life was
imparted to it. Armed with repeating carbines and fighting
on foot, as well as mounted, it became the most formidable
arm of the Federal service. When the war ended, it was but
reasonable to aver that the eavalry of the Army of the Poto-
mac was the most efficient body of soldiers on earth.




BRIGADIER-GENERAL ML CALVIN BUTLER, C. 5. A,

Cenernl Butler wazs o leader under Wade Hamplon, who
played an important part in the defeat of Zheridan with
cight thousand men sl Trevilian Station, June 12, 1864, just
one month after the death of Stuart. Belween 2 ron and
dark, Butler, in command of Hampton's division of cavalry,
repulssd seven determined nssanlits of Sheridan’s men. Dur-
ing the day Butler waz unable Lo keep his hatberies in exposed
positions entively manned, bl between sinset and dark,
when the Federal cavalrymen made their st desperate
effort, the howitzers were remanned and  double-shotted
with eamister, The Fedemls cmerped from the wonds o
stome’s throw from the Confederate lines, and the canister
tore great holes in their lines. It wos ot this engagement
it General Butler lost his leg.




twenty-two miles west from Cumberland, A Federal scouting
party had been sent out from New Creek on the 26th, and
Rosser, marching all night, arrived within six miles of New
Creek at daylight on the morning of the 27th. The village
was strongly fortified, with one heavy gun enfilading the read
on which Rosser was moving toward it.  General W, H.
Payne's brigade was put in front, with about twenty men in
blue overcoats. The column moved slowly toward its object,
and citizens along the road, and travelers at that early hour
thought it was the returning party that had gone out the night
before on a scout.  Less than a mile from the two, the first
picket was reached. These men jocularly mocked the empty-
handed returning party, but they were silently surrounded and
taken along with the column. New Creek was reached and
entered. On the left was a high hill, not steep, on which an
infantry force of twelve hundred men was encamped. The
Federal troops were engaged in drving their blankets and
preparing their breakfast, when the mounted column of Con-
federates, suddenly breaking into line, charged the hill, and,
without the loss of a single hfe, took eight hundred of these
infantry. The Confederates then proceeded to destroy the
railroad bridge, and gather as much as they could earry away
of the large supplies they found stored at that point. Rosser,
encumbered with many hundred ecattle and sheep, and a long
train of ecaptured stores, turned his column homeward.

At Beverly, a village seventy-five miles west from Staun-
ton, there were stored large supplies, guarded by a Federal gar-
risom that did not exceed one thousand men. Rosser, learning
of this fact, took three hundred men from the several brigades
and started before davlight from Swoope's Depot, on Janu-
ary 10th. He spent that night, or a part of it, on a mountain-
side, without fires. "The snow was deep, and the weather bitterly
cold. Before daylight on the morning of the 11th, he was on
a hill west of Beverly, overlooking the garrison of Federal
infantry in their wooden huts on the plain below, The moon
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compelled Custer to relinquish his well-carned gains and betake
himself to fAight, while all his plunder fell into Rosser's hands.

Custer, however, remained that night near Trevilian, from
which Rosser strove to drive him, but his reward was a severe
wound which disabled him from further action that day. Des-
perately did Sheridan endeavor to drive Hampton from his
path, and the fight continued through three days, but the result
was the withdrawal of Sheridan’s forces, and his rejoining
Grant. General Grant, in his “ Memoirs,” states of this with-
drawal that ** Sheridan went back because the enemy had taken
possession of & erossing by which he proposed to go west, and
beesuse he heard that Hunter was not at Charlottesville.”

In September, Lee's army was sorely in need of beef,
Seouts reported at Coggin's Point a large but well-guarded
herd of cattle, and on the morning of the 11th, Hampton,
with his eavalry, started to capture it. Notice of this move-
ment had got abroad, and near Syeamore Church a regiment
of Federal cavalry was awaiting the assault. The cattle
were protected by a strong abatis, through which cavalry
could not pass, and a deliberate attack was required. Ac-
cordingly the Seventh Virginia was dismounted and moved
forward, while other regiments were sent around the obstrue-
tion. The herders then broke down the fence of the corral,
and tried by firing pistols to stampede the eattle, and thus get
them beyvond Hampton's reach. But Hampton’s eavalry were
born cowhovs, and, heading off the frightened eattle, soon
rounded them up, so that the expedition returned with twenty-
five hundred cattle to Lee's starving soldiers. On the 17th,
General B, 1. Butler informed General Grant that ™ three
brigades of Hampton's cavalry turned our left and captured
about two thousand cattle, and our telegraph econstruction
party.”

Rosser returned to the Valley with his brigade, and on
November 27th started on the ™ New Creek raid,” so called
from a village on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, about




A WAR-TIME YVIEW OF STUARTS GHAVE

“Gen'l Stuart—wouniled May 11, 1808==dird Blay 1% 1566 This simple hesd-slab om
its wocslod hill mear Bichmond towarnd the close of the var spell & henvy blow io the Con-
federale enuse.  Im that struggle againsd heavier and heavier oilds, every man coumted,  Amid
when destroying Fale chose for its victim the leader whose spirit bl never fallen, whose
vourage hnd never faibed, no matber haw dangerons the mbil, how fieree the charge anad coanler
charge—well might the Confederacy mourm. To the memory of this American chevalier,
tributes came mob only from comrades bul from opponeats.  One of these, Theophilus F.
Rodenbursgh—a Federnl capiain ot the time of Stuart’s death. later a savalry historian and
& contribator to other papes of this valumme—wrole, Iwenly vesrs after the traygedy, this
fitling epitaph: “ Dieep in the bearts of all tree cavalrymen, North and Scuth, will ever bum
& senfiment of sadmirmlion mingled with regret for Lhis knightly soldier aml generous man,™
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mountains to Moorefield, in Hardy County, West Virginia,
and there learning that a large wagon train of supplies was
moving from New Creek to Petersburg, moved forward to
take it. He found parked at Medley a train of ninetv-five
wagons, guarded by three hundred infantry and a small body
of cavalry. He moved one regiment toward the rear of this
body, placed others on the flank, and then opened with one
gun on its front. The effect was to stampede the teamsters,
and the infantry were unable to withstand the attack by dis-
mounted cavalry, so that in a short time the wagons, with
some prisoners, fell into Rosser's hands. On the 1st of Feb-
ruary, moving upon the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, at Pat-
terson’s Creek, he captured the guard there, and brought out
about twelve hundred cattle and some sheep,

On the Tth of June, Sheridan was sent with two divisions
to communicate with Hunter, and to break up the Virginia
Central Railroad and the James River Canal. He started
on this mission with eighty-nine hundrved cavalry. On the
morning of the 8th, Hampton, who had succeeded Stuart in
the command of the Cavalry Corps of the Army of Northern
Virginia, moved with two divisions and some batteries of horse
artillery to look after this movement. His first step was to
mtereept Sheridan before he reached the railroad. On the
night of the 10th, he had reached Green Spring Valley, three
miles from Trevilian Station, and there encamped. At this
time General Fitzhugh Lee was at Louisa Court House, and
Custer, with his characteristic boldness, took an unguarded
roud around Hampton’s vight and essaved to reach Trevilian.
He eaptured ambulanees, caissons, and many led horses. Near
at hand was Thompson’s battery, wholly unmindful of danger,
and this Custer essaved to take. But Colonel Chew, com-
mander of the battalion of artillery to which this belonged,
deployed a South Carclina regiment to hold Custer in check
until he could get another battery into position.  "This he soon
did, and Rosser, coming up with his brigade at the moment,
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did not allow of tarrving. On April 28th, the command
reached Morgantown, where it erossed on a suspension bridge
to the west side of the Monongahela, and after dark moved on
Fairmont. Here the Federals were found in considerable
force, which, after some fighting, was dispersed, and the ob-
ject of the visit to that point being the destruction of the
fine iron bridge, of three spans of three hundred feet each,
that work was entered upon and continued until the bridge
was destroyed.

Oiltown, near Elizabeth Court House, on the Little Ka-
nawha River, was owned mainly by Southern men who had
first engaged in the oil industry. There were found thousands
of gallons of cil, in barrels, tanks, and in deep flathoats then
on the water. All was burned, and Dante might have gained
some new impressions of the regions deseribed by him, from the
seenes that presented themselves to the destrovers. The dense,
black smoke rose to the heights of hundreds of feet; the intense
heat caused by the burning oil excited a breeze, and the fiat-
boats filled with burning oil. floated down the river toward
Elizabeth. After thirty days incessant marching, without sup-
plies of food, save what was taken from the people, without
artillery or wagons of any kind, the expedition returned with
seven hundred prisoners, one thousand cattle and twelve hun-
dred horses, and with a loss of ten killed and forty-two wounded.

Jones was back in the Valley the last week of May, and,
by erossing the mountains, joined Stuart near Culpeper Court
House. A little later he took conspicuous part in the battle
of Brandy Station and the ensuing campaign. The events
and ineidents of that and the following campaigns to the death
of General Stuart, have been already related.

Greneral Thomas L. Rosser had been assigned to the com-
mand of the old Ashby brigade, and soon proved himsell a
most efficient cavalry commander. In January, 1864, then
under General Early in the Valley District, he was in com-
mand of the eavalry, On January 20th, Rosser crossed the
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HORESES KILLED IN BATTLE—A SERIOUS LO=S

The mumiber of horses killsd in battle was, ofter sll, but 5 small fraction of thoase dlestroyed by exhamstion, starvation, nmil disease
dusring the Civil War, Whea Lee's army marched inlo Peanaylvanis he haal fssued sinngent orders against plundering.  The onlers
were almost implicitly obeyed exoept when it came to the question of horses.  The quartermasiers, especially of artillery batialions,
woriils] seldom report ther commands completely squipped.  The Confelerncy had no great cavaley depots like Giesboo, of thess ot
21, Louks or Greenville Bn Loufsbana, When a mount was exhanusted he haid to b= rr|:1n|;1:l|- Some of the [armers H.ll'!l.lﬂﬂ,:.' ooncenled
thesr horses in their own houses, bat a8 horsclegs irooper was a veritable slenth in minming down & horse, whether concealed s Uhe
parlor or in Uhe altle,  The Confederntos offered bo pay for the horses, bat in Confederate curreney,  The owners eccasionslly necepled
it on the principle that it was *“hetter than nothing.”  The animals thus impressed in Pepmsybvania were for the maost part great, dumsy,
flaldiy Percherons and Conestiogas, which required more than twice the feed of the compact, hard-muscled little Vieginia borses. It
wns pitlinkle to seoe these gpeeal brstes saffer when they wese compelled to dash off at full gallop with o field-pieee after pasturing on
ibry biroom-sedge and entling a quarter of o beed of weevil-imfrsted com.

A CAVALRY HOREE PFICKETEL
AT THE EVENING BIVOUAC
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and Twelfth Virginia rvegiments, and the Seventeenth Bat-
talion which soon afterward beeame the Eleventh Virginia
Cavalry. After Ashby's death, this brigade was, for a time,
commanded by Colonel Munford.  General Shields reached
the village of Port Republic, where Jackson encountered him
and drove him back down Luray Valley, and thus ended the
Valley campaign of that year.

General Beverly Robertson was now assigned to the com-
mand of the old Ashby brigade. On the 2d of August, a sharp
hand-to-hand encounter took place in the streets of Orange
Court House, between the Seventh Virginia, and the Fifth
New York and First Vermont, both commanded by General %
Crawford, in which Colonel Jones and Lieutenant-Colonel /a"’
Marshall, of the Seventh Virginia, were wounded. The Sixth [ o
Virginia coming up, the Federals reluctantly gave way, amd 3%.-5-’
were pursued as far as Rapidan Station. { -zQ

On December 20th, 1862, General W. E. Jones was as- |
signed to the command of the Vallevy District, and in March,
1863, he moved to Moorvefield Valley, with the view of gather-
g much-needed supplies of food, and also with the intention

of destroving the Cheat River viaduct, on the Baltimore and S

Ohio Railroad. The south branch, at Petersburg in Hardy By
County, West Virginia, was high, and the fords were almost -\'—\
impassable.  The artillery and the loaded wagon trains were —y|

sent back to Harrisonburg, and Jones, with his cavalry alone,
undertook the invasion of West Virginia. At Greenland Gap,
on the summit of the Alleghany Mountains, a body of Federal
infantry held a blockhouse, strongly built and gallantly de-
fended. This was taken only after the loss of several men, Rﬂ
and the wounding of Colonel Dulany of the Seventh Virginia. :F?__ﬂ"é
It was repeatedly charged by the dismounted eavaley, and was |
finally taken by stratagem rather than assault.

The Cheat River viaduet was reached on the 26th of April,
and found to be guarded by three hundred infantry entrenched iy
in a hlockhouse, too strong to be taken in a moment, and time
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A BAD SIGHT FPOR THE CAVALRYMAN

This pitilul seene after the battle of Gettyvshburg illustrates the losses of mounts after cach engrgement,
which told heaviest on the Soutliem cavaley, Up to the next winter, 18654, it was well orpanized and
had proved itz efficiency on many felds.  But from that period its weakness increased rapidly,  The
sources of supplies of hoth men and horses had heen exhansted simultaneously ; many of the best and bravest
of men and officers had fallen in battle,  From then onward 6 was oo strupgle for bare existence, until at
Appomattox the larpe-hearted Lee pointed out to Geant that the only mwounts left to the Confederacy were
those that his men were sctually riding.  Be it recorded to the Northern geneeal’s eredit that he gave ime-
miediate instrections that every Confedernte who owned his horse should be allowed to take it home for
plowing and putting in his erop. This photograph shows staff officers’ horses killed at Gettysburg,
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was the guarding of the Potomae River on a line nearly one
hundred and twenty-five miles in length. No more striking
and picturesque figure than Ashby ever won the confidence
and affections of his followers. Since his boyhood he had been
famed as a horseman, even in that land of centaurs. Through-
out all those marvelous campaigns in the Valley, which have
made Jackson immortal, Turner Ashby, as brigadier-general,
commanded the eavalry that formed an impenetrable sereen
between Jackson and the Federal armies in his front.

In May and June, 1862, Jackson moved up the Shenan-
doah valley, Generals Banks and Saxton following with four-
teen thousand troops.  General Fremont, with his army,
was approaching Strasburg from the direction of Moorefield,
while General Shields, who had crossed the Blue Ridge from
the east, was moving up Luray Valley on Jackson's left flank,
with still another division. Jackson waited at Strasburg nearly
twenty-four hours for one of his regiments, which he had left
below him, to rejoin his command, Meanwhile Fremont ap-
proached within ten miles, was met by General Richard Tay-
lor, and held in check until Jackson, starting his wagon trains
ofl before him, had followed in a leisurely manner, while Ashby,
with his cavalry, kept back Fremont, who was pressing Jack-
son's rear, Shiclds was moving rapidly in the hope of inter-
cepting Jackson before he could cross the Blue Hidge, which
Shields supposed he was striving to do. A few miles south
of Harrisonburg, Jackson turned toward Port Republie, en-
eountered Fremont's eavalry, under Colonel Perey Wyndham,
which Ashby quickly routed, capturing Colonel Wyndham and
a large part of lis command, Fremont sent forward General
Bayard and his command, which met the Fifty-eighth Virginia,
near Cross Kevs. General Ashby dismounted, and placing
himself at the head of this infantry regiment, received the bullet
which ended his career.

His former regiment, with certain additions, was organ-

ized into a brigade consisting of the Second, Sixth, Seventh,
[1me]
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PART OF THE “VAST PARK OF WAGONS" ON WHICH THE CONFEDERATES GAZED
FROM AMBUSH, OCTOBER 10, 1563

repelling their first attack, Stuart disconcecbsd the porsuil and made good his cseape. This
view of the wagons “in park,” or gathered in one large body in an open feld, represents n
train of the Bixth Corps, Army of the Polomae, near Brondy Stetion, during the autumn
dava of 1863, after the Gettysburg campaign.  The wagons in the foreground are pme-
bulances, while immediately in theie rear stand the large army wagons used for subsistence and
nquarlermaster’s stores,  The borses are barnessed to the vehieles preparatory to the forward
movement. It took this teain acrss the Rappahannock River towand Culpeper and the Rapidan,
where history indicates that they formed port of these upon which Stuart gazed so covetously.
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PRIZE THAT IMPERILLED STUART ON HIS DARING RAID INTO
FEDERAL LINES
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In this striking photograph of 1863 appears the prize at which General J. E. B, Stuart gosed

long and ardently dudng his reconnaissance o Warrenton Station on the 10th of October,

1863, after Lee's Bristoe campaign, iz half-starved cavalevmen urgently needed just suck
n wagon-Lrain az that, Bul, as they peered from their ambush, the hopeful  expressions
faded away. DBeyond the park of wagons Stuart’s practiced eye had discerned a moving

cloud of dust.  That night he was confined toon Little ndge, with the Union columns moving

to the right and left of his isolated force. By dawn the rear of the passing columns were

cooking their breakfasts at the foot of the ridge. By the bold deviee of firing into themn and




COVERING LEES RETREAT FROM PENNSYLVANIA

This photograph 15 an excellent illustration of the cavaley’s method of destroying the milroads between
e bwo capitals.  The light rails were placed across piles of ties.  The ties were lighted and the rails heated
until of their own weight they bent out of shape,  Mile upon mile of railroad could thus be destroyed in
m ooy,  MNew mils had to be brought before il was rn:-.ﬁi]ﬂiz to rebuild the line. Note the tangle of tele-
graph wires. The telegraph lines were also destroyed wherever the Confederate position was known and
it wos therefore impossible to tap them and read the Union leaders” messages,  The Army of Northern
Virginin and the Army of the Potonine spent the month of October, 1863, when this photopraph was taken,
maneuvering for position along the Rappahannock, On October 20th the Army of the Polomae was ooou-
pving Warrenton and Lee had retired to the north bank of the Rappahannock, having destroved the Orange
nned Alexandria Hailroad from Bristoe Station to the river, and by the 224, both armies were again in camp,
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circuit, erossing the Pamunkey and the Mattapony, but at
length he fell into an ambuscade near King and Queen Court
House where he lost his life, as did many of his command.

We have reached now, in the order of time, the Wilderness
campaign which opened May 4, 1864, General Grant's object
was to interpose his army between Lee and Richmond. Sheri-
dan, with about ten thousand eavalry and several batteries, had
moved to Hamilton's Crossing and thence toward Richmond,
on the Telegraph road. General Wickham, with his brigade,
followed in pursuit. Near Mitchell's shop he was joined by
Fitzhugh Lee, with about five thousand cavalry, Stuart, now
in eommand, moved toward Yellow Tavern, which he reached
before the appearance of Sheridan’s troopers. They did ap-
pear, however, and attempted to drive Stoart from the Tele-
graph road. A severe fight ensued, in which Stuart lost heav-
ily in officers, but maintained his position.

About four o'clock in the afternoon, a brigade of Federal
cavalry attacked Stuart’s extreme left, and he, after his fashion,
hurried to the point of danger. One company of the First
Virginia Cavalry was bearing the entire burden, Stuart
Joined himself to this little band and attacked the flank of the
Union cavalry. The First Virginia drove the Federals back.
Many of the latter, having lost their horses in the fight, were
keeping up on foot, One of these dismounted men turned,
as he ran, and firing at the general with his pistol, inflicted the
wound from which he shortly afterward died,

Now, to turn back, when General Johnston, on the 18th of
July, 1861, moved from the Shenandoah valley to Manassas,
he left a body of eavalry, under Colonel MeDonald, scattered
throughout the country between the Shenandoah River and
the North Mountains. In this body was a company from
Fauquier County, commanded by Turner Ashby. Later on,
this company was organized into a huge regiment of which
MeDonald was eolonel; Turner Ashby, lieutenant-colonel, and
Oliver Funsten, major. The duty assigned to this regiment
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OF THE EXGINES STORED

CONFEDERATE CAVALRY IN ALEXANDRIA, 1563
By the middle of 1563 the Federal gencrals bad lenrned the wisdom of storing in a safe place, ander a bravy guard, snything they
wanted bo k-'\-"'-'lh- Of '-"-‘]'H'l"'i=| valae was the rolling stock of ghic l||51il.1.r_r rallroaulds, which when mol I8 mee was oribered out of the dnmper
zoe.  Ceneml J. E. B. Stuart with his tivebess troopers had proved himsell s ignomnt of the meaning of the wonds “danger” o
“aastnmoe” that the Federnls had lost their eonfidense of ithe Prevsous Vear, whn ||'_|-|-_|.' lelievedd Llsat the mers illtlrr]nmil.ilbﬂ'l ol mn
army of a hindeed thousand mes was sufficient to probect a base of sapplics. This photograph was faken shout the Yime the battle
ol '”F“-:l alarg was PHiﬂH'. and Slunrl was causing i diversion jl:l.' thrvwang slerlls mivar Washingtos, I was not until the :'I.t'.lll'_ﬁ' wl
the Polomss returned to Yirgimia, with hmdquarters established at Brandy Station, that any grenl nomber of these inom horses were
illowedd aut of Lheir sabies By that time the niosn l|1|.'¢'|||r:\.' had reverved the SRR T ael 11||.:i||||h1'||: b meel the Conlodersts

troopers in their own way, and threatened the milroads nimning into Richmond.  Organization and noembers baad begun to tell
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from the danger that presented itself, but ran, and with in-
trepid foree, toward us. They charged the steep ascent, struck
down the commander of a North Carolina regiment, and only
desisted when the fire from our guns repelled them.  Stuart
withdrew from the ridge. He had extricated himself in safety,
and what would have been stigmatized as his folly, had we
been routed, beeame a proof of his genius and heroie courage.

The object of the Bristoe campaign was accomplished as
far as such objects are generally accomplished, but, on the 18th
of October, Stuart was at Buckland, with Kilpatrick in front
of him. A deviee suggested by Fitzhugh Lee proved success-
ful. Stuart withdrew and Kilpatrick followed him hopefully,
but Fitzhugh Lee had taken a position which threw him in Kil-
patrick’s rear. Upon an agreed signal, Stuart turned on Kil-
patrick in front and Lee struck his rear, and & rout ensued in
which Davies' brigade bore the brunt. It ran, and the race
extended over five miles. Custer, however, saved lis artillery
and crossed Broad Run in safety.

On the 28th of FFebruary following, Custer made a bril-
liant, and in the main successful, foray from Madison Court
House into Charlottesville, with about fifteen hundred eavalry.
Near Charlottesville were four battalions of artillery, resting
in fond security in winter quarters.  The guns were all saved
but horses were taken, and some of the gquarters were burned,
with the loss of elothing and blankets,

Kilpatrick was moving on Richmond with about thirty-
five hundred eavalry. Colonel Ulrie Dahlgren and about four
hundred and fifty men were pushed rapidly toward the Vir-
ginia Central Railroad, which they struck at Frederick's Hall,
where they captured eight officers who were sitting on a court
martial, and moved toward the James River. Thence they
moved down on the north side of the James to Richmond,
where they attacked the outer entrenchments. Hampton at-
tacked Kilpatriek’s camp and drove him from it, eompelling
his returmn to Fredericksburg.- Colonel Dahlgren made a wide




MANASSAS JUNCTION, WHERE THE FEDERAL WAR DEPARTMENT ENTERTAINED
UNEXPECTED GUESTS

* Btonewall ™ Jackson and twenty thousand men were the unexpected guesis of the North
at Manasms Junction on August 268, 1862,  The mgoed mud fnmizhed Confedernbes, who
lind marched over ifty miles in the Inst two davs, lied such a feast as they never knew
before. The North bad been lavish in its expenditures for the army. No effort had
been spared to feed, clothe, and squip them, and for the comfort of the individual soldier
the purse-strings of the nation were feeely loosed.  Strects of warehouses, erammed to the
doors, o lmee of freight cars two miles in length, thousands of barreds of our, pork, wed
Bizeuit, ambulanees, feld-wagons, and pyromieds of alaot and =hell, met the wondering
gaze of the Confederate soldiery. The sutlers” stores contsined a wealth of plunder,
*Here,” savs Genernl Gearge T, Gopdon, deseribing (e seenpe that  Tollowed, o long,
vellow-haired, barcfooted son of the South elaime] a8 prizes a tooth-brush, o box of
canadies, and o barrel of coffee, while ancther, whose bulternulb homespun hung roand him
in tatters, erammed bimsell with lobster salad, sardines, potied pame, and swectmneats,
and washed them down with Rhenizh wine. Nor was the outer man neglected.  From
piles of mew elothing, the Southermers arrnyved themselves in e Blwe aniforms of the
Federals. The naked were clad, the barefooted were shad, and the sick provided with

luxuries to which they had long been strangers.”™ Al unportable stores were destroyed.
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the eavalry. Thus formed, he moved to the front, leaving
wagons and moving dust far to our right.

At some distance ahead, there rose from the plain a wooded
ridge, extending northeast and southwest. Toward the end
nearest to us we headed, and began its ascent, in the order in
which we were formed. The front of the column reached the
top and moved on to the further end, from which the
ridge fell with more precipitousness than the end which we
had ascended.  When the last file of the rear regiment was
well up on the ridge and protected by the trees, no room re-
mained for more. We were dismounted and lay down, holding
the bridle-reins in our hands,

In less than an hour a heavy column of infantry ap-
proached the ridge from the direction in which we had come.
It passed to the left and moved along veryclose to the ridge and
toward its further end.  Almost at once, another column, like
unto the first and moving by its side, passed to the right of
the ridge, and at about the same distance from it, in a parallel
line toward the same end of the ridge. 5o near were these
moving columns, and so still were we, that all night long we
could hear the conversation carried on among our foemen on
either side of us.

The hours seemed interminable, but those marching col-
umns scemed even longer. Daylight eame, but still they
marched. Should sunrise find us still so beleaguered. our
chances of escape would be small. As the earliest rays of the
sun routed the mists, the long-hoped-for rear of these eolunins
went by, and halted but a few rods bevond the further end of
our ridge, During the mght, Stuart had sent messengers to

seneral Lee, telling him of our situation and asking for relief.
That relief was sent, but it miscarried. As the sun rose higher,
Stuart opened on the rear of these two ecolumns, which had
halted for breakfast, had made their fires, and were boiling their
coffee. The four guns did some exeeution, and the Federals,

startled by this “ bolt from the blue,” ran—not, as we hoped,
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lows: " No. § train, engne Secrelary, was
fired inlo at Beisboe by a party of eavaley
somne five humidred strong.  They had piled
tieson the track, bat the engine Cthrew Ehem
off, Soeerelary s complotely eiddled by bud-
lete™ It was & Tull day before the Foderls
realized that * Stonewall ™ Juckson was really
there with a lange foree. Hore, in nbunidanes,
wrad &ll that had been absent for some time;
hesides commissary stores of all sorts, there
were bwo trains boaded with aew clothing, 1o
say mothing of sulbes's stors, replete with
Hegima" nod enumerated in the regulations,
amil alss the camp of o cavalry regiment which
b vwented in favor of Jacksos's men. It
was an inberosting sight 1o seo the humgry,
Eravel-worn men d.l.L'll'I{iIl;,t thils 1“’:‘u1i|n| atie]
rewnniing themselves for sl ther fatigoes and
I‘Ir"'ll."l'«'rl.!HHI.l al the |:.r|n-r\-|li|u! fen aya, nsil
their enjoyment of it snd of the day’s rest
allowedd them,  There was & groat deal of
difficulty for & tinse in Ending what cach man
necded mest, but this was overcone through
acruide barter of |H-||H.'|Hi.11|]'nr|.|l|l]|r||.r|._'¢' WAITE O,

THE TRAIN “STONEWALL™ JACK=S0N
AND =TUART 2TOPMFED AT BRISTOE
By a move of umparalbeled bodilness, " Stone-
wall” Jackson, with twenly thowsand men,
caplured the immemse Union sopplies ot
M anasns Junction, Augnst 20, 1502, Hiswas
o periluns posithon.  Washinglon lny ope day’s
march bis Lhe noril; Warrenton, Pope's head-
quarters, bat twelve miles distant o the
soulhwest; mned III.ﬂIH (1 H.ql;qh.'lqmqul"
betwern * Stonewnll™ Jackson and Lee, stoo]
the Lents of anotber bost which oustnumbersl
the whale Confederaie AEENY, " Shotewal] "
Jacksom hsd seieed Iristos Stakbon in onder 8o
break down the mulway bmdge over Bromd
Run; and to procesd ot his befsune with the
dealrsciion of the stores. A Lrain n-l:uruinq:
emply from Warrenton Junction o Abexan-
alrin darted through the station under heavy
fire, The line was promptly torm up. Two
trains wheeh followed in the same direction as
bl Girsd il |Tr|-\.=||i:|u iIIl’Hl1 [ ||i;1| ciitlkmk-
ment.  The rport received at Alexnndna

from the tmin which escaped ran as fal-
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fromt of Sharpsburg. Thus was the advanee of Meade's army
delayed until the Confederates had recrossed the river.

In September, 1863, the Cavalry Corps of the Army of
Northern Virginia was reorganized, and Stuart’s headquarters
were at Culpeper Court House, On the 18th, Kilpatrick's
division crossed the Rappabannock, and pressing its way with
celerity and vigor toward Culpeper, eaptured three guns of the
Confederate horse artillerv. On the 22d, Buford encountered
Stuart at Jack's shop, in Madison County, and a fierce en-
gagement ocenpied the divisions of both Buford and Kilpat-
rick, with the result that Stuart withdrew across the Rapidan.

In Oectober, General Lee entered upon what is known as the
Bristoe campaign, which aimed at turning the right fank of
the Federal army in Culpeper County. To cover this move-
ment, Stuart distributed his command over a wide extent of
country and along the Rapidan. On the 10th, Stuart was or-
dered to make a reconnaissanee toward Catlett’s Station. He
sent Lomax forward, who moved to Auburn, and there learned
that the Federals were in force at Warrenton Junetion. He
further discovered that the entire Federal wagon train was
parked in a position easy of access, [t was most desirable that
its commissary supplies should be so applied as to appease the
hunger of his half-starved cavalrvmen,  Stuart consequently
moved in that direction, and on reaching a piece of woods there
was plainly seen, abont half a mile beyond, the vast park of
wagons. Stuart gazed long and ardently at this coveted prize,
but as he gazed, the hopeful expression on his eountenance
Faded away and was succeeded by one of vexation and disap-
pointment.  Beyond the park of wagons, his practised eve dis-
eerned a moving cloud of dust, which appeared to be passing
on the left of the wagons, It was growing dusk; tidings from
his rear seemed to disconcert him, and he appeared to those
who were near to be anxiously awaiting something. He
rearranged his columng some pieces of artillery were put in

fromt, and behind these a medical transport wagon, and then
[22]
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A RESTFUL SCENE AT GENERAL MeDOWELLS HEADQUARTERS—TAKEN WHILE
STUARTS CAVALRY WAS EXTREMELY RBUsY

The Federals wers enmping in Fn_'m:-t-[nE mned luxurious fashion, August, 1362, guite unconseions thatl Jackson
with Btuart’zs cavalry, was cutting in between them and Washington. It would have scemed madness to
the Union generals in command of one hundred thousand men, with potential reinforeements of fifty thousand
msore, Lhat the Confedernte leaders should gplit their army of only Bity-five thousand and separate the parts
by two days" march. It turned out that the Confederate generals were * mad,™ but that there was brllinnt
miethod in their madness, Twire they had attempted to tum the Federnl nght, when Pope lay acooss the
Rappahannock waiting for MeClellan's return from the Peninaula, and twice the watchful Pope had foiled
the sttempt., It was not until Jackson left Early’s brigade in an exposed position aeross the hastily repaived
bridge at Rappihannock Station that he manags] o delode the Union general into accepting this point
as his real objective,  Leaving Barly quite as mystified as his opponent, Jackson dizpatehed Stuart with
all the eavaley to Catlett’s Station, on the Orange & Alexandrin Roileond, where Pope’s supply trains were
parked. The night of August 23d wos pitehy blnck, and the mmin was descending in torrents, when the
Confederate horsemen burst into Pope’s camp. A few hours later they rode away with the Federal general’s
uniform and horses, his treasure-chest and personal effects, a member of his staff, and some theee hundred
prisoners, leaving the blazing enmp behind them,  The retreal of the cavalry was the final indiestion that
there would be no more efforts to turn his Fight. Two days later Jackson, with twenly thousand men,
marched around the Union right and, joined by Stuart’s cavalry, captured the immense supply-department
depol at Manassas Junction.



stationed too far to the front to receive aid from the rest of
the regiment, and henece, after receiving and repulsing several
attacks, Boston fell, with a remnant of his squadron, into the
hands of the Sixth Ohio Cavalry.

Peremptory orders were frequently given without due
eomsideration, and they were as frequently obeyved, even when
the person so ordered knew that they were destructive. In
this same eampaign, Colonel Duffié, of the First Rhode Island
Cavalry, was ordered to encamp at Middleburg on the night
of June 17th, and his line of mareh was prescribed. He fol-
lowed that line and it disclosed to him the presence of the
Confederates at many points along its course. He reached
Middleburg, and despatched an officer to General Kilpatrick,
at Aldie, to advise him of the situation, but Kilpatrick’s troops
were too exhausted to go to Duffié’s relief, and the latter's
regiment was attacked in the morning by Robertson's Con-
federate brigade, and two hundred of his men fell into Rob-
ertson’s hands.

Many brilliant incidents of the Gettysburg campaign tes-
tif'y to the efficiency of the cavalry on both sides.  While Stuart
was off on the left of the Confederate army, Robertson's brig-
ade was on the right. General W. E. Jones was sent, with
three regiments, to protect the wagon train near Fairfield.
Near that place, the Sixth United States Cavalry, under Major
Starr, met the Seventh Virginia, and decidedly worsted that
gallant regiment; but the Sixth Virginia, under Major Flour-
noy, took its place, and the tide was turned. The Sixth United
States was routed, its brave commander was wounded and
captured, with one hundred and eighty-four of his command.

As Lee fell back from Gettysburg, the Potomae River
was much swollen, From the 8th to the 11th of July, Stuart
was engaged in guarding the front of the Confederate army,
waiting for the waters to fall. Cavalry engagements, of more
or less severity, with the divisions of Buford and Kilpatrick,
took place at Booneshora, Beaver Creek, Funkstown, and in




BRIGADIER-GENERAL THOMAS T, MUNFORD, CS.A.

From the Peninsula to the last stand of the Confederate cavalry at Sailor's
Creek, General Munford did his duty beth gallantly and well.  As colone]
of the Second Virginia Cavalry he masked the placing of a battery of
thirty-one field pieces upedn B bluff at White Cak swamp, June 30, 1862,
When the sereen of cavaley was removed, the punners opened up and drove
a Union battery of nrifllery and o brgede of MeClellon®s infantry rear-
guard from a large ficld just across e White Oak stream.  His was the
regiment which picketed the rowds leading in the direction of the Federal
forces upon the seeasion of Jaekson's famons rabd arcund Pope’s army (o
Mannssas Junction, At Antictam he commanded a brigade of dismounted
eavalry, comprising the Second and Twellth Vieginia regiments and eight
gring, and he was with Longstreet and Hill at South Mountain,  General
Munford amd Genernl Rosser were two brgadiers of Fitshugh Lo
when the latter assumed eommand of all the cavalry of the Army of
Northern Virginia in March, 1865, Munford’s diminished brigade was
swepl before the Pedeeal infantry fighting beavely al Five Forks, but
with undiminished courage it drove back Crook on the north side of the
Appomnllox River only two days before Lee's surrender to Grant.
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G-pounder howitzer had been left on Fleetwood IHill, under
charge of Lieutenant Carter, and with this disabled gun and
a very limited amount of ammunition, General Gregg was held
in check until aid from General W, E. Jones' brigade could
be sent. Gregg very naturally supposed that so important a
position would not have been left unprotected, and that a
stronger protection than one howitzer would have been af-
forded it. One dash by him with but a single regiment would
have taken the position, and placed Stuart in a very uncom-
fortable situation.

From early morn till the stars arose did the battle of
Brandy Station rage. The full cavalry forees of both armics
were engaged, and neither could elaim the advantage in gal-
lantry or skill. The greater credit is due, perhaps, to the Fed-
erals, because they were the attacking party, and their assault
had to be made by crossing a swollen river in the face of a eav-
alry corps that had the advantage of being on its own ground,
and had the means of concentrating at each of the fords, which
were the only ways the Federals had of getting access to the
field. Inno engagement between these two cavalry corps were
sabers used so frecly, or charges by regiments in line made
so frequently and furiously.

General Lee was then advancing toward Pennsylvania;
Stuart was sereening this movement by keeping to the east of
the Blue Ridge, and marching northward, The country was
checkered with stone fences, strongly built and in good condi-
tion. Along the turnpike from Washington to Winchester,
passing through Aldie, Middleburg, Upperville, and Paris
there was continuous amd severe fighting in which the cavalry
alone participated. A Federal foree, formed of the second
cavalry division under General Gregg, with Kilpatrick's
brigade and a battery of artillery, moved swiftly and with
determination. Captain Reuben Boston had been placed with
his Confederate squadron on the right of the road, with instrue-
tions to hold it. Tt appeared later that this little band had been




THE BANKS OF THE CHICKEAHNOMINY IN "62—WHEN STUART CROSSED IT IN THE
FIRST GREAT RAID OF THE WAR

This smnll but guick-rizing Little stream came nearer than the entire Union aomy lo stopping Stuart in his
famoiis  ride arsund MeClellan™ on the Peninsula, June 13-15, 1862.  Thiz was the first of the greatl Con-
federnte ropds that served bto startle the Union inbo o recogmitbon of the malsdministeation of its envaley,
After a brush with a squadron the Fifth United States Coavaley, commanded by Captain Y. B, Rovall,
and a short halt at O] Churel, he marched with only twelve humdeed envalevmen, by oight, down
through New Kent to Syeamore Ford on the Chickahominy, thenee straight back to Richmond along the
James River road.  His entire loss was one man killed and a few wourded; vet he Brought prizoners and
plunder from under McClellan’s very nose.  Of most importance, he discovered the exact location of the
Federal right wing, so that Jackson attacked it a few dayz later suecessfully.  The cavaley gained con-
fidence in itaelf, and the Confederacy rang with praises of its darng.  The one really doangeroos moment
to the adventurous parly came when the Chickohominy was reached on the homewand jouroney and wis
found to be swollen suddenly, and impaszable even by swimming, Only Stoart’s prompiness in tearing
down a mill and building & brdge with its imbers got his men across before the Federal: hove in sight.
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rails high. They cleared this like deer, and moved to the north-
west, The rifled guns returned to Martinsburg, and the regi-
ment remained in the orchard, but it was two days before all
those race-horses found their way back to the regiment.
Blooded horses proved unfit for the service: they fretted and
exhausted themselves on a quiet march, and proved to be un-
manageable in ficld engagements,

June, 1863, witnessed the most spectacular tournament
in which the cavalry of the opposing armies in Virginia ever
engaged. The Army of Northern Virginia was entering upon
the campaign that was to eulminate in the three dayvs’ battle
of Gettysburg, and the entire cavalry foree had been assembled
for review, at Brandy Station. General Pleasonton, com-
mander of the Union Cavalry Corps, wished to eross the Rap-
pahannock to ascertain the disposition of General Lee’s army.
Two fords led across the river in that vieinity, Beverly and
Kelly's, and these were promptly approached by the inguisi-
tive Northerners. The second and third divisions of cavalry
and a brigade of infantry were ordered to cross at Kelly's
Ford: the first eavalry division, with another brigade of
imfantry, was ordered to cross at Beverly Ford. Several bat-
teries of artillery accompanied each column, and never were
batteries more gallantly served or skilfully commanded. On
the morning of the 9th of June, the Eighth New York Cavalry
crossed at Beverly Ford. One company of the Sixth Virginia,
under Captain Gibson, formed the picket at this point, Stuart’s
headquarters had been on Fleetwood Hill from which, how-
ever, he had, Iuckily, removed his baggage at an early hour,

General Buford's force of Federal eavalry which crossed
at Beverly Ford was, in the opinion of all of us, quite enough
to satisfy the wishes of reasonable men, and Stuart had not
reckoned on a further assault on his rear. But General Gregg,
with another division of Federal eavalry, crossed at Kelly's
Ford, and thus had Fleetwood Hill, which was the key to

the situation between the two hostile forees, A disabled
[ 8E&]




A BOUTHERN ROADSTER IN 1862, AT THE SPOT WHERE STUART ON HIS FAMOUS
RAID EsSCAPED FROM DANGER

The spring. the rangy endurance of this Vieginia riding-horse, halted on the highway near Charles City
Court House, illustrates one factor in the dismoy the Confederate cavalrymen were able Lo implant in the
hearts of their Northern opponents during the first two vears of the war,  This horse, by the way, i= tread-
ing the very rosd where Stuart, two venrs before, had eseaped across the Chickahominy from the vengelul
army riding in his wake after he had rdden completely around its rear.  Such radds, until the North had
created an efficient eavaley foree, destroved millions of dollars” worth of Federal property and exercised a
tremendous moral effect.  The ery of “The Black Horse Cavalry™ terrified still further the panie-stricken
Federal troops at Bull Run: Moshy’s brillinnt doshes ot poorly guarded Unton wagon trains and careless
oilposts tanght the Northern leaders many a lesson, and Stuart’s two raids arcund MceClellan's army, on
the Peninsuln and in Marvland, resulted in the svstematic uphuilding of a Federal eavaley., In the
Intber vears of the war, when the South was exhansted of sueli horses, their envaley beenme less efficient,
but nothing can dim the luster of their performances in those first two hopeful and momentous vears.

[s1
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the country in search of Stuart, who was encumbered with
many captured horses in his march toward the Potomac. Pleas-
onton had so interpreted Stuart’s movements as to make it clear
to his mind that Stuart must cross the river at the mouth of
the Monocacy, but, as a matter of fact, White's Ferry was the
point at which the Confederate purposed to get over, Colonel
W. H. F. Lee commanded the advance, and as he approached
the ferry, he found it guarded by a foree of Federal infantry.

Lee had arranged his plan of attack upon these troops
when it oceurred to him to try a milder method. He sent a
flag of truce to the Union commander and demanded the un-
conditional surrender of his men within fifteen minutes. To
this there was no response, and Colonel Lee then opened with
one gun, which fire was not returned. In a few moments the
Union infantry quit their impregnable position amd withdrew
down the river. Stuart and his returning legions, with all their
plunder, then erossed the Potomae in safety,

several companies in the Virginia cavalry regiments were
mounted on thoroughbred racers, sived by horses whose names
are as household words in racing annals. One experience, in
the summer of 1861, demonstrated their unfitness for cavalry
service, After (zeneral Patterson had crossed the Potomae at
Williamsport and occupied Martinsburg, the First Virginia
Cavalry was in camp in an apple orchard, about two miles
south of that town. A section of a Federal battery of two
rifled guns advanced and took position a few hundred vards
from the orchard, and threw some percussion shells over the
cavalrymen. The missiles struck soft earth bevond and did not
explode, but their sereams, as they passed over the camp, were
appalling, One of the companies, mounted on thoroughbreds,
had no more control over their steeds than they had over the
shells that frightened them. The commander of the company
m:ugl]t to divert attention fram the noise by keeping the horses
in motion, but no sooner were they brought into line than they
broke and ran. A hundred vards distant was a fence, eight
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A CONFEDERATE HORSE AT AN HISTORIC VIRGINIA SPOT, IN MAY, 1862

When "61 eame, the voung men in the North were to be found rather ot commercial and indoor pursiits,
ns compared to those in the South. There the sports of country life appealed in preference, and the rifle
and saddle were more familinr than the counting-house.  Thus the Confedernte eavalevmen =aw nothing
wrong in the proposition that they should furnizh their own mounts theoughout the war. The name of
the beautiful horse in this photograph was “Secesh.™  Its upraised ears and alert expression of interest in
the man who iz waving his hat in the foreground, to make it look at the eamern, proves it o * well-bred ™
animal,  “Becesh” was caplured by the Pederals in 1862 ot Yorktown, and the spot where the photograph
waus taken is historie, It is the cave exesvaled in the marl bluff by Cornwallis in 1781, for seeret councils.
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and rear of the army as it withdrew within the lines around
Richmond, Toward the middle of June was effected that bril-
liant moveméent which so distinetly illustrates the daring and
skill of Stuart and the unfailing enduranee of his men. He
passed around the entire Federal army, obtaining the informa-
tion he sought and returning to camp with the substantial
rewards of his prowess.

During the Seven Days’ battles around Richmond, but lit-
tle opportunity was afforded for cavalry operations heyvond the
ordinary work of obtaining information on the front and
flanks, but in the latter part of June, Stuart reached White
House, where a Federal gunboat had been seen on the Pa-
munkev. Seventy-five dismounted eavalrymen, armed with
carbines and deploved as skirmishers, approached the vessel,
whereupon a body of sharpshooters was landed from the gun-
boat and advanced to meet them. A single howitzer of the
Stuart horse artillery opened on the war-ship from a position
on which her guns eould not be brought to bear. The shells
from the howitzer greatly distressed her, and withdrawing her
sharpshooters, she disappeared down the river.

On no oceasion was the audacity of Stuart and the temper
of his men more severely tested than in Oetober, when there
was carricd through the movement to Chambersburg, Penn-
sylvania, which was reached on the 10th. The advanece was
bold and perilous enough, but it was tame in comparison with
the return.  The Union forces had been thoroughly aroused,
and dispositions had been ordered, intended and ealeulated to
head off the invaders before they could recross the Potomac.
Leaving Chambersburg, a march of nearly thirtv-two miles
brought Stuart and his men to Emmittsburg at about seven
oclock on the evening of the 11th. One hour before their ar-
rival, four companies of the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry had
passed through the town on their way to Gettysburg. General
Pleasonton with eight hundred men, Colonel Rush with his regi-
ment, and General Stoneman with his command were scouring




FALLS CHURCH, ON THE CONFEDERATE PICKET LINE IN '861—NEARLY THREE
MILES FROM WASHINGTOX

This typical cross-roads Virginia church, less than three miles from Washington, lay on the end of the
line patroled by the Confederate cavalry pickets in the summer and fall of '61.  Strange-looking soldicrs
were those riders in Colonel J, E. B, Stuart’s command, without uniforms, armed with rifles and doulle-
burreled shot-guns, with hardly o saber or a revolver.  While MeClellan was drilling his army in Wash-
ington and metamorphosing it from an “armed mob™ oo an efieient fighting machine, the Confedernte
horsemen oceupied and held Mason's and Munson's Hill and picketed at points along the Potomae.  With
the exception of an affair at Lewinsville in September there was little actual fighting. In that month
Stuart wis commiz=ioned brigadier-general, and in Divember oocurred the battle of Deanesville, in which

he commanded the Confederate forces, but failed to carry the day.  Soon, however, he leaped into fame,
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ordered the Federals to pull down the fence at ence, which they
did. The cavalry rode into their midst, and without the firing
of a pistol took the entire company of thirty or forty men.

On the 18th of July, Johnston withdrew his ermy from
Winchester, and moved toward Manassas,  Stuart’'s entire
command consisted of twenty-one officers and three hundre:l
and thirteen men.  All were well mounted and at home on
horseback. Yet for arms they could muster but few sabers of
regulation make and still fewer revolvers, although double-
barreled shotguns and rifles were prevalent.

This command reached Manassas on the evening of the
20th of July, and went into camp. The next morning, at early
dawn, it was aroused by the firing of a signal gun by the Fed-
erals. In the afternoon, General T. J. Jackson's brigade,
while fully oceupied in front, was threatened by the advance
of a heavy attacking column on its left.  Stuart was sent to its
relief, and moving in column on Jackson's left, he soon came
in view of a formidable line of Zouaves moving upon Jackson.
The appearance of the head of Stuart’s column arrested the
movement of the opponents, attracted their fire, and finally
caused their withdrawal, for which Jackson, in his report, made
grateful acknowledgment,

During the summer and fall, the cavalry occupied and
held Mason's and Munson's hills and picketed as far as Falls
Church and at points along the Potomac. With the exception
of an affair at Lewinsville, in September, the period was un-
eventful and free from striking incidents. In September, 1861,
Stuart was commissioned brigadier-general, and in December
oceurred the battle of Dranesville, in which he commanded
the Confederate forces, but the result of the engagement af-
forded him no ground for congratulation.

In March, 1862, the Confederates evaenated Manassas,
and moved below Richmond. The advance of MeClellan up
the Peninsula toward Williamsburg, afforded but little oppor-
tunity for cavalry operations other than protecting the flanks
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ONE OF THE EARLIEST CONFEDERATE CAVALRY EXPLOITS

A month before the first baitle of Tull Bun, the beidge at Beelin, M., six mibes below Harper's Ferry, was thosoughly destroyed Enoone
af the first exploits of the Confederate cavalry, 11 wos nol yet orgunizesl. A few detached bands here peal there—the Clarke company at
Ll bridge over the Shennnmloali Bives sear |.|nr_|u'r"n }'m_v. .J|.-\.'||||_l\."-| coiEpany al the bBridge over the Polopss: River al thie Polnt of
Tiocks, and [rake’s company at the bridge ot Brumswick—were aperating aloag the firsl Conflerate line of defense.  Bul they had
n|.r||-.|.-||:\.' IH'FIIII L dlemomstrale Lheir :|n|.1'|||,|: sl offeciivencas, Thix was the |:rr1||:|r e the bold rides of Steart and Foreest, to the
swift mids of Morgan and the terror<inspiring Moshy. Tt wos acts like this that hampered the Union leaders, apd detained an army
holwiessi “'ul-'.'li:lghm afud the Coalederates, Mol anlil the Union eavalry hail haried Lo pelaliate, and fo meet and fight the exhanstad
Comlederate horsemen on theie awn ground and in their own way, fid the Union generals get complele pusseaston of theie infantry,
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CONFEDERATE PARTISAN RANGERS

By Coarres D). Ruopes
Captuin General Staff, United States Army

HROUGHOUT the Civil War, there existed many

bodies of irregular cavalrymen, who, by sudden dashes
on the rear and flanks of the Union-armies, or in a night attack
on the Federal trains, kept the outposts and train guard con-
tinually on the alert.  As much of the rationing of the Confed-
erate armies was through eaptured stores, these irregular bands
often brought substantial aid to their starving comrades in the
shape of Federal provision wagons, captured intact.

These independent partisan bands were far from being
guerrillas, bushwhackers, or * ja}'lmwk:m," as were those of
the type of Quantrill, who, during his briel career, left a trail
of fire and blood through the disputed territory of Kansas and
Missouri. The leaders of the best of these partisans were men
whose personalities had much to do with their suecess, and as
their fame increased with their annoving operations against
the Union armies, the latter had strict orders to kill or capture
them at any cost.

Three of these brilliant, fearless, and daring Southern
raiders became especially noted and feared, and in the history
of the Confederate irregular cavalry, the names of Turner
Ashby, John H., Morgan, and John 5. Mosby stand in a elass
by themselves. The first two were killed during the war, but
Mosby, whose death or capture was probably more desired by
the North than that of either of the others, survived every
engagement, fighting stubbornly for the Confederacy, even
after Lee had surrendered at Appomattox.

Ashby was a handsome man, a daring soldier, and a
[188]
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superb horseman. At the outhreak of the war, he received a
commission as captain of a band of picked rangers, working
in conjunction with the main operations of the Confederate
armies, but unhampered by specific instructions from a supe-
rior. He was rapidly promoted. As colonel of a partisan
band he was a continual menace to the Federal trains, and
moved with such rapidity as oftentimes to ereate the impres-
ston that several bodies of mounted troops were in the field
instead of but one.  Falling upon an isolated column of army
wagons at dawn, he would strike a Federal camp thirty miles
away by twilight of the same day. His men were picked by
their leader with great care, and although there is reason to
believe that Southern writers surrounded these troopers with a
halo of romance, there is no disputing that they were brave,
daring, and self-saerificing.

Ashby himself was looked upon by many officers and men
in the Union armics as a purely mythical character. It was
said that no such man existed, and that the feats aceredited
to Ashby's rangers were in reality the work of several separate
forces. Much of the mystery surrounding this officer was due
to his beautiful white horse, strong, swift, and a splendid
jumper. He and his horse, standing alone on a hill or ridge,
would draw the Union troops on.  When the latter had reached
a point where capture seemed assured, Ashby would slowly
mount and canter leisurely out of sight. When his pursuers
reached the spot where he had last been seen, Ashby and his
white charger would again be observed on the erest of a still
more distant hill,

Only once during his spectacular career in the Confederate
army was Ashby outwitted and captured, but even then he
made his escape before being taken a mile by his captors—a
detachment of the First Michigan Cavalry.

The Confederate leader was surrounded before he was
aware of the presence of the Union troops, and the latter were

within fifty rods of him when he saw several of them pushing
[170]




COLONEL JOHN SINGLETON MOSBY

It is hard to reconcile Moshy's peaceful profession of a lawyer at Bristol,
Washington County, Louisiana, before the war with the series of exploits that
subsequently made him one of the most famous of the partisan leaders in the
war,  After serving under General Joseph E. Johnston in the Shenandoah in
1661k, he was appointed by General E. B. Stoart sz an independent seout.
His independent lr[n'mtiuns were chiefly in Vironia amd Marvland., His
mixst brilliant exploit was the capture in March, 1863, of Brigadier-Genernl
Stoughton at Fairfax Courthouse, far inside the Federal lines.  He followed
Lee’s army into Pennsvlvanin in June, 1563, and worried the fanks of the
Federal army as it moved southward after Gettyshurg, In Janunry, 1864,
he was vepulsed in night attnck on Harper’s Ferry; i May he hnrmssed the
rear of Grant’s army as it advanced on Fredericksbureg: a little later he made
a long roid into Marvland, and in August he surprised and captured Sheri-
dan’s entire supply-train near Berryville.  In September he was wounded at
Falls Church, but the following month he eaptured two Federal paymasters
with 2168000, bore up the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad tracks, destroved
rolling-stock, and made a prisoner of Bripadier-General Alfred Duffié. In
December, 1864, he was promoted to be a colonel, and at the close of the
wir wns paroled by the intercession of no less a person tian Grant himsell,
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along a cross-road which afforded the only avenue of escape.
Nevertheless, Ashby made a dash for freedom. Vaulting into
the saddle, the daring rider raced to beat the foremost [Tnion
trooper to the open road. Sergeant Pierson, who was in com-
mand of the little body of flankers, rode the only horse which
could equal the speed of Ashby’s flect charger, and he and the
Southerner reached the road crossing together—Pierson far
in advance of his comrades. As Pierson neared Ashby, the
latter fired at him with his revolver, but the Union trooper did
not attempt to return the fire and Ashby himself replaced his
weapon in the holster,

As the two men, magnificently mounted, came together,
Ashby drew a large knife and raised it to strike. Pierson was
a bigger and stronger man than Ashby, and reaching over, he
seized Ashby's wrist with one hand while with the other he
grasped the partisan leader’s long black beard. Then, throw-
ing himself from his horse, Pierson dragged the Confederate
officer to the ground, and held him until the remaining Union
troopers reached the seene of the struggle and disarmed Ashby.

The white horse had instantly stopped when Ashby was
pulled from his back, and the captive was allowed to ride him
back to the Union lines, slightly in advance of his captors,
Sergeant Pierson at his side. The detachment had gone but
a short distance when the mysterious white horse wheeled sud-
denly to one side, bounded over the high plantation fence which
lined the roadside, and dashed away across the fields. Before
the Union troops could recover from their surprise, Ashby was
again free, and it was not long before he was once more
reported by the Federal scouts as standing on a distant hill,
engaged in caressing his faithful horse.

Only a few weeks later, this famous horse, which had
become so familiar to the Union troops, was shot and killed by
a sharpshooter belonging to the Fifth Michigan, who was
attempting to bring down Ashby. Not long after, while lead-

ing his men in a cavalry skirmish, at Harrisonburg, during
[152]
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MEN WHO TRIED TO CATCH MOSRY

LT T TE T T e

GUARDING THE CAPITAL—CAMEPE OF THE THIRTEENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY

The Thirternth Xew York borsemen were constantly beld i the vieinity of YWashinglon emleavonng to cross swords with bhe elusive
Muashy, when he came boo pear, and scouling in the YVieginis hkills. This shows their comp at Prospect Hill at the close of the war.
Dhering most of their serviee they were attackhed to the Twenly-second Army Corps. “The Admimstration policy of slways keeping a
large nrmy between the Confederates nod Washington resulted im the turning of the Naticaal Capital into n vast military camp.  Pros
pect Hill became the chiel center of cavalry camps during the latter part of the war.
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* Stonewall " Jackson's famous Valley campaign, Ashby met
his own death, on June 6, 1862, As he fell, his last words to
his troopers were: “ Charge men! For God's sake, charge!”

Next to the gallant Ashby there was no partisan leader
whose death ereated a greater loss to the South than John
Hunt Morgan, He was a slightly older man than Ashby and
had seen service in the Mexican War. When the call to arms
sounded, he was one of the first to organize a company of cav-
alry and pledge his support to the Southern cause. He was
fearless and tireless, a hard rider, and a man of no mean ability
as a tactician and strategist. Morgan's men were picked for
their daring and their horsemanship, and until the day of his
death, he was a thorn in the flesh of the Union commanders,

Starting before davbreak, Morgan and his troopers would
rush along through the day, scarcely halting to rest their weary
and jaded horses. When, worn to the very limit of enduranee,
the exhausted animals refused to go farther, the cavalrymen
would quickly tear off saddle and bridle, and leaving the horse
to live or die, would hurry along to the nearest farm or plan-
tation and secure a fresh mount.

At night, far from their starting-point, the dust-covered
troopers threw themselves, yelling and cheering, on the Union
outposts, riding them down and ereating consternation in the
camp or bivouac. Then, with prisoners or perhaps captured
wagon trains, the rangers rode, ghostlike, back through the
night, while ealls for reenforeements were being passed through
the Federal lines. By dawn, Morgan and his weary horsemen
would have safely regained their own lines, while oftentimes the
Union troops were still waiting an attack at the spot where the
unexpected night raid had been made.  Morgan's famous raid
through the State of Ohio exerted a moral and political influ-
ence which was felt throughout the entire North.

On their raids, Morgan's men were usually accompanied
by an expert telegraph operator. They would charge an iso-
lated telegraph office on the railroad communications of the




GENERAL JOIIN H. MORGAN, CHA.

Morgan wns a partisan beader who iffersd i method from Meshy. His som-
mand remained en o permanent basis.  In the summer of 1503 Bragyg decided, on
wreoand. of his exposed eondition and the condition of hiz army., weakesesd by de-
tachmenis sent o the defense of Viekshurg, to fall back from Tallshoma e
Chattanoogn.  To cover the retreal he ordersd Morgan 1o rnide into Kentucky
uith & picked force, hreaking up the milroad, sttacking Rescerans’ detachments,
and threatening Lowisville,  Mosgan lelt Barkeaville July 2, with £O040 men and
four guns.  Ten thousand soldiers were watching the Cumberland bui Morgan,
exeeeding his instroctions, effectold 8 crosasing and pade nosihwand,  After s
dimstrous encounter with the Twenty-ffth Michigan 6t s bridge over the Green
Hiver, he drew off and marched to Brandenburg, capturng Lebanon oa the way,
By this time Indiann and Ohso were alive with the aroused militis, nnd Maorgnn
fled enstward, bumed heidges and impeessed horaes, marched by night anmolested
through the suburhs of Cincinnati, snd was finally forced to surrender near New
Lishom, Ohbio, on July 26th, He cseaped froen the State Pemitentiary  al
Calumbizs, (Fhio, by tunpeling on November 27, 1563, and took the field again.
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Union army, and, capturing the operator, would place their
own man at the telegraph key. In this way they gained much
valuable and entirely authentic information, which, as soon as
known, was rushed away to the headquarters of the army.,

At other times, Morgan's operator would “cut in™ on
the Federal telegraph lines at some distant point, and seated
on the ground by his instrument, would read the Union mes-
sages for many hours at a time. This service to the Confed-
erate leaders was of inestimable value, and ereated a feeling
among the Union signal-men that even cipher messages were
not entirely safe from Morgan's men.

As Morgan was promoted from grade to grade, and the
size of his command inereased aceordingly, he became more
and more of an annoyance and even a terror to the North, His
troopers were no longer mere rangers, but developed into more
or less trained eavalry. Yet even then, his command showed
a partiality for sudden and highly successful attacks upon
Union outposts and wagon trains. The death of Morgan
oceurred near Greeneville, Tennessee, on September 4, 1864,
when, being surrounded, he was shot down in a dash for life.

Colonel John S, Moshy, with his raiding detachments of
varying size, was probably the best known and the most anx-
iously sought by the Tnion forces of any of the partisan lead-
ers. Moshy's absolute fearlessness, his ingenious methods of
operating, as well as his innate love of danger and excitement,
all eombined to make his sudden descents upon the Federal
lines of communication spectacular in the extreme.

His almost uniform suceess amd the spirit of romance
which surrounded his exploits, drew thousands of recruits to
his IE-EI.{IT.:I‘H.!IiI}, and had he desired, he conld have eommanded
a hundred men for every one who usually accompanied him
on his forays, But he continued throughout the war using
small detachments of from twenty to eighty men, and much of
his suceess was probably due to this fact, which permitted sud-

den appearances and disappearances.  From beginning to end
[178]




BRIGADIER-GENERAL TURNEHR ASHEBY, C.5 AL

Sweh n will-o'-the-wisp was Tumer Ashby, the ssdacious Confedernte eavalryman, that he
naa boxiked ] !I-:I' many alfbees and men in Ehe Union arsnles a8 a ;u;h']}' :||}'I|‘;|n|,|||||]_il_—.|]
character. It was widely declared that no sech man existed, amd that the feals necredited
L] ..'I.d.l:_l,-'a FAfigers Wore En h'.1|i.1._'|' Ehse woek of many iliffesenl ||nl.1:'l|.r|l.'| bands. His kabat of
striking at different amd widely divergent poinis in mpil succession went far towand sube
slanliating this rusmor. He would fall upon an jsolated wagon-train al dawn, and by
twilight of the same day would strike n Federal camp thirty miles or more sway. But
Ashby wns a rénl chnracter, n daring sobilier, o superh horseman, and the fght-hand man of
“Bdonewall™ Jackson, Conebessof the sdditional danger, ke castomarily rode & beaatiful
white horse.  After he was captured by the Firmt Michignn cavaley, it was die to the
CUHSTA T anal n]ll-mllilj jumpin‘ abslity of this anfimal that le was able to make H:\ﬂlf\ld his
csenpe.  Ashhy met his death in & * Valley ™ cavalry skirmish at Hamisosburg on Jisne
i, 1802, erying Lo his troopers in his last words: “Charge, men!  For God's ske, clurge?™
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of the war, Moshy's raiders were a constant menace to the
Union troops, and the most constant vigilance was necessary
to meet suecessfully his skilfully planned stratagems.

On March 8, 1863, Moshy performed one of the most dar-
ing and effective feats of his career. In this case, as well as
in others, it was the supreme boldness of the act which alone
made it possible,  Ewven with their knowledge of Mosby's
methods, the Union officers could hardly coneeive of such an
apparently rash and unheard-of exploit being successful,

With a small band of carefully picked men, Moshy rode
safely through the Union picket-lines, where the sentries be-
lieved the party to be Federal scouts returning from a raid.
Upon reaching the vieinity of Fairfax Court House, Mosby
entered the house used as headquarters by General Fdwin H.
Stonghton, woke the general, and demandad his surrender.
Believing that the town had surrendered, the Union leader
made no resistance. Meanwhile, each trooper in Moshy's little
command had quietly secured several prisoners.  Stoughton
was foreed to mount a horse, and with their prisoners Moshy
and his eavaleade galloped safely back to their lines.

It was with similar strokes, original in conception and
daring in execution, that Moshy kept thousands of Federal
eavalry and infantry away from much-needed service at the
front. After he beeame well established as a partisan ranger,
his men were never organized as a tactical fighting body, and
never had, as with other troops, an established eamp. Through
his trusty lieutenants, the call would be sent out for a desig-
nated number of men * for Mosby.,” This was the most defi-
nite information as to their mission that these volunteers ever
received. In fact, they alwayvs moved out with sealed orders,
but at the appointed time and place the rangers would assemble
without fail. ‘That Moshy wanted them was sufficient.

Many of these men were members of regular cavalry regi-
ments home on furlough, others were farmers who had been

duly enlisted in the rangers, and were always subject to eall,
[17]




CXETNEST, IEIF, BITIES O NEEE ST

PROTECTION AGAINST THE "JAYHAWKERS™ OF LOUISIANA

Tl lowkout tower in the midst of this Federal eavaley compoan the northwest part of Baton Rooge, Lowisinns,
i= a complingent to the * javhawkers "—soldiers not affiliated with any commmmd—and nondeseript goerilln
beands which infested this I"i','_’iull ;:_!u|||_-: the banks of the .‘!Iihhihhipp:-. Here the land is 50 level that lookond
bowers were bullt wherever a command stopped for more thin o few hours,  The sobdiers found it safer also
to clear away the brush and sbstructing trees for several hundred vards on all gides of their camps, in order
to prevent the roving Confederate sharpshooters feom creeping up and picking off & sentry, or having a <hot
il an officer.  The guenlln bands along the Missis<ippt even lbad sooe pleces of ordonnes, and vsed to

amuse themselves by dropping shells on the Union “tin-clad 7 gunbonts Trom lofty nod distant bluffs
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still others were troopers whose mounts were worn out, and
whose principal object was to secure Northern horses.  The
Union cavalry always claimed that among Mosby's men were
a number who performed acts for which they were given short
shrift when caught. Of course, the nature of the service per-
formed by these rangers was subversive of discipline, and it
i5 quite possible that many deeds were committed which the
leader himself had absolutely nothing to do with and would
not have sanctioned. But this is true with all warfare.

Moshy's expeditions often led him far within the Union
lines, and the command was often nearly surrounded. On such
occasions Mosby would give the word and the detachment
would suddenly disintegrate, each trooper making his way back
to his own lines through forests and over mountains as best he
could.  Frequently his men were captured.  But Moshy
seemed to bear a charmed life, and in spite of rewards for his
capture and all manner of plans to entrap him, he continued
his operations as a valuable ally to the main Confederate army,

OFf eourse much of his suceess was due to the fact that he
was ever operating in a friendly country. He could always
be assured of authentic information, and wherever he went was
certain of food, fresh horses, and means of concealment.

In 1864, Moshy was shot during one of his forays, and
was left, apparently dying, by the Union troops, who failed
to recognize him, in the house where he had been surprised.
Learning soon after that the wounded Confederate was the
famous leader of Moshy's rangers, the troops hastily returned
to eapture him or secure his dead body. But in the meantime,
Mosby's men had spirited him away, and within a short time
he and his men were again raiding Federal trains and outposts.

Until the very end of the war he kept up his indefatigable
border warfare, and it was not until after the surrender at
Appomattox, that Mosby gathered his men about him for the
last time, and telling them that the war was over, pronounced

his command disbanded for all time.
[ 180]




CHAPTER
FOUR

CAVALRY
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A VETERAN S000T
OF THE
THIRTEENTH NEW YORK CAVALRY



WHY FEDERAL
CAVALRY HISTORY

BEGAN LATE

These four Federnl troopers holding their horses, side by side with an equal number of infantry, are typical
of the small detachments that split up the cavaley into units of little value during the first two years of
the war. The eavalry also fumished guides, orderlies, and grooms for staff officers.  The authoritics
divided 1t up =0 minutely among coms, division, and brigude commanders o= completely to subvert its
trae value,

It was assigned o accompany the slow-moving wagon-lrains, which could have been equnlly

well guarded by an infantry detail. and was practically never used as a coherent whaole, " Detachments



CAVALRY WITH INFAXTRY

0N

PROVOST-GUARD DUTY

from its strength were constantly inereased, and it was hampered by instructions which crippled it for all
uselul purposes.”  This photograph was taken in February, 1865, after the cavalry had proved itself. The
companies attached at that time to the provost-guard were Company K of the First Indiana Cavalry, Com-
panies C and I} of the First Massachusetts Cavalry, and the Third Pennsylvania Cavalry., The officer
1= Erl.'«:[m-:'l;rlg the arms of the Zouaves ab the right, amd the troopers with their white gnuntlets ane much
more spick and span than if they were assigned to the long rides and open air life of active campaigning.



CAVALRY GUARDING THE ORANGE & ALEXANDRIA BAILROXL, D86

Here it is apparent why the Nortbern generabs found it necessary to detach large portions of their armies along their lines of comeEnioa-
Lo, Lo guard agninst the '||-|||3.|-|:|.Eir|,g ribils of The Confedemic |'n'|.'.1.|r_-¢'. Tlie deabructicn of Lk ilri-\.hgl' in this r.l.lll.l"'alh'r?lllll.'lh'ln of Girant s
Hige o |.|.-:||:||u||.i|_'.1.|.i-c||| B 2hie Wilderaess |'n|:'||:.|.i|:llr wotild have |.||'|||;\.'|"1:| Bis movensenis Tor -||.'|,,'|':- ngil have i."-hml.'h“'"l:"ll ]Iilll L{a] .||_'|_H|_'||.

a stromg body to recapture the milrosd, and ancther to rebuibd the bridge.  Hence this strong force detailed as s guard.  Cavalry boots



READY TO PORESTALL A CONFEDERATE RAID

and sabers are visible im the |I-I'|||Il’lgTﬂ|.||1. with the revalves, distinctive of that beaneh of the servieoe. The F|'||u|-|||,e1'r|i||‘a-rr -rl\.'ir||_'||1|:| posed
his mem,.  Naola the hands thrust inta the breasts of their jackets, or clasped in front of them, the folded arms, and the jaanty attivades.

The two bays at the left of the |I‘E'E'1III'\:' SOEIT ||r|:I'\'||E_'|' old enough be be real saldiess,

The tangle of anderbrush along the banks supgest
the mazes of thse Wilderness where Grant was baifled in his overland campaign.



OUTPOSTS, SCOUTS AND COURIERS

By Cuanres 1D, Kunones
Captein, Ceenered Safl, Cnifed Niotes A P

N army on the march is protected from surprise and an-
novance by advanee, rear, and flank guards, or by inde-
pendent eavalry scouting far to the front until contact with the
enemy is established. When it halts, its security is maintained
through outposts, instructed to observe the front and flanks
while it sleeps, and to act as a barrier to the entrance of patrols
and spies, or to resist strenuously any sudden and unexpected
advance of a hostile foree,

Outpost duty, therefore, is most important, not alone as
a protective measure, but because deductions from many eam-
paigns have shown that troops which suffer continuously from
many night alarms either lose nerve or become indifferent, so
that, in cither case, diseipline and efliciency suffer.

In the Federal armies, outpost or picket duty in the pres-
ence of their enterprising adversaries was ever fahiguing, nerve-
racking, and dangerous.  Organizations went on picket for
twenty-four eontinuous hours, and, in the cavalry, horses at the
advaneed posts remained saddled and bridled for hours at a
time, ready for instant use. Kxeept by the supports and re-
serves, the lighting of fires and cooking of food, when in close
contact with the Confederates, were forbidden, but many a
strip of bacon and oceasionally a stolen chicken were fried sur-
reptitiously in a safe hiding-place.  Although a farmhouse was
oftentimes available, horses and troopers were usnally without
shelter, and this, in rainy or freezing weather, made outpost
duty an uncomfortable, if not a thrilling, experience.

The nervous period for the vedette was between midnight




CAVALRY AT SUDLEY'S FORD
BULL RUX

Not until the time this photograph was taken—March, 1862—did the Union eavalrymen revisit this little
ford after the disnstrous rout of the inchoate Federal army the July previous, The following March, the
Confederate commander Johnston left his works at Centerville for the Peninsula, having learned that
MeClellan’s move on Richmond would take that direction. This group of cavaleymen is advancing across
the stream near the ford where they hod so gallantly protected the Federal fight ouly & few months before.
At the time thiz was taken, the Pederal Government had alrendy changed its first absued decision bo limit
its cavalry to six regiments of regulars, and from the various States were pouring in the regiments that
finally enabled the Union cavalry to outnumber and cutwear the exhausted Southern horse in 1864 and 1865,
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and daybreak, when all was still and dark and mysterious.
For the inexperienced soldier, with eyes and ears at extraor-
dinary tension, the grunting of a predatory hog or the brows-
ing of & calf was quite sufficient to create alarm.

Again, when the excitement had subsided, and eyes had
5 = grown drowsy from lack of sleep, steps among the trees would
bring the sharp challenge and colloguy:

k, “ Halt! Who comes there?™
) “ A friend.”
Jﬁéﬁ Advance, friend, with the countersign
= Sometimes the © friend " was an officer, making his rounds
E_.:__ﬂ_- of inspection; sometimes a countryman who had never heard of
e

the countersign. Oceasionally the answer to the countersign
was & rush of feet, a blow, and the driving-in of the outpost
by a force of the foe, or by guernllas,

The tendency of the raw recruit was to see a gray uniform
behind every stump, tree, or bush, and in the early period of
the Civil War, the rifle-firing by opposing pickets, especially
at night, was constant and uninterrupted. Many a time, too,
the lone sentinel or vedette was shot down in cold blood.

A member of one of the first organized companies of
Union sharpshooters tells a story of creeping with his comrades,
in the early morning hours, upon a Confederate outpost. The
break of a lovely day was just showing red in the eastern sky.
The range to the hostile picket was considerable, but the rifles
of the sharpshooters were equipped with telescopic sights.

Through the glass, a tall, soldierly-looking cavalry officer
in Confederate gray could be seen through the morning mist,
sitting motionless on his black charger, admiring the dawn.
The rifles were leveled; the telescopic sights were adjusted on
the poor fellow’s chest; the triggers were pulled in unison, and
although too distant to hear a sound from the outpost, the eav-
alryman was seen to fall dead from his horse.  To the narrator,
an inexperienced New England lad, such deeds were wanton
murder, and he made haste to transfer to a eavalry command,

;gﬁﬁz‘-.' "
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CRETERAT TE1L, BEPEEST SRR CD

GUARDING A PONTOON-BRIDGE

These 1'.1'-l|1r_l'||'.-:n |H'ltl'li st the sbsilegie |:-|i||'| keown &8 Vamins Landisg, acmes the James Rives, [n 1668,
are engngeld in w0 snimporiant tesk.  The Felernls were by no means sare that Lee's velerans would nod
apgain make n -!.h.rirq: mave tortbwanl, However. by this thme (18041 the triee vabie of the Federal ARy
hnd heen approciated by the authorities; it was being used in maess on jmportast saids, and had been given a
chance to show its prowess in battle, But not until after Hooker reorganized the Army of the Potomas in
1564 was the i.lll.llil.':l-' l|l\.'|-ll'|i|:l:'||'.' ahandaned of lrl.lir‘l.ll: ug thi ml\.'n|r_l\.' ik sall detachments for mines dalies,

and of regarding it merely as an adjunct of the infantry.
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not equipped with telescopic sights and hair-trigger rifles.
But as the war progressed, this constant firing by sentinels
and vedettes disappeared, and opposing pickets began to com-
prehend that this was not war. To the guerrillas, who killed
to rob and loot, it was, of course, a different matter.

The time eame when the “ Yankee " troopers exchanged
newspapers, bacon, or hardtack with the “ Johnny Rebs,” for
tebaceo or its equivalent, or they banteringly invited each other
to come out and meet half-way between the lines of outposts.

It was two vears before the true réle of cavalry was un-
dersto] by the Federal commanders. During that early
period, the eonstant use of the mounted branch as outposts for
infantry divisions and army corps, was largely responsible for
cavalry inefficiency, and for the tremendous breaking-down of
horse-flesh.  Indeed, it was not until 1864 that Sheridan im-
pressed upon Meade the wastefulness of thus rendering thou-
sands of eavalry mounts unserviceable throngh unnecessary
picket duty, which could be as well performed by infantry.

But many opportunitics for brave and gallant decds oe-
curred on outpost duty, albeit many sueh were performed in
obseurity, and were thus never launded to the world as heroic.

One sueh deed, which fortunately did not escape recogni-
tion, was that of Sergeant Martin Hagan, of the Second
United States Cavalry. When the city of Fredericksburg was
evacuated by the Union army on December 13, 1862, Sergeant
Hagan was left behind in charge of an outpost detachment of
seven troopers, with orders to remain until relieved.

For some reason or other, Hagan was not relieved, and re-
mained at his post with his pitiably small foree until the Con-
federate Army of Northern Virginia began entering the town.
Then Hagan and his troopers succeeded in delaying the ad-
vanced troops by skirmishing. Subsequently learning that
the bridges over the Rappahannock behind him had been re-
moved, and that his outpost was the only Union foree in Fred-
ericksburg, he retived, stubbornly disputing every foot of his
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A FEDERAL CAVALREY “DETAILY GUARDING A WAGON-TREAIN, 1562

These troopors bemading over their sadidles in the cold antmesn wind, ns the wagon-tmin jolts nlong the Bsppahannock bank, are ome
al L mafy “details '™ whieh diss i|:..'|.|_|'\-|| the siren h amd T ] Ehe f!Tiri.lrrr_l\.' of thi cay .-|1r_|.' ana clistEnct sren of Ehe saercior iI:|r;11“' the
firwl twa years of the war.  They corried revolvers, as well as their salers and carbines, for they had to be resdy for sudden attack, an

ambuash, n might rush, of the dash of the swift Southern miders who helped provision the Confederate armies from ¥orthern wagon-tmins.
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way with a brigade of Confederate cavalry, until the banks of
the Rappahannock were reached.  Here, secing his men and
their horses well over the river, he plunged in himself under
o shower of balls, and swam across without the loss of a man,
horse, or article of equipment. For this gallant act of * valor
and fidelity,” this cavalry sergeant was awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor.

ScouTiNG

At the beginning of the Civil War, what is now known
as military information or intelligence was not appreciated as
it was later. The organization of the scout serviee was not
perfected ) accurate military maps of the theater of operations
were almost wholly lacking, and many commanders aceepted
the gage of battle with no very comprebensive idea of the foe's
numbers, position, and morale, and with no accurate concep-
tion of the topography of the battlefield.

As the military organization of the Union armies was
perfected, however, and the newly made officers learned their
lesson in the stern school of experience, the importanee of scout-
ing became apparent, and this use of cavalry developed into a
neeessary preliminary to every serious encounter,

Perhaps no branch of the mulitary operations of the Civil
War gave such opportunities for individual intelligence, initia-
tive, nerve, daring, resourcefulness, tact, and physical endur-
ance, as the constant scouting by the cavalry of the opposing
armies between the great battles of the war. Tt required
bold riding combined with cantion, keen evesight and ready
wit, undaunted courage—not recklessness—an appreciation
of loeality amounting to a sixth sense, and above all other
things a mind able to differentiate between useful and vseless
information.

The inereased importance given to seouting, as the cavalry
of the Federal armies gained in experience and efficiency, by

no means did away with the use of paid civilian spies. But the
[192]
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WATCHING AT HAPPAHANNOCK STATION
A FEDERAL CAVALRY PICKET IN 62
IN DANGER AT THE TIME
THIS PHOTGRAPFI WAS TAKEN

Thiz picture of August, 1862, shows ane of Lhe small cavaley detalils posted to paand the railroad
sl Bappahannock Station.  The Confidemite envalry, opemiling in foree, enald tvercame these details
na enaily as they eould deive away an equal namber of infantry, and unless & was on acoount of their
ulp-rri-ur Iacililies for ﬂig.llt, tleere was libibe sine I .||.|'|"_‘: the metinbted brnech of the serios inste] of
the infamtry.  On the other band the Union envalry was so constantly erippled by having its sirength
abissipated in such detsils that i was @nalile to pirsiee the Confederate miders,  Before this scene,
the summer nmd fall of 1682, Pope and Lee had boen manovering for position along each gide of the
Rappahannock River, Pope bhad established o ife-de-pomt at this milrond station, and on August #3d
Longsirect feinted stromgly ngninst it in order 1o divert Pope’s nttention from Jackson's efforis to turm
his right flank. Longstrect and Stanet bussed the mblroad beldee, and drove the Federals from the
ifte-de-pond, alter a conbest of severnl hours' duration.
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information furnished by soldier seouts served as a check upon
untrustworthy eivilians—sometimes employed as spies by both
sides—and enabled the Union commanders to substan-
tinte valuable information secured from prisoners, newspapers,
and former slaves. As in a great many other things, the Con-
federate eavalry excelled in the use of trained officers as seouts—
officers” patrols, as they are called nowadays—men whose opin-
ion of what they observed was worth something to their com-
manders; while the Federal leaders were very slow to appre-
ciate that false or faulty military information, in that it is
misleading, is worse than no information at all.

In many eases loval inhabitants of the border States were
utilized as seouts, men who knew each trail and by-path, and
who were more or less familiar with Confederate sentiment in
their own and adjoining counties.  These men were placed in
a most uneomfortable position, suspected by their friends and
neighbors at home, and looked upon with suspicion by their mil-
itary emplovers, Their service to their country was oftentimes
heroic, and they frequently laid down their lives in her cause,

Greneral Sheridan was one of the first of the Union com-
manders who appreciated, at its true value, the importance of
the imformation service—a part of headquarters which should
be systematically organized and diseiplined, and whose reports
as to topography and the location of the foe could be absolutely
relied upon. Indeed, this was one of the seerets of Sheridan’s
almost uniform suceess. e was always well informed as to
his opponent’s movements, strength, and probable intentions.

After Sheridan’s engagements in the Shenandoah valley
at Clifton and Berryville, he decided to dispense almost en-
tirely with the use of civilians and alleged Confederate de-
serters, and to depend entirely on Union seouts.  For this pur-
pose he organized a scout battalion reeruited entirely from sol-
diers who volunteered for this dangerous duty. These troopers
were disguised in the Confederate uniform when necessary, and

were paid from secret-service funds,
11m]
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CAVALRY TO KEEP THE PEACE—THE "OXNEIDA™ COMPANY

Cavaleymen plaving eards, washing, smoking pipes, whittling sticks, indolently lerning against a tree, do
nob fulfill e usual coneeption of that dashing arm of the serviee,  These are the Oneida Cuvaley, used as
provost-puards and orderlies throughont the war.  Not 2 man of them was Killed in Batlle, and the company
lost only ben by disease,  This does ot mean that they did not do their full zhare of the work, but merelx
thnt they exemplified the ndifference or jgnermnee on the part of mony military powers a5 {o the proper
rile of the cavalry,  The “Oneidns ™ were attached to Stoneman’s cavaley command with the Army of the
Potomae from the time of their organization in September, 1861, to April, 1862, They did patrol doty
and took care of the prisoners during severnl months in the lntter vear. Thereafter they acted as head-
quarters carort until they were mustersd out. June 13, 1865, and honorahly discharged from the service,
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This assumption of the Confederate uniform, giving these
soldiers the character of spies, caused Sheridan’s scouts to be
more or less disliked by the Cavalry Corps, and it has been
stated on good authority that they were frequently fired upon
deliberately by their own side, under the pretense of being taken
for the foe, These scouts literally took their lives in their hands,
and it required all their ready wit to eseape being killed or cap-
tured by either the one side or the other.  But the independenee
of the service, its constant risk, as well as patriotic impulses in
the ease of many, fascinated and appealed to a certain class of
men, and they kept Sheridan well informed at all times,

The specially selected scouts of the Federal armies usually
were mounted on the best available horses, and were Turnished
fresh remounts whenever occasion required—or they helped
themselves to what the country afforded. The best seouting
was done by eavalry troopers working in pairs, on the prin-
ciple that two pairs of eves are better than one pair. So in
case of surprise, at least one scout might escape.

Sheridan’s scouts were usually excellent pistol shots, and
were encouraged to earry several revolvers in their belts or sad-
dle holsters.  They carried no sabers lest the rattle of seabibards
or the gleam of bright metal attract the attention of the
Southern seouts and betray their presence.  The most experi-
enced seouts traveled light. Many times they were forced to
ride for their lives, and an extra pound or two made a difference
in the weight-carrving speed of their horses.  They usually
left their grain and elothing in the headguarters” wagons, and
managed to live off the country.

Sheridan’s disguised scouts became expert in picking up
the stragglers of the opposing army and in queshoning them,
and even went to the extent of riding around the Confederate
columns and wagon trains. If detected, their fleet horses
usually put considerable distance between them and their pur-
suers, but they were ever ready to shoot, and instances have
heen recorded of one of their number holding off four men.




Rt

s e b

L R e

- et T S T

BUILIDIMNG A CAVALRY CAMP

Waving sabers in battle, s the covalrvman soon lepmed, consumesd but o small part of his Lime as
compared with handling pickaxes and felling trees,  In this photograph the cavalry detail at the hend-
quarkers of General Adelbert Ames is breaking ground to build s camp. The men have just arrived, and
the horses are still saddbsd, A bareed iz supplyving deaft for o temporary fGreplace, and even the dog
i5 alert and excited. The faces gazing out of the photograph below are of men who more than once have
looked death in the faee and have earned their comparnbive rest, A pleazant change from active service
i5 this camp of Companies O and 1F of the First Massachusetts Cavaley,  They had served at Antictam, at
Eelly's Ford, ot Brandy Station, at Crettysborg, in the Wilderness, ot Spotaylbvanin, and m s host of

minor operations before they were assipned Lo provost duty near the end of the war,

A REST IN THE WOODs
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CoURIERS

The risk taken by the despatch bearvers of both armies,
when oceasion demanded, is well illustrated in the story of the
fate of private William Spicer, of the Tenth Missouri Cavalry,
who undertook to earry an order through the Confederate lines
while Sherman was conducting his campaign in Mississippi,
The cavalry of General Smith, numbering nearly seven thou-
sand men, had been detached from the remainder of the army
and sent away along the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, with orders
to join the army near Meridian, on February 10, 1864,

Meanwhile, the main body had marehed to Meridian, and
there Sherman waited for Smith until the 18th, without receiv-
ing any tidings of the missing troopers. Then the remainder
of the Federal cavalry, under Winslow, was ordered to scout
twenty miles toward the direction from which Smith was ex-
pected, and to convey new orders to him.  Winslow's forees
reached their objective point at Lauderdale Springs, and still
no news had been heard of Smith,

Seouts that traveled far into the surrounding country ob-
tained no further news,  As Winslow's orders allowed him to
go no Tarther, he abandoned the search, but it was necessary
that Smith receive Sherman’s orders, and a volunteer was called
for to carry the despatch through a country occupied by For-
rest’s cavalry, and other portions of Polk’s army. The mes-
senger would be foreed to locate Smith in whatever manner he
could, and then to reach lim as quickly as possible,

From many volunteers, Private Spicer was finally chosen.
He was an Arkansas man. and as many Confederate troops
had been enlisted there, he was less likely to be suspected than
a man from any of the Northern States. Spicer considered
all the features of the case, and his final decision was to risk
detection in the gray uniform of a Confederate. The Federals
were supplied with uniforms taken from prisoners and cap-
tured wagons, which were kept for use in such an emergeney




KEEPING FODDER DRY

Fudder and  eguipment  were
genreer in the field than men.
Whether the trooper slept in the
open or not, he ook ndvantage of
any and every facility to keep the
fodder dry and protect his horses.
This photograph shows s half-
ruined nnd deserted house wtilized
for these two purposes,  The
sadddles were laid beneath the
shelter; those coversd with raw-
hide instead of leather soon aplit
if wet, and when cencked wers
far from comfortable. This, like
the scene below, was taken near

City Paint in 1564,

QUICKLY IMPROVISED STALLS

A HOME BECOMES A CAVALRY STABLE

QUARTERS FOR HORSES

The trooper's first regard was for
the comfort of his horse, not only
in the matter of feeding and
watering, but also in respeel o
providing him with comforiahle
quarters.  Along the crest af
the hill stretches o row  af
stalls improvised with poles, to
afford ench horse room enough to
lie down and not e walked on or
kicked by his neighbor—rpoosm
was essentinl for the hard-worked
horses. The haze in the distance
indicates the Vieginia summer of
1864—a trying one for members

af the mounted service,
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as this, and Spicer was provided with one that fitted him well.
It was the evening of February 23d, when he rode northward,
on his search for the missing cavalry.

With the tact of a scout well drilled in his work, he fol-
lowed each little elue on his northward ride, until he had learned
where Smith could be found., On the morning following his
exit from his camp, he met several bodies of Confederates, who
passed him with little notice.

Then another band was met. Spicer saluted; the salute
was returned, and the Confederates were passing him, as the
others had.  But suddenly one of the party stopped and looked
closely at the lone rider. The Confederates halted and Spicer
was ordered to dismount. The man who had called the com-
mander’s attention to the courier stepped before Spicer.  The
courier recognized him as a neighbor in Arkansas.

With all the ingenuity at his command the courier fonght
to allay the suspicions of the Confederates, but slowly and
surely the ease against him was built up. Then a drumhead
court martial was held in the middle of the road. The verdict
was soon reached, and Spicer was hanged to a near-by tree.

One of the swiftest and most daring eourier trips of the
war was made, immediately after the second battle of Bull
Run, by Colonel Lafayvette C. Baker, a special agent of the
War Department, acting as courier for Secretary Stanton,
He was sent from Washington with a message to General
Banks, whose troops were at Bristoe Station, and, as was then
believed, eut off from Pope’s main army. Riding all night,
making his way eautiously along, Baker passed through the
entire Confederate army, and at daylight had reached Banks.

Waiting only for a response to the message, the despateh
bearer remounted his horse and started the return trip to
Washington in broad daylight. For a time he eluded the Con-
federates, but finally, as he attempted to pass between cer-
tain lines, he was seen, and a party of eavalrymen started in

pursuit of him. In spite of the distance traveled, his horse
[0 ]
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CAVALRY sCOUTsS NEAR GETTYSBURG—I1863

Nothing could illustrate better than this vivid photograph of scouts at White's house, near Gettysburg, a
typicnl episode in the life of a cavalry scout. The young soldier and his compunions are evidently stopping
for directions, or for a drink of woter or milk,  The Pennsylvania farmers wers Iluﬁi:-i[:‘l.l!a-lqr. Tl myan af
the family has come to the front gate. His empty right sleeve seems to betoken an old soldier, greeting
old friends, and asking for news from the front. The lady in her hoop-skirt remains on the porch with

her litile boy. His chubby legs are visible beneath his frock, and he seemsz to be hanging back in some

awe of the troopers who are but boys themselves. The lady's hair i= deawn down arcund her face after the

fashion of the day, and the whaole picture is redolent of the stirrfing times of "63.
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raced away at a speed that soon left & number of the cavalry-
men in the rear.  Finally, the number of pursuers dwindled
to three, and the courier, erossing the brow of a small hill,
turned his horse into the woods bordering the turnpike,

The ruse was successful, amd the three Confederate eav-
alrvmen dashed on down the hill. A short distance farther
along one of the horsemen abandoned the chase and started to
return,  As he came abreast of Stanton’s courier, a movement
of Baker's horse attracted the Confederate’s attention and he
stopped. The cavalryman saw the courier and started to cover
him with his rifle, but Baker was prepared. The Federal's
revolver eracked, and the Southerner fell from his saddle.

The other Confederates had given up the chase and were
returning when they heard the shot.  They rushed back in
time to see Baker's steed galloping across an open field to
reach the road in front of them, and dashed to intercept him.
The Federal was the first to reach the road, and again the pur-
suit commenced.  Baker turned into the fields, and with the
pursuers close behind him started a last race for Bull Run.

The despateh bearer’s horse was panting and exhausted.
but, with the grit of a blooded racer it struggled on, holding the
pursuers almost at the same distance.  With a final dash Baker
reached the bank, leaped into the stream and started for the
opposite shore. The ereek was little more than twelve vards
wide at that point and the horse soon reached the other side,
but there a steep bank several feet high confronted it, and it
could not elimb out.  With revolver ready the courier waited,
prepared to offer his last resistance, when a shot rang out. It
was the pickets of the Federal army firing on the Confed-
erates, who abandoned their pursuit at the first shot. The
messenger made his way into Centreville, and mounting an-
other horse dashed on toward Washington.

It was late afternoon when he delivered the messages
from Banks to the Secretary, In twenty-four hours the cou-
rier had ridden nearly one hundred miles.

ey .II':E.




A CHANGE OF BASE—THE CAVALRY SCREEN

This photograph of May 50, 18684, shows the Federal cavalry in actual operation of o most important fune-
tion—the “zcreening ™ of the army’s movements. The troopers are guarding the evacuation of FPort Royval
on the Bappahannock, May 80, 18564, After the reverse o the Union arms ol Spotisylvania, Grant or-
dered the change of base from the |h|.|:r|:u||u|||1||u:'k to MeClellan's formser starting-point, White House on
the Pamunkey. The control of the waterways, combined with Sheridans efficient use of the cavaley, made
thiz an easy matter, Torbert's division encountered Gordon's brignde of Confedernie covaley nl Hanover-
town and drove it in the direction of Hanover Court House, Grege's division moved up to this line; Kus-
sell's division of infantry encamped near the river-cros=ing in support, and behind the mask thus formed
the Army of the Potomae crossed the Pamunkey on May 28th unimpeded, Gregg was then ordered to recons
noiter towards Mechanicsville, and after a severe fight at Hawes® shop he succeeded (with the assistance of
Custer’s broigade) in driving Hampton's and Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry divisions and Butler’s brigade from the
field. Although the battle took place immediately in front of the Federal infuntey, Genernl Mende declined
to put the latter into action, and the battle was won by the cavalry alone.  TL was not to be the Inst tine,



A RIDE THROUGH THE FEDERAL
LINES AT NIGHT

By Joux Arrax Wyern, M.D., LLI.ID., Late C. 5. A.

HE battle of Chickamauga was fought on the 19th and

20th of September, 1863. The incident I am about to
narrate was associated with the movement, a week before this
battle, to attack in detail the widely separated corps of the
Federal army, which, erossing Lookout Mountain, had de-
seended through three defiles from ten to twenty miles apart.

Our division of cavalry (Martin's) was moved by a rapid,
all-night march from near Lee and Gordon’s Mills through
Lafayette, Georgia, in the direction of Alpine, It was a tire-
some ride, and although we did our best, it was slow work for a
large body of cavalry stretehed along a country road, at night,
with here and there a narrow or defective bridge or causeway.

We were the advance brigade, and I recall the fact that in
the effort to get as much fun and frolic out of an vncomfort-
able situation as possible, a number of the best voices in the
command had been gathered about the center of our regiment
anid were waking the echoes in the gloomy forests which
hemmed us in, by singing lively war songs.

From my point of view, at that time, the war had become
a very serious matter. In the beginning I thought it would
be a grand and exciting, vet short-lived, adventure, and with
a host of others under military age hastened into the service
fearing war might be over before we had a chance for the glory
of it.  That illusion had been dispelled.  XNearly three years
had passed, and despite the patient toil and suffering and the
heroie self-sacrifice of the battlefield, our army had met with
so much disaster, it foreed upon me the eonclusion that our
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THE EVACUATION OF PORT ROYAL NEARLY COMPLETED

This photograph, taken shortly after the one preceding, witnesses how quickly an army accomplishes its
movements.  The pontoon-Liridge leading out to the hoats has been practically cleared; all but s few of the
group of cavalrymen have ridden away, and the transports are whistling “all aboard,” 0s can plainly be
seen from the sharp jets of steam. A few of the eavalry remain with the headquarters wagon which stands
near the head of the pontoon. Sterner work awaits the troopers after this peaceful maneuver, Grant
needs every man to screen his infantry in its attempt to outflank the brilliantly maneuvered army of Lee.



e Chrough the Federal Lies ¢+ ¢+

struggle was hopeless, and that if we fought on as we had de-
termined to do, death was the inevitable end. That was my
conviction, and I believe it accounts for the fact that I volun-
tecred to go on the errand which I undertook that night.

About two o'clock word was passed down from the head
of the column to stop the singing, and for the entire column to
move in silence. When we heard the order, we knew we were
coming close to the foe. About four o'clock we were again
halted, and another message was started at the head of the
column and came back down the line in a low tone, for it was
the custom on night marches, on account of the darkness and
the erowded condition of the roadway, to transmit orders n
this fashion. An aide or courier conld not get through the
crowded highway or ride through the thick underbrosh and
woods on either side. The message was, in effect, a call for a
voelunteer to go on a special errand.

My messmate, Licutenant Jack Weatherley, who was
killed soon after at Big Shanty, rode with me to the head of
the column where, in the darkness, I made out a number of
men, presumably officers and aides, some mounted and some on
the ground. The general in command—Wheeler or Martin—
asked if 1 were willing to go inside the foe's lines. 1 replied 1
would go provided I could wear my uniform, but not as a spy.
He said: “ You can go as you are. I want you to find a de-
tachment of eavalry which has been sent around the right of
the enemy's lines, and which by this time should be in their rear,
about opposite our present position. It is important that they
be found and ordered not to attack, but to rejoin this eolumn
by the route which they have already traveled. In order to
reach them,” he added, * vou will proceed upon a road which
leads through the enemy’s lines, and should bring you in eon-
tact with their pickets about one mile from this point.,”

The message was entirely verbal. 1 carried nothing but
one army six-shooter.  Lientenant Weatherley, Colonel Ham-
brick, in command of our regiment at the time, and a guide

e
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COURIERS AT BEVERLY HOUSE—WARREN'S HEAIDMUARTERS AT
SPOTSYLVANIA

The couriers doing duly before this farmbouse, headquarters of General G. K.
Warren, are kept riding day and night al breakneck speed. The Fifth Army
Corps, of which he was in command, occupied a position northwest of  Spotsyl-
vania Court House on the right of the Federal line, where it remained from May
Oth to May 15th. On the evening of May 10th Warren made two assaults on the
position at his front, ab o loss of six thousand men.  Again, on the 12th, the dogged
Grant persisted in hiz hammering tactics and ordered heavy assaultz at dilferent
pointz, The Federal loss on that day was approximately seven thousand men
all told,  For another week Grant made partial attacks all along the line,
but Lee's veterans withstood every onset. In two weeks Geanb lost thirky-
six Lthouwsand men. The Fifth Corps bore the brunt of much of the heavy
work. (e can imagine with what rapidity the couriers gatheced arouncd

Beverdy's house wore out their horses in transmitting sll-important communds,
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accompanied me a few hundred yvards down the road. As 1
started, our colonel said: * This is an important matter, and
I hope vou will succeed. If vou do, I will see that you have a
furlongh for as long a period as you wish.”

The officers soon left me, and the guide aceompanied me
half a mile further to where the road forked. He indicated
the route T should travel which was to the right, as we were
going, and then telling me that the Federal pickets were at
a point half a mile bevond, he turmed back. By this time, it
must have been nearly five o’clock.

To the normal human being in times of peaece and quiet,
the love of life is so natural and so strong that it is difficult
to appreciate, until one has passed into and through it, that
strange and unusual mental condition in which the value of
existence beeomes a minor consideration. I look back upon
this oceasion as the one supreme moment when I came nearest
to the elimination of every selfish consideration from the motive
with which I was then actuated. I do not overstate the case in
sayving that death was preferable to life with failure in the ac-
complishment of my errand.

I had determined, if halted. to ride over every obstacle at
full speed, and not to fire my pistol unless in dire extremity, al-
though I had taken it from the holster and had it cocked and
ready for quick use. 1 was riding a splendid horse, strong,
swift, and mettlesome, and so alert that nothing eseaped his
quick observation.

1 have no means of knowing how far I had gone, probably
half 2 mile or more, when suddenly 1 felt my horse cheek himself
as if he were about to change his gait.  This movement told me
that he had seen something more than the ordinary inanimate
object. At the same instant he lifted his head, and in such a
knowing way, that I was convineed the moment had come, and
that the Federal outposts were here.  Without waiting to be
halted, I tightened the reins, and crouching down elose to the
saddle and the horse's neck, touched him with the spurs, and
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A COURIER AT HEADQUARTERS
Lomated as they were mear the Orange and Alexanifrin Railroad and ot times between the hostile lines, the
|i“‘r]|i:||r.i miar Fairfay Cowrt Hiogse passed Linae and again from Lhe hands of ane army Lo ihe other. The beomee
m this phoiogmph was nsed st different times by Gepers] Bmoregard and General MeClellan as hesdoguarters
Even now a Union orderdy ia waiting to dash off on one of the powerful chargers.  “The assigning of treopers o
such dutirs as these was part of the systeen which crippled the Federal cavaley till it passed umder the contral of
efficient and aggressive Sherilan.  The details of the picture indicnte a burried departure of the former oooupants,
Thee Bouse itself iz & fse rL1II:|rEr of the ol Caloninl Southern aschilectere—white colismns En frent of med brick.
The while stucoo has fallen away in places from the brick of the colamns—a melancholy appearance for o bome.




HORSES THAT CARRIED THE ORDERS OF THE GEXERAL-IN-CHIEF

Crack horses were a first requizite for Grant’s staff, escort, and eouriers.  This photograph shows severnl
at Bethsedn Churels, the little Vieginin meeting-house where the staff had halted the doy before Cold Har-
hor, The stafl consisbed of fourteen officers only, and was not lnrger than that of some division com-
manders.  Brigadier-General John A, Rawling was the chief, Grant’s instructions to his staff showed the

value that he placed upon celerity and the overcoming of delays in communicating orders,  He urged hiz
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WAITING ON GRANT AT BETHESDA CHURCH, JUNE, 1864

officers to discuss his orders with him freely whenever it was possible in the course of an engagement or
battle, to learn his views as fully as possible, and in great emergencies, where there was no time to com-
munieate with headguariers, to aet on their own initiative along the hines lad down by him without his
specific orders.  The result was an eager, confident, hard-riding staff that stopped at no danger, whether to
horse or man, What was even more important, its members did not hesitate to assume responsibility,

[l



AN ESCORT THAT MADE HISTORY

These men and bovs formed part of the escort of General Grant during the Appomattox campaign, The
same companies (B, I, and K of the Fifth United States Covaley, under Captain Juliva W, Mason) were
with him at the fall of Petersburg. Perhaps they won this high distinction by their intrepid charge at
Gaines” Mill, when they lost fiftv-eight of the two hundred and twenty men who participated.  With such
gallant troepers on guard, the North felt reassured as to the safety of its general-inchief, The Little boy



MEN OF THE FIFTH “REGULAR" CAVALRY

huglers, in the very forefront of the making of American history, stand with calm and professional bearing.
Although but fifteen and sixteen years old, they rode with the troopers, and nol less bravely.,  One boy of
similnr nge was severcly wounded in one of the numerous fghits between Stuart and e Second United States
Cavalry near Gettyshurg. His captain, whom he was faithfully following, left him for dead upon the
field. Many vears after the young man sent the captain his photograph te prove that he was whole and seamd,
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he bounded forward like the wind. His clear vision was not at
fault, for as I flew by, I saw two men leap up in front of me
from the edge of the roadway and jumyp into the shadows of the
woods and undergrowth at one side, They said something to
me, and I replied, but my excitement was so intense, expecting
every moment the crack of their rifles, that no part of the pic-
ture which flashed through my mind remains clearly registered
except the forms of two men and the swift scurry of the horse,

Fortunately they did not fire. It may be that they felt
something of the excitement and fright I was experiencing, but
more than likely they were drowsy or asleep, and the soft, sandy
road enabled me to approach them so closely without being
heard (for in the darkness they could not have seen farther
than a few feet), that they were taken by surprise, and more-
over, they may have thought I was a Federal picket, sinee 1
was riding into their lines. In any event, in less time than it
takes to tell it, I had seurried away bevond their vision and out
of range of their guns. Although I believed a large body of
Federals was on either side of the road, I was riding along at
such a rapid gait, that in the darkness I saw no sign of troops.
I eannot even now estimate how far 1 went at the speed
I was making—probably two or three miles. I know I had
slowed up, and was riding again at a canter when daylight
came, and with it I noticed in the valley below a cloud of
dust not more than half a mile away. This told me of the
moving cavalry,and in a few minutes more I had the great good
fortune of riding into the column 1 was sent to intercept.

A few davs after the battle of Chickamauga, all of the
good mounts in the eavalry were organized to cross the Ten-
nessee River and break up General Roseerans’ communiea-
tions, and I went with this flving column. We took the great
wagon train in the Sequatchie valley on the 2d of Oectober, and
on the 4th I was eaptured and taken to the military prison at
Camp Morton, Indiana, where I remained until the latter part
of February, 1865.

[214]
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0N TIHE WAY TO THE BATTLE OF GETTYSEBLURG
COMPANY L, SECOND “REGULARS"

The *Secand * fonght in the reserve brigale under Gemeral Merriti, during the see-
onid ilay of the battle, “The lrading figares in the picture are First-Sergeant Painter
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THE WAGONS WITH THE RIGHT OF WAY

The ammunition-train had the right of way over evervthing else in the army, short of actual guns and
soldiers, when there was any possibility of a fight.  The long, cumbrous lines of commizssary wagons were
foreed to draw off into the felds to the right and left of the road, or seatter any way they could, to make
way for the ammunition-train.  Its wagons were slways marked, and were supposed to be kept as near the
troops as possible.  Boldiers could go without food for o day or two i mecessary; but it might spell defeat



AMMUNITION-TRAIN OF THE THIRD} DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS

and capture Lo lack ammunition for an hour.  This is a photograph of the ammunition wagons of the Thind
Cavalry Division commanded by General James H. Wilson, They are going into biveune for the night.
The wagons on the right are being formed in o semi-cirele, and one of the escort has already dismounted.
A led mule i3 attached to the wagon on the aght, for even mule power is fallible, and if one dies in the
traces he must be promptly reploced. The men with these trains often held the fate of armies in their hands,



THE BATTLE-LINE—AN ENTIRE CAVALRY REGIMENT IN FORMATION

This stirring picture shows some of the splendid cavalry that was finally developed in the North areayved
in battle-line,  Thus they looked before the bugle soumded the charge. One can almost imagine them
breaking into o brol, inerensing EI‘]II:IILI'I.I.'_'I.' 1o m n'nﬂuii, amd finally, within o seore of yards of the Confederates”
roaring gung, into a mad dash that carred them in clusters fashing with sabers through the struggling,
writhing line. This regiment is the Thirteenth New York Cavalry, organized June 20, 1863, Two weeks
after the regiment wins orgnnized these men were patroling the rear of the Army of the Potomac at Gettys-
burg. The following month they were quelling the draft riots in New York, and thereafter they were engaged




THE THIRTEEXTH NEW YORK CAVALRY DRILLING NEAR WASHINGTON

in pursuing the redoubtable and evanescent Moshy, and keeping a watchful eve om Washington.  They
participated in many minor engagements in the vicinity of the Capital, and lost| 128 enlisted men and
officers.  The photograph i= proof enough thet they were a well-drilled body of men, The ranks are
steaight and unbroken, and the company officers are keeping their proper distances. The colonel, to the
extreme rght in the foreground, has pood reason to sit proudly erect.  Note the white-horse troop in the
rear, where the war chargers can be seen gracefully arching their necks. This is a triumph of wet-plate
photography. Only by the highest skill eoald such resthes animals ps horses be eaught with the camera of 65,
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CAVALRY BATTLES AND CHARGES

By CHarres 1), Ruobes
Cuptain, General Staff, United States Army

D URING the first two years of the Civil War, the Federal
cavalry was subordinated in every way to its true réle,
and one of the common mistakes in those early days of the
war was to use cavalry with infantry support, so that the latter
used to shout derisively: * There's going to be a fight, boys!
The cavalry’s coming back!™

One of the early eavalry actions which exeited attention,
took place during the Peninsula eampaign, at the close of the
battle of Gaines’ Mill, June 27, 1862, General Fitz John
Porter with his Fifth Corps was covering the communieations
of the Army of the Potomae on the Chickahominy line with
the base at White House Landing on the Pamunkey, The
Confederate army had made four desperate assaults on the
Union lines, and every available infantryman had been brought
into action, so that there was not a single reserve in rear of the
line of battle, save the cavalry and some artillery.

The day was fast drawing to a close, when the Confeder-
ates made a final effort to force Porter’s left flank and cut it
off from the bridge. The cavalry commander, General P, St
George Cooke, directed the artillery to hold its precarious po-
sition, and ordered Captain Whiting, commanding the Fifth
United States Cavalry, to charge the advancing infantry,

Numbering but two hundred and twenty sabers, the little
force moved out under heavy fire, and striking the foe intact
with a portion of its line, the charging troopers were only
stopped by the woods at the bottom of the slope. The easual-
ties of the charging force were fiftv-five, with twenty-four




GENERAL THE FIRST GHEAT

FHILIF 5T. GEORGE FEDERAL
COUKE CAVALRY CHARGE OF THE

COMMANDING CIVIL WAR

Humi it mob been tor Genersl |"|I.i|i]'|l".¢4.. “l.'\-ul]!r{-'whl_—a.ul! hils-q:rl.vnl.r_lr. ;\Iﬂjlrp-ﬁmlm| Fiti-dJohin Porter and his stafl would mot be
enjuying the luxusies portrayed i the lower photograph, taken nineteen days after the battle of Gaines® Mill. The typical old-time
Yirgmia cook. mnd the p:n‘.‘n.t.'l.llﬂ |1l|h'||:i||1=-:11|||1||,l ot the baaks of the gver. wiggesl little eof Ehe -|tr|.|.n|||'.' |n~ril that faced the Federals
Jdizne 27, 1862, The line of batile formed the arc of & cirele, almost pamllel 1o the Chicknbominy. Dhuring the day the Confedernte
[orces msde foar desperato assaults on the Union lines, amd every availabde infantryman was broaght into action. The caly reserve
on e loft of the line was the mvalry and considersble nrtillery,  As night wns falling, the Confederates made a final efort o
foree the left flank amd cut it off from the bridge across the Chickabonsiny. The artillery was dirocted o meinlsin s position,
and Genermnl Cooke ondered Capiain YWhiting, commanding the Fifth United States Cavalry, to charge with his troopers. The
little Torce of 220 salwers -|"'.||nl'|1r|! (19 I'II!'I'ﬂJII'hl,H liges af Comlederals Elllﬂﬂl_r_l.". f |u'rr|i|n| af bhe line atrsck the EnENLY intact and were
stopped caly by the woods at the bottom of the slope. Their casunlties were fifty-sight men—but umder vover of the charge
the ariillery was salely withdemwn, and the sacrifioe was well worth the resulls altained.

ibFrimlet, iuis, PulBel Fel b

GENERAL FITE-JOHN PORTER AND STAFF, JUNE, 1862
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horses killed—a saerifice well worth the results attained. Of
this action, the Comte de Paris wrote fifteen vears later; * The
sacrifice of some of the bravest of the cavalry certainly saved
a part of the artillery, as did, on a larger seale, the Austrian
cavalry on the evening of Sadowa.”

General Wesley Merritt, 17, S, A, one of the ablest cav-
alry officers of his time, who was present at Gaines’ Mill as
an aide-de-camp to General Cooke, thus deseribed this affair: *

]'.Im-Eng t e mrl_'y part of this battle the Union nrmy held s groud
ani gained from time to time some materinl sueeess.  But it was only

_ =: temporary. In thie nfternoon the weiter of Lhis, by Genersl Cooke's diree-
l'="{ ' ¥ tion, reported at the headguarters of the commanding general on the field,
B Fitz John Porter, and during his attendanee there heard read a despateh

C e from Greneral MeClellan mn_g:r‘nlll.hl.lihg Tarter on his suecess, Tt elosed

with directions to drive the rebels off the field, and to take from then
their artillery. At the time this despatch was being read, the enemy
were forcing our troops to the rear.  Hasty preparations were made for
the vetreat of the headquarters, and everything was in the most wretched
confusion. No orders could be obtained, and T returned to my chicf
reporting the condition of affairs. It was apparent from movements in

)

our front that the Confederabes would make a BUPFCmH: cffort to foree
the left flank of Fitz John Porter's command, and eutting it off from
the bridge over the Chickahominy, sever it from MeClellun®s army, and
capture or disperse it.

It wns growing late. Both armies were exhausted by the exertions
of the day. But the prize at hand was well worth the effert, and the
Confederates with remewed strength were fighting to make their vietory
complete, The Union eavalry commander scized the situation at a glanee,
The cavalry had been posted behind a platenn on the left bank of the
Chickahominy, with ground to its front free of ohstacles and suitable for
cavalry action. To the right front of the eavaley the hatteries of the
reserve artillery were stationed. . . .

The events of that day at Gaines' Mill are pictured on the mind of
the writer of this imperfect sketeh as on o never fading photograph. The
details of the battle are as vivid as if they had oceurred yesterday, As

* Journal United Stabes Cavaley Association, March, 1565,
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MECHANICSVILLE, IN 1262, WHERE THE TROURLE STARTED

AE Lhis slec Py 'I.'l.rH'u';.i hamlet the serivs of cagageinehis that |'\.r-|'\:1'\-|5'||'||||l Ia.lrl:||_'|g|ﬂ-|||!-c|||; the U hicknbot UEY 1@ frost eof Bscthi |||||.-|”.-|||_—|||
Early 1m June, 1858, ns the .'m.-.:.'a-r the Potomse extemsded 112 wings along both bamks of ihe Chic I\.IIII""II'.lI;". Alechnmicsville fell imto ks
pwssegatan. [ here was o strugele at Benver Dam Creek and on Uhe neighboring fiebds, the defenders Bnally retrenting in disosder down
the rlil\:l' amel over the Brldge towand Riclmend, |-|||.!.' thiree and & hall miles away. The rli' kels af the UEIE aigng armics watched the
bridge with pealous eyes Gl the Union lines were withdmwn om the 20th of Jane, aml the Coafedemtes meiook the villag
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FAMOUS CHARGE

OFFICERS OF THE FIFTH UNITED STATES CAVALRY. IN THE
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the Confederntes enme rushing across the apen in front of the batterics,
hent on their eapture, one hattery nearest our position was seen to limber
up with a view to retreating. I rode hurriedly, by direction of General
Cooke, to its captain, Robinson, and ordered him to unlimber and com-
menee firing at short range, canister. He complicd willingly, and said,
ns if in extenuation of lis inbended withdrawal, that be bind no suppart.
I told him the cavalry were there, and would support his and the other
hatteries. The rapid fire at short range of the artillery, and the daring
chn re of the -r!'n.'rull‘}' in thwe fuce of an exhavsted foe, [Jrc'n'mlitﬂf without
donbt, the enemy seizing the Chickahominy bridge and the capture or
ilispersion of Fitz John Iorter's command. No farther advance wos
mncle by the Confederntes, nnd the tired and beaten forees of Porler
withdrew to the farther side of the Chickahominy and joined the Army
of the Potomae in front of Richmond. The envalry withdrew last as o
rear guard, nfter having furnished torch and litter bearers to the sur-
geons of our army, who did what was possible to eare for our wounded

left oo B ficld,

But it was not until a year later (March 17, 1863), at
Relly's Ford on the Rappahannock, that the Union cavalry
first gained real confidence in itself and in its leaders.

In this engagement, following the foreing of the river
erossing, two regiments of cavalry dismounted, with a section
of artillery, and held the foe in front, while mounted regiments
rolled up the Confederate flanks: their entire line was thrown
into confusion and finally driven from the field.

The decisive cavalry battle at Brandy Station, or Beverly
Ford, on June 9th, following, having for its object a recon-
naissance in foree of the Confederate troops on the Culpeper-
Fredericksburg road, was the first great cavalry combat of
the war. It virtually " made”™ the Union cavalry.

Buford's division of the Federal cavalry corps accom-
panied by Ames" infantry brigade, had been directed to cross
the Rappahannock at Beverly Ford, and move by way of 5t.
James' Church to Brandy Station. A second eolumn eom-
posed of Gregg's and Duflié's divisions, with Russell’s infantry

[224]




GAINES" MILL

From this rural Yirginia spol the hattle of
June 27th took its name. At the cdose of
that fearful day the building fell into use as
a hospital. It wns later hurned during a
Federal raid, and nothing but the saunt
walls remnin,  Thie skull that lies in front of
the mill evidently belonged to one of those
brave cavalrymen who gave up their lives
to save their comrades.  He may have re-
ceived a soldier’s hasty burial, but it was by
no means  unusaal  for e heavy  rains
to wash away the shallow covering of soil,
andd Bo have exposed to view the remains

of the wen who lad gone bo their reward,

MAJOR CHARLES JARVIS WHITING

Major (then Caplain) Whiting was the man
who led the charge of the Fifth United
Stotes Covaley wpon the sdvancing Con-
federate infantry ordered by General Philip
&t George Cooke at Gaines" Mill, June 27,
1862, He eoubd entertain no hope of victory.
The Confederates were already too near to
allow of an effective charge. It was prac-
tically a command to die in order to check
the Confederate eolumn untill infantry pe-
enforcements could be rished forward Lo
save some imperiled batteries. Oher twenty-
five per eent, of the tmoopers who pode
throvgh the Confederate lines were killed,

wounded, or missing.
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brigade, was to cross the river at Kelly's Ford—Gregg to push
on by way of Mount Dumpling to Brandy Station, and Duffié
to proceed to Stevensburg. By a strange coincidence, that
brilliant eavalry leader, Stuart, planned on the same day to
cross the Rappahannock at Beverly and the upper fords, for
the purpose of diverting the attention of the Army of the
Potomae from General Lee's northward dash into Maryland.

Under cover of a heavy fog, Buford's column crossed the
river at four o'dlock in the morning, surprising the Southern
outposts and nearly capturing the Confederate artillery.
Here, in spite of superior numbers, the Union commander,
General Pleasonton, formed his cavalry in line of battle, cov-
ering the ford in less than an hour, but he could make no per-
ceptible movement forward until Gregg’s guns on the extreme
left had made a general advance possible.

The Confederates fell rapidly back, and the headquarters
of Stuart's chief of artillery, with all his papers and Lee's
order for the intended movement, were captured. A junction
was soon formed with Gregg. and with heavy losses on both
sides, the foe was pushed back to Fleetwood Ridge. Of this
part of the action General Stuart's biographer says:

A part of the First New Jersey Cavalry eame thundering down the
narrow ridge, striking MeGregor's and Hart's unsupported batteries in
the flank, and riding through and bhetween guns and enissons from right
to left, but were met by a determined hand-to-hand contest from the
eannoneers with pistols, sponge-staffs, and whatever else came handy to
fight with. The charge was repulsed hy artillerists alone, not a single
friendly trooper being within reach of us.

On Fleetwood Ridge the Confederate infantry rallied to
the support of Stuart’s cavalry, and the object of the recon-
naissance having been gained, a general withdrawal of the
Union cavalry was ordered, Gregg by way of the ford at Rap-
pahannock Bridge, and Buford by Beverly Ford. But as the

order was about to be executed, the Confederates fiercely
s |




A BRIDGE OVER THE MUDDY CHICKAHOMINY—1862

This is a photograph of the insignifeant stream that figured so largely in the calenlations of the opposing
generals before Richmond., TUnder the effect of the almost tropical rains, in a day lusurdant mesdows
wonld become transformed into Inkes, and surging floods appear where hefore were stagnant pools.  Thus
it became doubtful in June whether the struggling Union army could depend upon the little bridges. It
was said by zomie of the Union engineers that it was only the weight of the troops passing over them that
held some in place. One was swept away immediately aflter a column had crossed.  The muddy banks
show maore plainly than words what the little Chickahominy could do when it was thoroughly arosused,

[e—13]
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attacked the Union right, and the most serious fighting of the
day resulted. At four o'clock in the afternoon, a large Con-
federate infantry force being reported at Brandy Station, Gen-
eral Pleasonton began a general withdrawal of the Union eav-
alry, a movement which was executed in good order and com-
pleted by seven o'clock in the evening without molestation by
the Confederates.

This great cavalry battle lasted for over ten hours, and
was preeminently a mounted combat, the charges and counter-
charges of the opposing horsemen being of the most desperate
character. During the day, the First New Jersey Cavalry,
alone, made six regimental charges, besides a number of smaller
ones; the fighting and charging of the regular and Sixth Penn-
sylvania Cavalry was kept up for over twelve hours: and the
other regiments were almost equally engaged through the
eventful day,

Commenting on this defeat of the Confederate eavalry at
Brandy Station, the Richmond Examiner of that period said:

The surprise of this oceasion was the most complete that has oc-
curred. The Confederate cavalry was earelessly strewn over the eoun-
try, with the Hup:mhmmm:k only between it and an enemy who has
already proven his enterprise to our cost. It is said that their eamp was
suppaosed bo ke seeure boenuse the Rappahannock wans not supposed to
be fordable at the point where it actunlly was forded. What! Do the
Yankees then know more about this river than our own zoldiers, who
have done nothing hut ride up and down its banks for the past six months?

Brandy Station was reallv the turning-point in the evo-
lution of the Federal cavalry, which had herctofore been dom-
inated by a sense of its own inferiority to Stuart’s bold horse-
men, FEven the Confederate writer, MeClellan, has this to
say of Brandy Station and its effect on the morale of the
Union cavalry:

Up to this time, confessedly inferior to the Southern horsemen, they
guined on thiz duoy that confidees in themselves and their commanders
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REUNION OF OFFICERS

OFF THE THIRD AND FOURTH PENNSYLVANIA
CAVALRY

The aoldiers in a preat war-game maoke merey while they can.  This pholograph shows
the officers of the Thind and Fourth Pennsylvanin Cavaley picknicking on the hanks of
the fAver ot Westover Landing in August, 1862, The Fourth Pennsylvania bhad taken
part in the actions on the upper Chickahominy hardly a month before, when the Fifth
Unitid States Cavalry made their daring charge at Gaines” Mill. Both regiments had
been active in the Peninsula campaign, although the Third Pennsylvania had been split
up into detachments and on headguarters duty, and they weee to be together on the
bloody davs at Antietam the middle of the following month. They have snatehed a briel
moment together now, and are hopelully pledging each other long lives.  Neither the

Union nor the Confederney realized that the war was to streteh out over four bernible FEATE,
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which enabled them to contest so fiercely the subsequent battlefields of
June, July, and Cetober,

Passing by without comment the splendid stand of Bu-
ford's dismounted troops covering the approaches to the town
of Gettysburg, in which less than three thousand cavalrymen
and Calef’s battery made possible the oeeupation by the de-
layed Union army of the dominating position along Cemetery
Ridge and the Round Tops, the desperate battles of the cav-
alvy on the right and left flanks at Gettysburg, are history.

On the Union left flank, Pleasonton had ordered Kilpat-
rick to move from Emmittsburg with his entire foree to pre-
vent a Confederate turning movement on the Round Tops,
and, if practicable, to attack the Confederate flank and rear.
Late on July 8, 1863, the reserve cavalry brigade under Mer-
ritt moved up and took position to the left of Kilpatrick.
Custer's brigade had been detached to report to Gregg on the
Union right. The fight which ensued on this third and last day
of the great battle, was severe in the extreme.

Merritt's position on the left eaused the Confederate gen-
eral, Law, to detach a large foree from his main line to protect
his flank and rear. This so weakened the Confederate line in
front of General Farnsworth, that Kilpatrick ordered the latter
to charge the center of Law's line of infantry. The ground
was most unfavorable for a mounted charge, being broken,
covered with stone, and intersected by fences and stone walls.

Writing of this charge in " Battles and Leaders of the
Civil War." Captain H. C. Parsons of the First Vermont
Cavalry, says:

I was near Kilpatriek when he impetuously gave the order to Farns-
worth to make the last charge. Farnsworth spoke with emotion: * Gen-
eral, do you mean tF  Shall T throw my handful of men over rough
ground, through timber, against a brigade of infantry? The First
Vermont has already heen fought half to pieces; these are too good
men to kil Kilpatrick said: “ Do you refuse to obey my orders? If
vou are afraid to lead this charge, I will lead it.*




HELD BY THE CAVALREY AT ANTIETAM

The Federal cavalry bore its share of the work on the bloodiest single day of the wae, September 17, 1862, at
Antietam. Al this hril‘gfl'\q | b Hn‘lt\.'ﬂ'i”l_' reaal e H;|||:|1|1 |_:'|.'.1.|r_-¢' lessder Genernl Pleassnton had & nest jm-
portant part bo play is the plan of attack on the Confedermle positions west of Antictam Creck. 1o spile of
galling eross-fire from the Confedernte batteries, Plossonfon threw forward his moenioed skirmishers, who held
their ground umtil Tidballs hatteries of the regular artillery were advanes] picee by piece scross the bridge.
(huwming with canister, the guns routed the sharpsbooters, and seon four balleries were in position an the rdge
||l|“'_|'.'|'|ll'||t the oreek. Here ||||.'_|.' lerhil thar ;Hlllllli il hiulltfu“. at times :|'||:nr'.i||,_!.: shiorl of ammunition, hat Fiﬁng
noeded aid to Sumner’s sdvance Lo their right and in Burnside's despernte strugele to eross the bridge below to
theie befi.  To the left of the I‘"'i'tl»:" where Plensoiiloi's sueevsalis] o nl-EIl,; o Lo maming of the 1TEh wis aes
complished stands Neweomers" Mill. On the ridge above, the cavalry and artillery held their positions, keeping
ofHll B WAY fior h'\-l"t'lr-llh'l'IIH'||1-| '”||_u..|_- nere ||||||_'|| m-l,'ljl_ﬂ I|v.||.|_'|-| ||||: nml:ll;ui.liu-: ilr l]ll']m”rl‘il"'l rambow. Mo

reguilar Lroops were sent forward, together with two more hatterics from Sykes’ division, aunder commaned of Capdain

Dryer. These reenforcements theew themselves splendidly into the fght.  The cavaley had soored again,
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NEWCOMERS' MILL OX ANTIETAM CREEK
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Farnsworth rose in his stirrups—Uhe looked mognificent in Lis pns-
sion—and eried, * Take that back!™ Kilpatrick returned his defiance,
but, soon repenting, said, * 1 did not mean it; forget it.”

For a moment there was silenee, when Farnsworth spoke ealmly,
* General, if you order the charge, I will lead it, but you must take the
responsibility.™

I did not hear the low eonversation that followed, but as Farns-
worth turned away, he said, * I will obey your order.™  Kilpatrick said
cammestly, “ 1 take the responsibility.”

The charge was a daring and spectacular one. The First
West Virginia, and Eighteenth Pennsylvania moved through
the woods first, closely followed by the First Vermont and
Fifth New York Cavalry, all mounted, and drove the foe be-
fore them until heavy stone walls and fences were reached.
Two regiments cleared the obstacles, charged a second line
of infantry, and were stopped by another stone wall, covering
a third line of infantry. The First West Virginia was for a
time entirely surrounded, but succeeded in cutting its way
back with a loss of but five killed and four wounded, bringing
with it a number of prisoners. When the body of Farnsworth
was afterwards recovered, it was found to have reeeived five
mortal wounds.

General W, M. Graham, U. 5, A. (Retired), says: *

The following is the account of Farnsworths death as scen by a
Confederate officer and by him related to me in the winter of 1876-T7 at
Columbia, South Carolina: I was introduced to Captain Bachman, who
communded the * Hmul‘llnn Legnon Battery,” with which T was engaged
(Battery K, First United States Artillery), at Gettysburg on July 8d.
Naturally our conversation drifted to the war, and he remarked: * One
of the most gallant incidents of the war witnessed by me was a cavalry
charge at the battle of Gettyvsburg, on July Sd. made by a General
Farmsworth of the Yankee army. He led his brigade, riding well abead
of his men, in o charge ngainst my hattery and the infantry supports;
we were so filled with admiration of his bravery that we were reluctant

* Journal Military Service Institution for March, 1910, p. 543,




DUFFIE, WHO LED THE CHARGE AT KELLY® FORD

Led by Colonel Alfred DPufftié, the dashing cavalryman wlhose portrait is above, Fedeml covalry had its Grel opporfunaty to measune
sl in A real trial of steength with the ||.|r~||_l\. hoawrieen of 8he Soath al H.'ll_l\.".a Fuoed e Mareh 17, 1803, Deeadicr-General William
W, Averedl, in comisand of the Second Division, Cavalry Corps, Army of the Pobomec, received onders bo onoss Uhe rver with 5000
I'.1'J.I|I|- and six |.lil'\-:'|"\- i :|r|i|||'r:\. L anid ablack ||.-|||.|‘||'-|In'\-_l\.' the forees af Geseral Fid :l'm_,'h L, siEjHpHmeTd |||'!H':||':-Ff'|1||.u'l:||'r Court House.
Sarting from Morrisville with abowt 2 100 nsen, Gemeral Averel] found the crossing st Kelly's Ford abstrocted by abatia and defended
h:- a||.|.r|:na-||||-\.l|-|'r|| The Firal Blile Island [.Ja'h'.'l.lr_l.'-|!.rr'\'l'|_l'd| [ -I'."-CI.\'«;I:H. ainl the attle-line was fostiond an the farihee slde of the Hver.
Colonel Duffé om the Federl left fank, and Colonel Melntosh on the right led nlmest simultaseous charges.  The enfire hody of
Confederate cavalry was driven back in confusion.  The Confederates made apother stand three-quarters of a mile farther back in the

wisds, but when the Federal l\.ll'\.‘.\|::|' l".||||||:| witlsleew, thelir killed and wounded were T8, and those of the Comsledersics 159,
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ko kil Bim, and so called out te him to * surrender,’ as his position wes
hopeless.  He replicd by emptying his revolver nnd then hurling it at
us and drowing hiz saber, when we shot him thmug]n the bﬂd}'. I-:J'“:illg
him. His men were nearly all killed, wounded, or eaptured, very few
eseaping to their own lines.™

General Graham adds, © Bachman was a fine fellow who,
like all those who fought on each side, had buried all bitter-
ness of feeling.”

All things considered, it seems wonderful that these four
regiments did not suffer more severely (sixty-five casualtics
out of three hundred men in the charge). This fact can best
be acconnted for by the moral effect of the charge, the fear-
less troopers leaping the obstacles and sabering many of the
Confederate infantry in their positions. The Confederate gen-
eral, Law, said of this:

It wos impossible to use our artillery to any advantage, owing to
the elose quarters of the attacking eavalry with our own men, the leading
sqquindrons forcing their horses up to the very muezles of the rifles of our
infantry,

But while this was taking place on the Federal left flank,
a great cavalry battle, fraught with tremendous responsibili-
ties, was being waged on the right flank.

On July 8d, the Second Cavalry Division, under Gregg.
had been ordered to the right of the line with orders to make
a demonstration against the Confederates. About noon, a
despateh reached Gregg that a large body of the Southern cav-
alry was observed from Cemetery Hill, moving against the
right of the Union line. In consequence of this important in-
formation, Custer's brigade, which had been ordered back to
Kilpatrick’s eommand, was held by Gregg.

This Confederate column moving to the attack was
Stuart’s cavalry, which, belated by many obstacles, was advane-
ing toward the lines of Ewell's corps.  Stuart took position

on a ridge, which commanded a wide area of open ground, and
[2H]
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TWO LEADERS OF THE FEDERAL CAVALRY AT GETTYSRBURG

This martial photorraph portrays two of the men who prevented the suceess of the Confederate General
Stuart’s charge on the thied day at Gettysburg, when the tide of battle between the long lines of infantry
had been wavering to and fro, and Pickett was advancing on Cemetery Ridge. Had the brilliant Btuart
with hisz veteran cavalry gained the rear of the Federal line, the notural panic following might have been
more than sufficient to win the day for the Confederate eauze,  About noon on July @, General Gregg

was informed that a large body of Confederate cavalry was moving against the right of the line, Geneesl
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PLEASONTON AND CUSTER, THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE BATTLE

Gregg held Custer's brigade, which had been ondered back to the left of the line, in order to help meet the
attack. The Seventh Michigan Cavaley met the charge of a regiment of W, H. F, Lea"s brigade, and this
wis followed by a charge of the First Michigan, driving back the Confederate line.  Then followed counter-
charges by the Confederates until a large part of both commands were fighting desperately.  In this ter-
rilde covalry combat every possible wenpon was utilized.  Thiz photograph of Plensonton on the aght, who
commanded all the cavalry at Gettyshurg, and of the dashing Custer, was taken three months before,



SOME OF PLEASONTONS MEN

AT GETTYSBURG

These men and mere boys stood seriously before the camern. Withoul a trace of swagger they leaned upon
their Hashing sabers; et they had seen all the important cavaley fighting in the East before theie final su-
preme test at Geltvsburg,  ‘They had fought at Fair Oaks and the Seven Days around Richmond.  They
had played their part at Kelly's Ford and in the great cavalry battle at Brandy Station.  They came bo
Geltyshurg seasoned troopers, with poise and confidence in themzelves, On the first day Grege's Second
Covaley Division, of which they formed part, fought the Secomd Virgnin on ool with carbinesz.  On the
second day they were deploved as dismounted skirmishers to meet Stuart™s men.  The Confederate cavaley
leader hoped to charge ot the spportune moment when Pickett was advancing, but Plessonton’s men frus-



COMPANY D

THIRD PEXNSYLVANIA CAVALRY

trated this attempt. The desperate charges and counter-charges on the Union right on that third decizive
day were the fercest of the entive war. This photogeaph was taken seven months Inter ot Brandy Station,
a few weeks before the Third Pennsylvania went into the Wilderness, Their time intervening sines
the battle of Gettysburg has been zpent seoulbing and picketing along the Rappahannock, ineluding
many o skirmish with their active adversaries. They have had time to sprice up o bt durng one of
their short rests, but their guiet veteran bearing reflects the scenes they have passed through. Their
swords that gleam so brllinntly are the regulntion light curved eavaley sabers, With these and all
other necded articles of equipment they and most of the Federal eavaley are now thoroughly equipped.
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his plan of attack was to engage the Federal troops in his front
with sharpshooters, while he moved the Confederate brigades
of Jenkins and W, F. H. Lee secretly through the woods in
an effort to reach the Union rear. Stuart hoped to strike at
the psychological moment when Pickett's famous infantry
charge, on the center of the Union line of battle, would engage
the entire attention of the Army of the Potomae.

The cavalry combat which followed was probably as des-
perate and as stubbornly contested as any in which the eavalry
took part during the entire period of the war. A mounted
charge by a regiment of W, F. H. Lee's brigade, was met by
a ecountercharge of the Seventh Michigan Cavalry, the two
regiments meeting face to face on opposite sides of a stone
wall, and discharging their carbines point blank. The First
Michigan Cavalry, aided by Chester’s battery made a charge
which, followed by a hand-to-hand fight, drove the Confederate
lines back in confusion. Then followed charges and counter-
charges by each opponent, until a large part of both commands
was involved in a general mélée.

In this terrible eavalry combat every possible weapon was
utilized, and after it was over, men were found interlocked in
each other’s arms, with fingers so firmly imbedded in the flesh
as to require foree to remove them. The easualties were heavy
for both Stuart and Gregg, but the latter was able to stop the
Confederate cavalry leader's critical turming movement. Had
Stuart with his veteran cavalry been able to strike the rear
of the Federal army simultaneounsly with Pickett's infantry
charge in front, the result of this decisive battle of the war
might have been different.

On April 4, 1864, General Sheridan assumed command
of the cavalry of the Army of the Potomae, and thereafter
a new order of things was inaugurated for the Union eavalry
in the Eastern theater of operations,

Sheridan insisted that his cavalry should not be separated

into fragments, but should be concentrated “to fight the
[240]
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enemy’s cavaley,” and in deference to Sheridan’s wishes, General
Meade promptly relieved the cavalry from much of the arduous
picket duty which it was performing at the time.  But he gave
little encouragement as yvet to Sheridan’s plans for an inde-
pendent cavalry corps—a corps in fact as well as in name. By
the end of July, the Cavalry Corps had succeeded in almost
annihilating the Confederate cavalry and had aceomplished the
destruction of millions of dollars’ worth of property useful to
the Confederate Government.  In all the important movements
of the Army of the Potomae, the cavalry had acted as a sereen,
and by its hostile demonstrations against the Southern flanks
and rear, had more than onee foreed General Lee to detach
much-needed troops from his hard-pressed front.

On May 11th, at Yellow Tavern, Sheridan had fought an
engagement which gave him complete control of the road to
Richmond and resulted in the loss to the Confederates of Gen-
erals Stuart and James B. Gordon. Merritt's brigade first
entered Yellow Tavern and secured possession of the turnpike.
The other Union divisions being brought up, Custer with his
own brigade, supported by Chapman’s brigade of Wilson's
division, made a mounted charge which was brilliantly exe-
cuted, followed by a dash at the Southern line which received
the charge in a stationary position. “This charge resulted in the
eapture of two guns. Then, while Gibbs and Devin foreed the
Confederate right and center, Gregg charged in the rear and
the battle was won.

At Deep Bottom, too, July 28th, oceurred a brilliant fight
which is worthy of more than passing notice.

The Second United States Cavalry led the advance on the
27th and took the New Market road in the direction of Rich-
mond. When close to the Confederate pickets a dashing
charge was made, foreing the foe back rapidly. On the after-
noon of the following day the Union cavalry pickets were fu-
riously attacked, and before the leading troops could dismount
and conduct the led horses to the rear, an entire brigade of
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WHERE THE CAVALRY RESTED—CASTLE MURRAY., NEAH AUBURN, VIRGINIA

In the sl of 1863 the |Il.'l|||.‘||l-1llr|.l"r\- ol the .';rm;.' of the Pofomae were pi!l'|u1! far sastnie ||n;|n oi Uhe Wassratows Ballroad nicar Aialuern,
Virginia. Near-hy lay Dr. Muarray's house, called the Castle, s picturesqoe gray slone edifice, beautifully contrasting with the dark
greem vy which has partly overgrown il, and situsted in o grove on an eminenee known as Reckhill.  Hepe Geaeral Pleasonion, com-
manding the cavalry, had bis eamp, his tenes forizing an effeclive picture when silboetted by the setting sun nguinst the gray walls
wl the Castle, A1 nayghl ther grisen |-IIII|I'|- thnt shawedd Lhe pu-.i!ilﬂi ol L |,[\I'I|.rf.1.|':-| wanapr winahd whkne mysbenousty over the trees, and
the baml of the Sixth United States Cavalry would make the stone walls scho 10 its martiol music, The csvmlry was restiag after
its desprorate enovanters al Gettyshburg and its fights along the Bappahasnnesk, But there remained miuch vel for Lhe Lroopers Lo do.
[a—18]
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Confederate infantry broke from the woods, and with colors
flving advanced in splendid alignment aeross an open field.
So closely were the advaneed Union troops pressed, that de-
spite the destruction wrought in the Southern ranks by the
breech-loading carbines, there was danger of losing the led
horses.

The following is quoted from the graphic description of
this fight by Lientenant (afterwards Colonel U0, 5. V)
William H. Harrison, Second United States Cavalry:

With n cheer which makes our hearts hound, the First New York
Dragoons, the First United States, and the Sixth Pennsylvania on the
run, dismount, and form themselves on the shattered lines of the Seeond
and Fifth. A few volleys from our earbines make the line of the cnemy’s

infantry waver, and in an instant the ery is heard along oor entire line,
“Charge! Charge!™ We rush forward, firing as we advance ; the Con-
feclernte colors Mll, and =0 furious 15 our 1.']:I.IL:I"H!'! it the North Corolina
brigade breaks in complete rout, leaving three stands of colors, all their
killedd smal wounded, and many prisoneres e oue bands, The enesny dad
not renew the fight, and we remained in posscssion of the field until pe-
lieverl by our infantry.

It was, however, in the fall of the vear {1864) that under
Sheridan’s brilliant leadership the Union cavalry won its great-
est laurels. (n September 19th, at Opequon Creck, Sheri-
dan’s infantry and eavalry achieved a vietory which sent the
Confederates under Farly ™ whirling through Winchester,”
as Sheridan tersely stated in a telegram which electrified the
people of the XNorth.

While essentially a battle participated in by all arms, the
brilliant part taken by Wilson's division in a mounted charge
which gained possession of the Winchester-Berryville turn-
pike, and the subsequent demoralizing attack of Averell’s and
Merritt's cavalry divisions on the Confederate rear, had much
to do with the Union vietory.

The most severe fighting on the part of the cavalry took

place in the afternoon.  Breckinridge's Confederate corps had
[244]




EETEEEST, THIL, PATEEIT AN DS

v\ CLOSER VIEW
Thres L by hecfarre EBiese |.l|||.l|-|un|]|'.‘|- were biken Brigulber-Ceenem] Alfred T, A, Torberd. with an tsodabed commasid of eavalry, was
hudding the hreastwarks at Cald Harbor in face of 8 magnificent atieck by o brignde of Conledernte infantry.  The troopers basy beneath
the trees are some of the very men who stossd off the long gray lises blazing with fire.  In the bower pholograph they have moved forwand,
s that we can study them more closely,  They seem quite nonchalnnt, eonsidering theis reornt experiesss, but that is n veternn’s way,
Burnett’s house, here pictured, stessd pob far from the road beading froen Old Chizrch Hotel tod0ld Cold Harbor. Tt was along this road that
Tarkest pursued the Confederates in the afternoon of May S0th, snd it was near this hozse that his division of heridan’s Cavaley Carpa
bivouacked that night. The following mosning he continued his pursait, S driving the Confederates into their breastworks st Cold
Harbor, nnd then executing a ank movensent to the left, which foreed the Bouthers infant Y ta fall back ||‘.r‘-l:'¢'—qll!'l'|l'r!.-||r.'l. mile farther.

Sheridan andered him to withdmw from this isolated position, and be returmed 1o the seene of his bivouss near Bumett's house,



OLD CHURCH MOTEL NEAR OOLL HARBCH

The very attitude of the rough and ready cavalryman with his cupved saber shows the new confidence in itsell of the Federal cavaley
ns reorganized by Sheridan in April, 1881, Here the photographer has caught a eavaley aebadl at ose of the typical cross-roads tavems
that jelas ] mr impEarrlanl & parl i Lhe ".'il.:;n';q enanpgne of tlaat Year, S sticrvasfal is the |.-ir~llm- that even the rude Ilr1.|l"l'il1H =l
Church Hotel™ on the quaint, ol fashioned swinging sign can be made oat.  The scene is typival of the times.  The reorganieeid
Fealeral |':.'|.u.||.-_|.' Waa jIErayIng of 1 he grvales] belp to Girand o |l it ||‘H'-I'|Irﬂl:l.'. 1HII’|;I'I:1I|‘I"¢' abeadl of 1hie main codumn as 1o the case

of the Gght st O8] Cherch.  InGmnt’s advance towanl Bichmond from XNorth Anna, Sherdan's cnvalry corps served as an advanes
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FOUTR DAYS AFTER THE CAVALRY CLASH OF MAY 50, 18564

euanl, Toalwrt ana Larvge wath the Firsl sigal Secon] Davaskons forgnel the Eia mll for the befi fank, On :'l-T.ﬂ:I:' #ith Torhert crossed the
Pamuskey al Hanover Ferry, captured Hanover Town, took part the following day im the ssnguinary struggle at Hawes” Shaop, and on
Lk @0k IJ.H'kUtI"It |||-|':.:1|||.Ir_|.' abwtal Ol Chusch Hodel seen b the ilil_'llunl. nand towand Cold Harbsr, AL 4 mak on :'I.[n:l' S0ih, the ¢lash
al (M Chigreh tosk place, and it was necessary to pat in Gemersl Merritt with the Reserve Brigsle. The photograph was taken on
June 4th, the day after the battle of Cold Harbor where the Federal boss wag so severe,  The harses look sleek and well-conditionsd
in mpals of the cosstant marching amid ﬁ,gh'l-lll;.!.
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fallen back on Winchester, leaving General Early's flank pro-
tected by his cavalry, which was suceesslully attacked by Gen-
eral Devin's Second Brigade and driven in confusion toward
Winchester, Then within easy supporting distance of each
other, the First Brigade, the Second Brigade, and the Reserve
Brigade moved forward without opposition until the open
fields near Winchester were reached.

What followed is well described in Lieutenant Harrison's
recollections: *

While awaiting in suspense our nest movenwnt the encimy’s jnlun-
try was 1|.i?-|5|||:li:|.' qEL n.lll.~1||.|:|li||.g' Fis 1.'|1r|:||gu fromt to meet our snfice-
paited ehnrge.  Instantly, and while in the eonfusion ineident to their
maneuver, Hwe Seeowl Brigade burst upon them, the enemy®s imfantey
hn'lll-'.ir'lg ik 1'll|ll|.'||l.'h." rasted sl l’n]liﬂg hack n eonfuwsed wnd broken
Mz,

Tmmediately after, the Union reserve brigade under the
gallant Lowell, formed to the left of the position from which
the Second Brigade, under Devin, had just charged. They
rode out fearlessly within five hundred vards of the Confeder-
ate line of battle, on the left of which, resting on an old earth-
work was a two-gun batteryv. The order was given to charge
the line and get the guns.  Lientenant Harrison continues:

At the sound of the bugle we took the trot, the gallop, and then
the chinrge.  As we nenred therr line we were welemmed by n TenreTul mus-
ketry fire, which temporarily confused the leading sguadron, sl enused
the entire brigade to oblique slightly to the right. Instantly, officers
erivd out, * Forward! Forward!™ The men rased their sobers, and
responded to the command with deafening cheers.  Within o hundred
vards of the encmy’s line we struck a blind ditels, but erossed it with-
ok irrl.'ulil'ng our front. In a moment we were face to face with the
ENCmy. Th(\j" stood as if awed by the bermsm of the II!';HIHI!.'. uil i
an instant broke in complete rout, our men sabering them as they
vainly sought safety in flight.

* Everglule to Cafion, X, Y., 1873,

[245]
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AFTER WINCHESTER—GENERAL THOMAS C. DEVIN AND STAFF

“We hove Just sent them whirling through Winchester, and we are after them to-morrow,™ was Bheridan’s
extltant wire of September 19, 1364, which clectrificd the North, Washington breathed a deep igh of pe-
lief, and Sherdan®s men started on the pursuit of Early. It was at Fisher’s Hill on the 21st that the next
clash oecurred, and after a severe engagement of the infantry, Sheridan secured an advantageous position,
[k the 22d Early's rout was made complete.  All that mght the Federal infantry with Dievin’s brignde of
cavalry pushed on in pursuit of the demoralized Confederates.  Devin overlook them north of Mount

Jackson, and had he been properly suppocted could doubtless have taken thousands of prisoners.
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The eharging force emerged from the fight with two guns,
three stands of colors, and over three hundred Confederate
prisoners.  Altogether there had been six distinet charges by
parts of the First Cavalry Division—two by the Second Bri-
gade and one by the First Brigade: one by the Second Brigade
and one by the Reserve Brigade against Early's infantry; and
one, the final charge, in which all three of the brigades joined.
General Custer describes the scene in graphic language:

At this time five brigades of eavalry woere moving on parallel lines ;
most, 3If not all, of the brigades moved by brgade front, reginents
being in parallel columns of squadrons.  One continuous and heavy line
of skirmishers covercd the advanee, using only the earbine, while the
lime of I:Tiﬂ'&dm. s ﬂu:_'l.' nelvinced neross the country, the bapds plaving
the national airs, presented in the sunlight one moving mass of glitter-
ing sabers,  This, combined with the various and bright-coloved ban-
ey | ners and battleflags, intermingled here and there with the plain blue

uniforms of the troops, furnished one of the most inspiring as well as
jillPubil!H’ seenes of martinl grandeur ever wiktnessed Uppon Bt Ledieled.

The Union victory at Opequon came at a time when its
moral effect was most needed in the Xorth, and restored the
fertile Shenandoah valley to the Union armies, after a long
series of humiliating reverses in that granary of the Confed-
eraey.

A month later Custer encountered three brigades of Con-
federate cavalry under Rosser near Tom's Brook Crossing.
Merrit at about the same time struck the eavalry of Lomax
and Johnson on the Valley pike, the Federal line of battle
extending across the Valley, The fighting was desperate on
both sides, being essentially a saber contest. For two hours
charges were given and received in solid masses, boot-to-boot,
the honors being almost equally divided—the Confederates suc-
cessfully holding the eenter while the Federal cavalry pushed
back the flanks,

This I'ilmll:.' weakened the Confederates, and as both their
{230 ]
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GENERAL TORBERT 1IN THE SHENANIMMAN

This photograph, made in the Shenandoah Valley in the fall of 18084, shows Genernl Alfred T, A, Torkert, immaculabely odsd s & saity
umiform;, om the steps of & beautiful vine-clad coltage.  Virginis bomes such as this fared but badly in that temmible October.  The bilack
whame of war n|:h—.|:| aver the valley and rose in the smmoke [rom hisring barns. Grant had sesolved that Shemandoah should no lopges
be nllowed tonct ns & granary for the armics of the Confederacy. Zheridan and his men bad crders ratblesely o destroy sl supplies
thal coild nod b cnreiicd awny., The Confedernle m vnlr_h'i_'ll.l"y' ill_la|||'|'|1'|r|:r Lin his freaf, afid gave s moeh HENGYANCE that on Oeloksr
Hth Eheridan directed Torkerl * to give Rosser s deubhing next morning or get whipped himsell.”  The ssher contest that emsed ol
Tom's Brook was the lnst attempd of the Confederate cnvalry (o reestablish their former supremacy.  The aight of the devastated valley
p.|r;|rrr\-|| ther Saistbern Erostrjiets 1o the fmoal valiail allacks, in -yEI.--:-HIl--ir indericr l|'|||l..i|.lII!rI.|: Apain and again were charges made and
returmed on both sides.  For two howrs the bonors were almest oven, the Confederates holding the conter, while the Federnl oavalry
pu;lhmi back the lanks. ]'vIJIII“:I.' Merritt andd Custer anlersd a |.'|!1.l.r|;'|.' l!-lll'l!: the whole line, amid 6l last the Conlederates lieoke.
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flanks gave way, Merritt and Custer ordered a charge along
their entire line, The retreat of Rosser’s foree beeame a panie-
stricken rout, which continued for twenty-six miles up the
Shenandoah valley. FEleven pieces of artillery, three hundred
and thirty prisoners, ambulances, caissons, and even the
headquarters’ wagons of the Confederate commanders were
captured by the Federal troops.

Early ascribed his defeat to Sheridan's superiority in
numbers and equipment, and to the fact that Lomax’s cavalry
was armed entirely with rifles and had no sabers; that as a con-
sequence they eould not fight on horseback, and in open coun-
try could not successfully fight on foot with large bodies of
well-trained eavalry.

In the brilliant part taken by Sheridan's cavalry in re-
trieving the misfortunes of the morning of October 19, 1864,
when the Union camp at Cedar Creek was surprised and
routed—with * Sheridan only twenty miles away "—resulting
in the final defeat and pursuit of the Confederate army, the
Federal cavalry alone captured 45 pieces of artillery, 32 cais-
S00s, i ﬂ[‘]'l'l_:l' l.l.'IIH'I'lI'IH.| Gy Ili"i?«i-[]lH!'l"H.. H.!'Il'l B CIHOATIINONL S lilillrl"
tity of other property.

This battle, which Sheridan’s magnetic presence turned
into a great vietory, was followed by a number of small but
highly successful cavalry movements, culminating on March
27, 1865, in Sheridan’s veteran cavalry corps joining the Army
of the Potomae in front of Petersburg for the final campaign
against Lee.

In the Valley campaign Sheridan’s cavalry captured
2556 prisoners, 71 guns, 29 battle-flags, 52 eaissons, 105 army
wagons, 2557 horses, 1000 horse equipments, and 7152 beef cat-
tle. It destroyed, among other things, 420,742 bushels of
wheat, T80 barns, and over 700,000 rounds of ammunition.

Meanwhile, during the years of vicissitudes which
marked the evolution of the cavalry of the East, from a mul-

titude of weak detachments lacking organization, equipment,
[ese]
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CAVALRY THAT CLOSED IN ON RICHMOXNIY

While Shendan’s troopers were distinguishing themselves in the Shenandoah, the cavaley of the Army of
the James, which was closing around Richmond, were doing their part.  Thiz photograph shows the Fifth
Pennsylvanin Cavalry, or " Cameron Deagoons,” part of the second brigade, in winter-qguarters, It was
taken in the fall of 18684, on the seene of the enpagement st Fair Oaks and Darbytown Road, October 20th
of that year. Brigadier-General August V. Kootz had led them on a raid on the Petersburg and Weldon
Railroad May 5th to 11th, and on the Richmond and Danville Esilroad May 12th to 17th. On June Sth
they went to Petersburg and remained there during the siege aperations until the Southern (_"Jl.pitul. fell,
During all this time they reversed the situation of the early part of the war, and incessantly harassed the
Army of Northern YVirginia by constant raids, cutting its communicstions, and attocking its supply trains.
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and training to a veteran army, filled with confidence in itself
and in its commanders, the cavalry of the West had been
equally unfortunate in its slow and disconraging development
of fighting efficiency.

Under General Rosecrans, as early as 1862, the cavalry
of the Army of the Cumberland was organized into three brig-
\ ades under General David 5. Stanley, but the mounte:d force
AR R | actually at the disposal of its commander was but four thou-
A\ | sand effective men.  Although actively engaged, particularly
i in eurbing the depredations of the Confederate eavalry under
Forrest, its operations were not especially important. Never-
theless, at Stone’s River, at Knoxville, at Chickamauga, and
at other important battles, the eavalry of the West did des-
perate fighting and, considering its numbers, was not lacking
i efficiency.

The eavalry which General Sherman assembled for his
Atlanta campaign numbered about fifteen thousand sabers,
organized into four divisions, and it participated with credit in
all the celebrated movements and engagements of Sherman's
army between May and August, 1864,  Protecting the rear
and preventing the destruetion of the Nashville and Chatta-
nooga Railroad by Wheeler's enterprising cavalry, some Union
cavalry under Roussean remained at Deeatur until by a rapid
aned cireuitous mareh aroundd Johnston’s Confederate army, in
which he destroved immense quantities of stores and damaged
several railroads, Roussean Joined Sherman near Atlanta.
After the fall of the latter eity, a cavalry division of over five
thousand men under Kilpatrick, accompanied Sherman on his
famous march to the sea.

U to this time the activities of the Union eavalry in the
Southwest, while noted for boldness and eelerity of movement,
for enduranee, and for accomplishment of results, though ham-
pered by many drawbacks, were not vet distinguished by any
of those great cavalry combats which marked the development
of the cavalry of the Army of the Potomae,
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RICHMOMD AT LAST—APRIL, 1865

There is no need now for the troopers” carbines which can b seen projecting beside their saddbes just ws
the cavaley pode ints Richmomd., The smoke still rsing from the oitv's ming seems to be the last great
shuddering =igh of the Confederacy. The sight of the stark, blackened walls rizing around them in the
noonday sun brings but little jov to the hearts of the troopers,  These ruined piles of brick and moriar
are the homes of their brothers who fought n good fight. A few davs from now, in the fullness of iheir
hizarts, the Union ssldiers will be cheering their erstwhile foes at Appomattox.  One more covaley exploit,
Uhe eaplure of Lae’s provision trains by Sheridan, which Grant in his delicacy did ot reveal bo the stricken

commander, and the eavales operstions are over. Homses and men go back to the pursuits of peace,
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Towards the close of Oectober, 1864, however, (General
James H. Wilson, who had commanded a cavalry division in
Sheridan’s Army of the Shenandoah, and who had been
instrumental in raising the efficiency of the cavalry serviee
through the Cavalry Bureau, reported to Sherman, in Ala-
bama, and began a thorough reorganization, a remounting
and re-equipping of the cavalry corps of Sherman's army.

Wilson's cavalry corps speedily made itself felt as an in-
tegral part of the army, taking a prominent part in the battle
of Franklin, scoring a decisive victory over Forrest's cavalry
under Chalmers, and pressing the foe so closely that the Con-
federate troopers were actually driven into the Harpeth River.
This decisive action of the Union eavalry prevented Forrest
from turning Schofield’s left flank and cutting his line of retreat.

In the battle of Xashville, which followed {December 15-
16, 1864), Wilson's dismounted cavalry gallantly stormed the
strong Confederate earthworks side by side with their eom-
rades of the infantry.  General Thomas mentions the part
taken by this eavalry as follows:

Whilst shightly swinging to the left, [the cavalry ] cnme upsn n re-
iloubt containing four guns, which was splendidly earried by nssault, at
1 oy |:'|-_'|.' a porbion of Habel's division, dismounted, and the -|‘.11.|:|lllh-{|.
guns turned upon the enemy. A sceond redoubt, stronger than the first,
wins next assailed and earried by the same troops that carried the first
prosikion, ‘tulﬂfug four more guns and about threee Bl red Priscaers,
The infantry, MeArthur's division, on the left of the cavalry, . . . par-
tieipuited i both of the assaults; and, indesd, the dismounted cnvalry
seemed to vie with the infantry who should first gain the works ; as they
reached the position nearly simultancously, hoth lay claim to the artil-
]r.'l‘_'p' ad prisoners captured,

But the gallant part taken by Wilson's eavalry in these
operations is best exemplified by the spoils of war. During
and after the battle of Nashville, and including prisoners taken
in the hospitals at Franklin, the Union ecavalry captured 2
strong redoubts, 32 field guns, 11 caissons, 12 colors, 3232
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THE FEDERAL CAVALRY AND THEIR REWARD—MAY, 1563

Shoulders squared, aceouterments shining, all of the troops in perfect alipnment, a unified, splendidly
equuipped and dizeiplined body, the Federal cavaley marched up Pennsylvanin Avense on that glorious sun-
shiny day in May when the Union armies held their prand review in Washington. What a change from
the long night nides and the termble moments of the crashing charge was this holiday parade, when not o
trooper thought of sleeping in the saddle which had often proved his only bed. The battles are over now.
Mever agnin will their ears be fven by the agonized shriek of & wounded horse, zatd by many a cavalryman
1o b the most horrible sound in the Beld of battle, Never again will they bend over the silent body of a
wounded friend. Men die more quietly than their mounts.  This is an arm of the service that proved itself,
From early disappointments and disasters, and dissipation of energy in useless details, it emerged a won-
derfully effective fighting foree that did much to hesten the surrender of the exhausted Confederncy.
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prisoners (including 1 general officer), 1 bridge train of 80
pontoans, and 125 wagons. Its own losses were 122 officers
and men killed, 1 field-gun, 521 wounded, and 259 missing.

The following spring, while Wilson and his horsemen
were sapping the very life blood of the Confederacy, Sheridan
and his cavalry of the Army of the Potomac had been playing
a most important part in the grand operations of that remark-
able army, now under the direction of the inexorable Grant.

After joining Grant in front of Petersburg on March
27, 1863, Sheridan received instruetion from his chief to move
with his three cavalry divisions of nine thousand men near or
through Dinwiddie, reaching the right and rear of the Confed-
ernte army, without attempting to attack the Confederates in
position.  Should the latter remain entrenched, Sheridan was
to destroy the Danville and South Side railroads, Lee's only
avenues of supply: and then either return to the Army of the
Potomae, or to join Sherman in North Carolina. History
shows that two of the Confederate infantry divisions and all
of Lee's cavalry failed to push back five brigades of Sheri-
dan's cavalry, fighting dismounted, in an effort to cut off the
Confederate retreat.

In the desperate fighting which took place in the days fol-
lowing, it was the same splendid cavalry at Five Forks, which
dashed dismounted over the Southern entrenchments, carrying
all-before them.

And finally, on April 6th, at Sailor’s Creek, after desper-
ate and exhausting fighting by Custer's and Devin's divisions,
it was Crook with his cavalry which intercepted the Confederate
line of retreat, cut off three of Lee’s hard-pressed infantry
divisions, and made possible the surrender at Appomattox of
the gallant but exhausted Army of Northern Virginia.




CHAPTER
TEN

CAVALRY LEADERS
NORTH AND SOUTH

CUSTER ANL HES IMMi
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SOME CAVALRY LEADERS

By Treo. 1. RopExpouaH
Hrigmulier-General, United States Army ( Relired )

0 war of modern times has produced so many able cav-
alry leaders as the so-called * War of Secession.” Sher-

idan, Stuart, Buford, Gregg, Wilson, Merritt, “ Fitz ™ Lee,
Pleasonton, Hampton, Lomax, Butler, Wheeler, Custer, For-
rest, Grierson, Morgan, Kilpatrick, and others, have written
their names on the roll of fame in letters of fire alongside those
of Seydlits and Ziethen of the Old World., OFf the group men-
tioned who have * crossed the river” a few pen portraits by
friendly hands, and true to the life, are here presented.®

GENERAL SHERIDAN T

The general 1s short in stature—below the medinm-—with
nothing superfluous about him, square shouldered, muscular,
wiry to the last degree, and as nearly insensible to hardship and
futigae as is consistent with humanity.

His face is very much tanned by exposure, but is lighted
up by uncommonly keen eves, which would stamp him any-
where as a man of quickness and foree, while its whole charac-
ter would betray him to be a soldier, with its firm chin, high
cheek bones, and crisp mustache.

He is exacting on duty and hard on delinquents, and his
ideas of duty are peculiar, as evineed by the fact that he has

* More or less personal sketches of famous Cavalry leaders will be
found in other chapters of this volume and in the volume to be devoted

to biography,
f With General Sheridan in Lee’s Last Campaign, By o stall officer.
{ Philaulelphia) J, B, Lippincolt & Co., 1864,




Gieneral Sheridan was the leader who relicved the Unéon cavalry
froan waste of cnergy nmid reslored il af arm of the service as
effertive and terrilile to the Confederacy ns the Southern cavalry

had been (o Lthe Nosih st the outsel of Lhe var.

.'".“m'..:-'. M. Y. 1881, amid gradusted st
Wesl Pointin 1853,  In May, 1802, he
wns appointed colonel of the Sl
Michigan Cavalry, and served Inm
poctherm Missksippl.  In July be nas
appointed brigadicr-generml of volun:
feers and diwhingusshed hinsell on
Octodwer th ot the battle of Perry-
villle, He coimmanded a division of
the Army of the Cumberland at
Stone's River, and was appointol
major-general of voluntecrs early in
1289, He Look parl i the parsait
of Gemeral Yas Do aftersvands
awded im the il [l e ol Maschester,

Tennesssw, on Jene 270, and was

He was born at

THE LEADERS

MAJOH-GENERAL PHILLIE HENRY SHERIDAN

EYES
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in the battle of Chickamanga. o the baitlesarcand Chattanoops
he atteacted the attentios of Genernl Grmat. In .'|.|:-|'i|. 1854, lie
was placed in command of the myvalry corps of the Armiy of the Pobo-

mne, and itshallznt t".:||. ks usnler his ||':|||-.—~|||'.|| culminatnd in the

death of General J. E. B. Stusrt st
Yellivwe Taversn, where thie Canfoderates
were defeate]l.  In August, 18064, he
was Haced ih oommand of the Army
ol the Ehennsiloah He dlefeatad
(zenieral Early at Opeguom Creck,
Fislier's Hill, and Ceadar Croek, sl
enptored 5,008 of his men anid seveml
guns. He drove Be d anfoilrrmies Trom
the walley and lawl it waste, Un
¥

e sl 1L be was made hesps-

dier-general, and in November major-
genaea] I J|||I-.'. 18955, he received
the thanks of Congreas for his dis-
tinguished serviers, He  died  nb

Momqaitt, Mass, on Augusi 4, 1888,
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never issued orders of encouragement or congratulations to
his troops before or after campaigns or battles, He has ap-
parently taken it for granted that all under his command
would do as well as they could, and they did so quite as a mat-
ter of course.  And to this soldierly view the troops alwayvs
responded.  Understanding so well what they were fighting
for amd the issues at stake, they would not fight harder to
accomplish results simply for the satisfaction of having them
recounted. . . .

Though always easy of approach, the general has little
to say in busy times, Set teeth and a quick way tell when
things do not go as they ought, and he has a manner on such
occasions that stirs to activity all within sight, for a row seems
brewing that nobody wants to be under when it bursts. Not-
withstanding his handsome reputation for eursing, he is rather
remarkably low-voiced, particularly on the field, where, as
sometimes  happens, almost evervbody  else is  sereaming.
* Damn you, sir, don’t vell at me.” he onee said to an officer
who came galloping up with some bad news, and was roaring
it out above the din of battle.  In such moments the general
leans forward on his horse's neck, and hunehing his shoulders
up to his ears, gives most softly spoken orders in a slow, delib-
erate way, as though there were niches for all the words in his
hearer's memory, and they must be measared very carvefully to
fit exactly, that none of them be lost in the carrving, . . .

The general has a vemarkable eve for topography, not only
in using to the best advantage the peeuliarities of the conntry
through which he is ecampaigning, either for purposes of mareh-
ing, assaults, or defense, but he can foresee with accuracy, by
studyving & map, how far the country will be available for these
Purposes,

He has heen ealled ruthless and eruel beeause, in obedience
to the orders of the officers appointed over him, he was com-
pelled, by the stern necessities of war, to destroy property in
the Shenandoah valley, and to take from the war-ridden people




MAJOR-GENERAL JAMES EWELL BROWN STUART, ©.8 A

In the hut on Gemeral Stusrl’s kiee appears the plome which grew to symbofies the dash and gallantey of the
man kimsell, Plume and hat were caplured, and Stased himsel narronly esvaped, at Verdiersvills, Angust 17,
186, 1 imbend,” he wrote, = to make the Yankees pay for that ol L thes s week bier be caplured
Pope"s personal baggnge and horses, and for many days thereafter the Fedeml general’s uniforms was on exhibition
in & Riehmsond store winidow—a pleluresque and eharacteristic peprisal.  Bomn in Vingnks in 1533, Stuart grad-
usbod ol the United States Military Aeademy b 1858, He saw sorvioe on the Texas frontier, in Knnsas, nmil
against the rh"‘?’"‘"“" Imlians before the ot leeak af the war. On _-'|||,||-i|. 1801, ke rl'ri;u:l! T the Uailed SEales
Army and foined the Confederscy in his native 28ate.  He won distinction ot Bull Bun, and also the mnk of
brigndier-general.  Stiaart rode twiee asousd the Army of the Polomae when MeClellan was in consmand, and
played a conspicuous part in the Seven Days befors Rickmend. AL the second Bull Bum, st Antictam, by g
destructive raid into Pennsylvania, ot Fredericksburg, and at Chancellorsville Stuart added to bis lureds.  He
was oo late for anything cxoepl the last day of Gettyebusrg, whese the strengthened Union cavaley proved his
msteh. e died at Yellow Tavern May 12, 1804, from s wound received in a pitched batile with Sheridan’s cavalry,
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there what their friends had left them of supplies for man
and beast. As he rode down the Martinsburg pike in his four-
horse wagon, heels on the front seat. and smoking a cigar, while
behind him his cavalry was destroying the provender that eould
not be carried away, the inhabitants of the Valley doubtless
regarded him as history regards the emperor who fiddled while
Rome was burning, and would not now believe, what is the
simple truth, that this destruction was distasteful to him, and
that he was moved by the distress he was obliged to multiply
upon these unfortunate people, whose evil fate had left them
in the ruinous track of war so long. But the Shenandoah
valley was the well-worn pathway of invasion, and it became
necessary that this long avenue leading to our homes should
be stripped of the sustenance that rendered it possible to subsist
an army there.

GENERAL STUART

Stuart was undoubtedly the most brilliant and widely
known sabrewr of his time.  The term is used advisedly to de-
scribe the accomplished horseman who, while often fighting dis-
mounted, vet by training and the influence of his environment
was at his best as a leader of mounted men,

Stuart as a cadet at the Military Academy is thus de-
seribed by General Fitshugh Lee:

“ 1 reeall his distinguishing characteristics, which were a
strict attention to his military duties, an ereet, soldierly bear-
ing, an immediate and almost thankful aceeptance of a chal-
lenge to fight from any cadet who might in any way feel him-
self aggrieved, and a clear, metallic ringing voice.”

In the Indian country as a subaltern in the cavalry, hns
commanding officer, Major Simonson, thus wrote of him:

“ Lieutenant Stuart was brave and gallant, always
prompt in the execution of orders, and reckless of danger or
exposure. 1 considered him at that time one of the most
promising young officers in the United States army.”

[206]
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MAJOR-GENERAL JOHN BUFOREY

General Buford was one of the foremost cavalry beaders of the North.  He is ceadited by many with having ebosen
the ficld on which the battle of Gettyshurg was fought. He was borm in 1828 in Wosdford County, Keniucky,
pradlastod ot West Point in 1548, and saw servioe against the Indians. In Movember, 1861, be attained to therank
of major, and in Jully, 1882, he was made brigadier-genernl of volunteers, While in command of & cavalry brigade
in 1802, Buford was wounded in the secomd battle of Bull Bun In MeClellan's Marylamd campaign, at
I."r!.!»:l-.'l'iohnl:-ur-,:. asuld in the h.]liril.l-lr |.—.|'|.'a|:_l,' cgagrienls al 1!|1r.-||_|.' Siatson. he ||L'|._'r.'|] las perh |||||||_l\.'. I
Penpaylvania he displayed remarkable ability nnd opened the battle of Gettysburg before the arrival of Reynolds®
mbantry om July 1sf. The Comtbe de Pariz savs in his " History of the Civil War in Amesiom™: It was Baford
who selected the battlefield where the two armies were about to measuge their strength,”  Alter taking part in the
parsuil of Lee and subsequent operafions in central Virginia, he withdrew on sick lemve in November, 1808,
sl died in “'l'la|li.1'||:'||.m o December 108h, peoeiv ;lluﬂ COATLENERS 300 &8 I|I.'|.E||r-_|jrl|rf:| |:-:||}' ait the :‘ln}' of his death.
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As a Confederate colonel at the first Bull Run battle,
Creneral Early reported:

“ Stuart did as much toward saving the battle of First
Manassas as any subordinate who participated in it; and yet
he has never received any eredit for it, in the official reports
or otherwise. His own report is very brief and indefinite.”

In a letter to President Davis, (zeneral J. E. Johnston
recommended Stuart’s promotion, which was made September
24, 1861 :

* He is & rare man, wonderfully endowed by nature with
the qualities necessary for an officer of light cavalry. Calm,
firm. acute, active, and enterprising, I know of no one more
competent than he to estimate the occurrences before him at
their true value. If you add a real brigade of cavalry to this
army, you can find no better brigadier-general to command it.”

In an aceount of the raid into Pennsylvania (October,
1862 ) Colonel Alexander . MeClure speaks of the behavior
of Stuart’s command in passing through Chambersburg:

* General Stuart sat on his horse in the center of the town,
surrounded by his staff, and his command was coming in from
the country in large squads, leading their old horses and riding
the new ones they had found in the stables hereabouts. Gen-
eral Stuart is of medium size, has a keen eyve, and wears im-
mense sandy whiskers and mustache. His demeanor to our
people was that of a humane soldier. In several instances his
men commeneed tortake private property from stores, but they
were arrested by General Stuart’s provost-guard. In a single
instance only, that I heard of, did they enter a store by intimi-
dating the proprictor, All of our stores and shops were closed,
and with very few execeptions were not disturbed.” *

General John B, Gordon, in his * Reminiscences " relates:

* An incident during the battle of Chancellorsville [illus-
trates] the bounding spirits of that great cavalry leader,
Geeneral “Jeb” Stuart.  After Jackson’s fall, Stuart was

* Compaigns of Stuart's Cavalry.,




LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WADE HAMPTON, C5A,

Gienseral Hnmplon was the beader selected three months after Stuart’s death to command afl of Lee's cavalry.
Althosgh bt had bocome mdly decimatd, Hampton lived ap to Lis repatatbon, and fought efectively (o the
very end of the war,  His lnst command was the envaley in Joheston's ammy, which opposed Sherman's advamee
from Savannah in 1805, MHansplon was boen in Columbia, 8, ©., in 1818 After graduating in law ot the
University of South Carolina, he gave up his time to the management of his exbonsive estabes. AL the out-
break of the war e mised and l“qll.il'l'IH'\-I. frant ks Ilri.vulf- meags the ™ |T|il1.'||'.l'|tl11-.l Legion,” which d5d good ser-
viee throaghout the war, He fought ol the kend of his Legion at Bull Bun and in the Peaimsils compaigs, was
wounded at Fuir aks, and zoon allerward was commbsionesd IIr;'F.-IHI'f—HI"‘fII"ITl!. He served |'|I'i[|i|1l'||::|5.' nit
Giettysbirg, where he was wounided three times_ and was made major-genernl on Augast Sd following, He was
engaged in opposing the advasee of Sheridan toward Lynchbarg in 1884, and showed such high qualities as n
cavalry commamler that he was commissioned eutennst-geners] in August of that vear, asd placed in com-
mand of all of Lee's cavaley. He was Goversorof South Caroding from 1878 to 1575: then United 220tes Senn-
Lor umtsl 1800  He was Unkted Shates Commissaner of Railsoads, 1803 to 1507, His death ooourred in 1902,
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designated to lead Jackson's troops in the final charge, The
soul of this brilliant cavalry commander was as full of senti-
ment as it was of the spirit of self-sacrifice.  He was as musical
as he was brave. He sang as he fought. Placing himself at
the head of Jackson's advaneing lines and shouting to them
' Forward,’ he at once led off in that song, ' Won't vou come
out of the Wilderness? ' He changed the words to suit the
occasion.  Through the dense woodland, blending in strange
harmony with the rattle of rifles, could be distinetly heard
that song and words, * Now, Joe Hooker, won't you come
out of the Wilderness? "™

GENERAL DUFORD ™

But something more than West Point and frontier serviee
was needed to produce a Buford. He was “no sapling chance-
sown by the fountain.” He had had vears of training and ex-
perience in his profession, and although they were precious and
indispensable, they could not have produced the same results
which were realized in him, had it not been for the honorable
deeds of his aneestors and the hereditary traits developed amd
transmitted by them. Such men as Buford are not the fruit
of chance. Springing, as he did, from a sturdy Anglo-Nor-
man family long settled in the * debatable land ™ on the bor-
ders of England and Scotland, he came by the virtues of the
strong hand through inheritance. His kinsmen, as far back
as they can be traced, were stout soldiers, rough fighters, and
hard riders. aceustomed to lives of vicissitude, and holding what
they had under the good old rule, the simple plan, * Those to
take who have the power, and those to keep who can.”  Men of
his name were the counsellors and companions of kings, and
gained renown in the War of the Roses, and in the struggle for

* Major-Gieneral John Buford. By Major-General James . Wilsan,
U. 8 V., Brevet Major-Genereal, U, 5. A, Oration deliversd at Gettys-
barg on July 1, 1805,




MAMB-GENERAL WESLEY MERRITT

Crencrnl Merritt did kis shase fonanl ..|'||:-c'l\.'i|||_' the momsentos gesulis of |-;.II.'_I\.'I-!.||r;; Witk hiss rescrve brigade

of eavaley om the Fedeml beft. be cansed Law to detach s large foree from the Confederate main line in onder bo pro-

tect his Hank and rear.  Mereill served with distipetion t roigghoul Bhe Crvil YWar and later Lhe :"\-il:l:li'\-\.ll-.'l.!'lll'ri'-.l'.

War. He was born in New Yaork City in 1838, graduated at West Foint in 1860, nnd was assigned to the Secoml
[Frapooss.  In .'|.|lri'\iI 1552, he was promoled Lo be caplain,.  He mude with Stonemnn on has Essois Tachienomsd mid
an Apirul amd My, 1568, and was in comnmand of the l'.|l\.'.'\.|'._~' Feaerve al Leelly shigrg, Merritt commnanmided & eavalry
divizion in the Shenandoah Valley enmpaign under Sberidan from Asgust, 18964, to March, 18635, and in the final
Yot r|'|'.||l'.—.||; sefvieo ki Ll H:'.'.ll:-||-.'|||'-":i|'..||. War, snd command-

Hichmond « :|'.'|||l'.iu:1 ithe -c'.n.:l'!r:\. TR
Wi alied Dhecenber 3, 1910,

ing the forees m the |"i|i|i|.':li"|l'l-. b was retised from acfive service in Jume, 1000,
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dominion over France. In the wars between the Stuarts and
the Commonwealth they were “ king's men.” . .,

A distinguished officer of the same arm of the serviee, said
of him that as a captain of dragoons “ he was considered,” in
a regiment famed for its dashing and accomplished officers,
* as the soldier par cveellenee,”  He adds in loving admiration,
that * no man could be more popular or sincerely beloved by
his fellow officers, nor could any officer be more thoroughly
respected by his men, than he was.  His company had no su-
perior in the service.” "The same distinguished officer, writing
after his carcer had closed in death, says, * He was a splendid
cavalry oflicer, and one of the most suceessful in the serviee;
was modest, vet brave; unostentatious, but prompt and perse-
vering: ever ready to go where duty ealled him, and never
shrinking from action however fraught with peril.” . . .

Speaking many vears after of the part taken in this great
day’s work * by Buford's cavalry, General F. A. Walker, in
the " History of the Second Army Corps,” uses the following
language: * When last it was my privilege to see General Han-
cock in November, 18835, he pointed out to me from Cemetery
Hill the position occupied by Buford at this eritieal juncture,
and assured me that among the most inspiring sights of his mil-
itary carcer was the splendid spectacle of that gallant cavalry
as it stood there, unshaken and undaunted, in the face of the
advancing Confederate infantry.”  No higher commendation
for the eavalry ean be found. 1ts services have been generally
minimized, if not entirely ignored, by popular historians, but
no competent eritic ean read the official reports or the Comte
de Paris’ ¥ History of the Civil War in Ameriea ™ without giv-
ing the cavalry the highest praise for its work on this day, and
throughout this campaign. * To Buford was assigned the post
of danger and responsibility. He, and he alone, selected the
ground,” says that trustworthy historian, * upon which unfore-
seen circumstances were about to bring the two armies iato
*The First Day, Gettysburg, July 1, 15635,




MAMR-GENERAL NATHAN BEDFORD PORREST, C5A,

Giemeral Forrest was one of the borm eavalry benaders. Diaring and resoureef i i every sitastion, be aml his lanl-riding
rablers became a sousce of Berror Uheoighonl the Mississippi Valley, e was born near the site of Chspel Hill,
Tennessee, on July 31, 1821, attended school for about sic months, berame a borse and caltle trader, and slave
Erader at ?I.{-nu.'ll‘lil. He cask in bk kot with the l_'r|||l-|;|-||,|;||-|||_—_|.' and entesed the AFY As & ||I"i vale in Jane, 1881,
In duly he organized o battalion of cavalry, of which he beenme lieuienant-colonel.  He cscaped from Forl Doned-
son when it sarrendersd to Grant, asd as brigulier-genemal served in Kentocky under Bmgg. Tranaferred ta
Northern Mississippi in Movember, 1883, Forrest wns musde major-general on Doecember 41h of that year, and
nt the close of the following year was placed in command of all the cavalry with the Army of the Tennessee. Un
January ¥4, 1805, he was put in command of the eavalry in Alabama, Missisippd, and east Loudstana, amid
wis appointed Heulenant-general on February 28th,  He met defeat al the hands of General James H. Wilson st
Selma, Als,, im March, 1865, and surrendered to General Canby st Gainesville the following Moy,  He remaimed
in lusises in Tenoessee antil ke died in 1877—one of the most siriking charmcters developel by the war,
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hostile contact. Neither Meade nor Lee had any knowledge of
it. . . . Buford, who, when he arrived on the evening of [June]
30th, had guessed at one glanee the advantages to be derived
from these positions, did not have time fo give a deseription of
them to Meade and receive his instructions, The unfailing in-
dications to an officer of so much experience, revealed to Buford
the approach of the enemy. Knowing that Reynolds was
within supporting distance of him, he boldly resolved to risk
everything in order to allow the latter time to reach Gettys-
burg in advance of the Confederate army. ‘This first inspira-
tion of a cavalry officer and a true soldier decided, in every
respect, the fate of the campaign. It was Buford who selected
the battlefield where the two armies were about to measure
their strength.”

GENERAL WADE HAMPTON *

Wade Hampton entered the military service of the Con-
federate States as colonel of the Hampton Legion, South
Carolina Volunteers, June 12, 1861, said legion consisting of
eight companies of infantry, four companies of cavalry, and
two companies of artillerv. With the infantry of his com-
mand, Colonel Hampton participated in the first battle of
Bull Run, July 21, 1861, where he was wounded. He bore
a part as a brigade commander in the subsequent battles on
the Peninsula of Vieginia, from the beginning of operations
at Yorktown until the battle of Seven Pines, where he was
again wounded. . . .

I have been often asked if General Hampton was a good
tactician. If in & minor, technical sense, I answer to the best
of my judgment, “ No." 1 doubt if he ever read a technical
ook on tacties. He knew how to maneuver the units of his
command so as to occupy for offensive or defensive action the
strongest points of the battlefield, and that is about all there

* Butler and His Cavalry, 1861-1865. By U. R. Brooks (Columbia

=, ). The State Company, 1904,
[274)
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MAJOR-GENERAL GEORGE ARMSTRONG CUSTER WITH GENERAL PLEASONTON

The beaw sebreur of the Federal service is pietursd here inhis favorite velvet suit, with Greneral Alfred Pleasons
ton, who commanded the cavalry at Gettysburg.  This photogeaph was taken at Warrenton, Va., three
months after that battle, At the time thiz picture was taken, Custer was a brigndier-general in command
of the second brignde of the third division of Generml Pleasonton’s ecovaley,  General Custer's impeluosity
finnlly eost him his own life and the lives of his entire commuond at the lands of the Sioux Indians June
25, 1876, Custer was born in 1839 and graduated at West Poinb in 1861, Az caplain of volunteers he
served with MeClellan on the Peninsula.  In June, 1563, he wis made brigadier-general of volunteers and
a5 the hewd of o brigade of covalry distinguished himzell at Geltyshurg,  Loater he served with Sheridan in
the Shenandoah, won honor al Cedar Creek, and was brevelted major-general of volunteers on Oclober 19,
1864, Under Sheridan he participated in the battles of Five Forks, Dinwiddie Court House, and other
important eavalry engngements of Grant's Insl eampaign.

la—18]



is in tactics. A suceessful strategist has a broader field for the
employment of his military qualities. General Hampton ap-
peared possessed of almost an instinetive topographical talent.
He eonld take in the strong strategic points in the field of
his operations with an accuraecy of judgment that was surpris-
ing to his comrades. Tt was not necessary for him to study
Jomini, Napoleon's ** Campaigns,” and other high authorities
in the art of war. IHe was a law unto himself on such matters.
According to the rules laid down in the books, he would do
the most unmilitary things. He would hunt his antagonist
as he would hunt big game in the forest. The celerity and au-
dacity of his movements against the front, sometimes on the
flank, then again in the rear, kept his enemies in a constant
state of unecertainty and anxiety as to where and when they
might expect him. With his wonderful powers of physical en-
duranee, his alert, vigilant mind, his matehless horsemanship,
no obstacles seemed to baffle his audacity or thwart his purpose,

GENERAL MERRITT *

Merritt was graduated in the class of 1860 at the Military
Academy. He was twenty-four years of age. In scholarship
he was rated at the middle of his class, and in the other sol-
dierly qualities he was near the head. . . .

At the battle of the Opequon { Winchester), on September
19th, his division gave the most effective instance in a hundred
vears of war, of the use of a cavalry division in a pitched battle.
He rode over Breckinridge's infantry and Fitzhugh Lee's cav-
alry and effectually broke the Confederate left. At this time
Sheridan wrote to a friend, © I claim nothing for myself; my
boys Merritt and Custer did it all.”. . .

On the disastrous morning of October 19th, at Cedar

* General Wesley Merritt, By Licutenant-Colonel Eben Swift,
Eighth Cavalry. From the (March, 1911) Journal of the Linited States
Cavalry Association,




MAIOR-GENERAL FITZHUGH LEE, C2A.

A nephew of the South’s greatest commander, General l';l.n].u,;;h Lee did hosar 1o liks lamais flrnit_v. .'|.|r|||H'
the Rappahannock and in the Shenandoah be measured swords with the Federnl covalry, and over thirty
YOnrs Iater b was Im-iing American forces B Cuba, He was bors sl Clesmont, Va,, bn 1555, gracualed at
West Point in 18546, and from May, 1880, antil the outheeak of the Civil War was instructor of evaley st
Weak Point. He resigoed from the United Saies Lpiin amil entered the Coalederate servion i 1881, He
Tought with Stasrt’s cavalry in alosost all of the important engagements of the Army of Northern Vieginia,
firwt as solosed, from J'-II:I-'. 1568, as |ﬂ'iu|l|"rr\-g1lu.ﬂ.-.||. and froen Seplember, 1583, as :||||jn||l.'\-|¢|'||rru| He was
severely wounded st Winchester, on September 19, 1884, snd from Mareh, 1383, until his surrender 1o
Gienernl Mende at Farmville, was in eommaral of all the cavalry of the Army of Northern Virginia, In
1884 he was sent to Cuba by President Cleveland ns consul-general at Havans, and in Moy, 15308, when
war with Spain ssemed inevitable, was appointed major-general of volunteers, and placed in command of the
Seventh Ay Corpa. He relumed to Hovans ss Military Governor in Janoaey, 1598, He died in 1005
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Creek, Merritt's division blocked the way of Gordon’s vietori-
onsg Confederates, held its position north of Middletown all
day, without assistance, then charged and, crossing the stream
below the bridge, joined Custer in the pursuit to Fisher's Hill.
In that campaign Merritt's division captured fourteen battle-
flags, twenty-nine pieces of artillery, and more than three
thousand prisoners. . . .

Merritt at his high !]l‘i[l]l.'. was the embodiment of foree,
He was one of those rarve men whose faculties are sharpened and
whose view is cleared on the battlefield. His decisions were
delivered with the rapidity of thought and were as clear as if
they had been studied for weeks, He always said that he never
found that his first judgment gained by time and reflection.
In him a fiery soul was held in thrall to will. Never disturbed
by doubt, or moved by fear, neither circumspect nor rash, he
never missed an opportunity or made a mistake,

These were the qualities that recommended him to the
confidence of that commander whose ideals were higher and
more exacting than any other in our history. T'o his troops he
was always a leader who commanded their confidence by his
brave appearance, and his ealmness in action, while his eonstant
thoughtfulness and eare inspired a devotion that was felt for
few leaders of his rank.

GENERAL FORREST *

When the war broke out, Forrest was in the prime of hs
mental and physical powers.  Over six feet in stature, of pow-
erful frame, amd of great activity and daring, with a personal
prowess proved in many fierce encounters, he was a king among
the bravest men of his time and country.  He was among the
first to volunteer when war broke out, and it was a matter of

* Recollections of o Virginien in the Mexican, Indinn, wod Civil Wars.
By General Dabney Herndon Maury, (New York) Charles Seribner’s
Sonx, 1594,




LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JOSEPH WHEELER, CRA,

Commanider of Confederale foroes in more than 8 humsdred cavalry hattles, Geneeal Wheeber well deserved the
tribwite of his erstwhile apponent. Genesal Sherman, wha anee sald: * In the evenl of war with o foreign eoaniry,
Joe Wheeler is the man 1o eummansd the .L.'l.u,lr:r of our army.” He was bora in 1835, and graduated sl Wl
Foint in 1858, He served in the regular army ustill Apel, 16581, then eaterod the Confedirate service,  He com-
mnaesdsl o Brigaade of imland ry sl Shiloh 1 _{m—il_ 180%. and later 1m the vear was tramilerred Lo the cavalry. He
founght under Bragg in Kentucky al Perryville and in other engagensents, and eovered the retreal of Bragg's army
tathesouthward. In lu‘.'||'_'|.r:r. 1803, he was comnmissioned T J .r-g;qnl-'r.;,| In the l':ll;|'||.1.||-|H|H:| |-.|r'npai;:n~ Whecher
showed himself a brave and skilful officer. e hapassed Sherman's fank during the march 1o Atlanta, and in
Amgnisl, 1884, led n successlul mald I Sherman's rear as Tar narth a3 the Hﬂ||.1|l'.|n._ll biwe, In Felouary, 1505, ler
wns commissicned Brilenant-genemal, and continued in commanal of the ravalry in Johnston's army sistil its sur-
retuler, He served as & major-gencral Bn the Spanish-Amedican War,  He dlied in Brocklyn, Janoary 25, 1904,
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course that he should be the commander of the troops who
flocked to his standard. From the very outset he evineed his
extraordinary eapacity for war, and in his long career of great
achievement no defeat or failure was ever charged to him. . . .

When Forrest, with about twelve hundred men, set out
in pursuit of Streight, he was more than a day behind him.
Streight had several hundred more men in the saddle than For-
rest, and being far in advance could replace a broken-down
horse by a fresh one from the farms throngh which his route
lay, while Forrest, when he lost a horse, lost a soldier, too;
for no good horses were left for him. After a hot pursuit of
five days and nights, during which he had lost two-thirds of
his forces from broken-down horses, he overhauled his enemy
and brought him to a parley. This conference took place in
sight of a eut-off in the mountain road, Captain Morton and
his horse artillery, which had been so long with Forrest, pass-
ing in sight along the road till they came to the cut-off, into
which they would turn, reentering the road out of view, so that
it seemed that a continuous stream of artillery was passing
by. Forrest had so arranged that he stood with his back to the
guns while Streight was facing them.

Forrest, in his characteristic way, deseribed the seene to
me.  He said, * I seen him all the time he was talking, looking
over my shoulder and counting the guns. Presently he said:
* Name of GGod! How many guns have vou got?! There's fif-
teen I've eounted already!’ Turning my head that way, I
said, * I reckon that's all that has kept up.” Then he said, * I
won't surrender till you tell me how many men you've got)’
I said, * I've got enough to whip you out of your boots.” To
which he said, * I won't surrender.” 1 turned to my bugler and
said, ¢ Sound to mount!® Then he eried out * I'll surrender! ’
[ told him, * Stack your arms right along there, Colonel, and
march your men away down that hollow.”

“When this was done,” continued Forrest, “ I ordered
my men to come forward and take possession of the arms.
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This brilliant cavalryman’s demonstration of 18683 against Selma and Tusealoosa, Alabama, in aid of General

Canby s operations against Mobile and the center of the State, waus one of the greatest cavalry raids in the
West. General Wilson was born in 1837, near Shawneetown, Illinois, and graduated at West Point in 1860,
He was pide-de-camp to General MeClellan on the Peninsula, and served in the engineering corps in the West
until after Vicksburg and Chattanoogn, when he wasz made brigadier-general of volunteers in October, 1863,
In February, 1864, he was put in charge of the eovaley burean at Washington, and later commanded the
Third Division of Sheridan's reorpanized cavaley.  Oetober 5, 1864, he was brevetted major-general of valun-
beers for ** gallant and meritorions services ™ during the war, and on the 24th of that month he was prat 1m enm-
mand of the cavalry corps of the Military Division of the Mississippi.  He took part in the battles of Franklin
and Nashville, and in March, 1865, made his famous Selmo raid, In bwentsesight dovs Wilson lad caplured
288 puns and 6280 prisoners, including Jefferson Davis.  Five large iron works, three factories, numerous
mills and immense quantities of supplies had been destroyed. As a reward for these services, he was made
major-general of volunteers on April 20, 1865,  General Wilson later served with distinetion in the Spanish
Ameriean War, and was alzo in command of the British and American troops in the siege at Pekin, China,
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When Streight saw they were barely four hundred, he did rear!
demanded to have his arms back and that we should fight it
out. 1 just laughed at him and patted him on the shoulder,
and said, * Ah, Colonel, all is fair in love and war, vou
know," ™, . .

Forrest knew nothing about tactics—could not drill a
company. When first ordered to have his brigade ready for
review, he was quite ignorant, but Armstrong told him what
commands to give, and what to do with himself. . . .

Forrest will always stand as the great exponent of the
power of the mounted riflemen to fight with the revolver when
mounted and with the rifle on foot. His troops were not
dragoons * who fought indifferently on foot or horseback,”
nor were they cavalry who fought only mounted and with
sabers. Few of his command ever bore sabers, save some of
his officers, who wore them as a badge of rank. None of For-
rest’s men could use the saber.  He himself had no knowledge
of its use, but he would encounter half a dozen expert sabrenrs
with his revolver.

GENERAL €USTER *

It was here ( Hanover, Pennsylvania, June, 1863) that the
brigade first saw Custer.,  As the men of the Sixth, armed with
their Spencer rifles, were deploving forward across the railroad
into a wheat-field beyond, 1 heard a voice new to me, directly
in rear of the portion of the line where T was, giving directions
for the movement, in clear, resonant tones, and in a calm, con-
fident manner, at onee resolute and reassuring. Looking back
to see whenee it came, my eves were instantly riveted upon a
figure only a few feet distant, whose appearance amazed, if
it did not for the moment amuse me. It was he who was giving
the orders, At first, I thought he might be a staff-officer, con-
veving the commands of his chief. But it was at onee apparent

* Personal Recollections of a Cavalryman, By J, H, Kidd, formerly
Colonel, Sixth Michigan Cavaley.  {Ionia, Mich) Sentinel Printing Co.
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MAJOR HENRY GILMOR,
C2.A.

Major Cnlmor was born in Baltimore County,
Maryland, in 1838, He entersd the Confed-
erabe army at the outbreak of the Civil War,
and was commissioned captain in 1862, In
1862-8% he was El:n||:r:~'-||:|w-ci for fve months
in Fort McHenry, at Baltimore, and in the
latter year he mised a cavalry battalion, of
which e was made major. Subsequently e
commanded the First Confederate Regiment
of Marvland, and in 1864 headed the advance
of the forces of General Jubal A, BEardy into
that State, and, being familinr with the
country, made a suecessful rodd north of
Baltimore. He captured Frederick, Md., and
ereated great alarm by his daring exploit so
far north of the customary battlefieldz.  In
1574 he became police commissioner of his
native city, He died in 18583,

BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN R.
CHAMBLISS, C5.A.

Greneral Johin B Chamblizs was o Conlederate
cavalry leader who distinguished himself at
Gettysburg. At Brandy Station, June 9, 1563,
W. H. ¥, Lee had been wounded, and Colonel
Chambliss had taken command of his brigade,
O the might of June 24th Stuart left Rolbert-
savn’s aund Jowes” brigades to guard the passes of
the Blue Ridge and started o move round (e
Army of the Potomae with the forees of Hamp-
ton, Fitzhugh Lee, and Chambliss, intending
ter pass between i and Centerville mto Mary-
land and =0 rejoin Lee. The movements of
the army foreed lim oul of his way, so on the
morning of the 30th he moved acmess country
to Hanowver, Chambliss in front and Hampton
i b renr with Fitzhugh Lee well out on the
flank. Chamblizs attacked Kilpateick at Han-
over about 10 4., but was driven out before

Hamplon or Lee could come to lis support,
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that he was giving orders, not transmitting them, and that he
was in command of the line.,

Looking at lim closely, this is what I saw: An officer,
superbly mounted, who sat his charger as if to the manner
born.  Tall, lithe, active, muscular, straight as an Indian and as
quick in his movements, he had the fair complexion of a school-
girl. He was clad in a suit of black velvet, elaborately trimmed
with gold lace, which ran down the outer seams of his trousers,
and almost covered the sleeves of his cavalry jacket, The wide
collar of a navy-blue shirt was turned down over the collar of
his velvet jacket, and a necktie of brilliant erimson was tied in
a graceful knot at the throat, the long ends falling carelessly in
front. The double rows of buttons on his breast were arranged
in groups of twos, indicating the rank of brigadier-general.
A soft black hat with wide brim adorned with a gilt cord, and
rosette encireling a silver star, was worn turned down on one
sice, giving him a rakish air. His golden hair fell in graceful
luxuriance nearly or quite to his shoulder, and his upper lip
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- e Iy was garnished with a blonde mustache, A sword and belt, gilt
r\? spurs and top-boots completed his unique outfit.

:h'-__ = A keen eve would have been slow to detect in that rider
T with the flowing locks and gaudy tie, in his dvess of velvet and

;?ﬁfli of gold, the master-spirit that he proved to be. That garb,

fantastic as at first sight it appeared to be, was to be the dis-
tinguishing mark which, during all the remaining years of the
war, like the white plume of Henry of Navarre, was to show
us where, in the thickest of the fight, we were to seek our leader
—for, where danger was, where swords were to cross, where
Greek met Greek, there he was, always. Brave, but not reck-
less; self-confident, yet modest; ambitious, but regulating his
comduct at all times by a high sense of honor and duty; eager
for laurels, but scorning to wear them unworthily; ready and
willing to act, but regardful of human life; quick in emergen-
cies, cool and self-possessed, his courage was of the highest

moral type, his perceptions were intuitions.
[#54]
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MAJOR-GENERAL HUGH JUDSON KILPATRICKE

This daring envalry leader was horn im 1856 near Deckertown, XNew Jerser, and
graduated al Wesd Point i 1801, He entersd the Fedeml service as caplain in the
Filth Xew York Volunteers, prnermally known as Dhirvea’s Zoosves, He wna
wounided af Big Bethel, Jume 1k 1561, and on Ssptember #3515 be beenmee liealenast-
el of the Secand New York Covalry,  In the secomd hattle of Baoll Bun, and
an the left at Gettysburg. e seeved with conspliewoss gallaniry.  Tn Deormber,
1862, he was promaled bo be eolonel, and in June, 1868, to be boagadier-general of
volunteers while he reecived the Brevet of major and lieutenant-colonsd in the
Hegular Army  for repoated gallanicy In Afarch, 18848, he made his oele
brated Hichenomsd eid and in .'|'||I.1-| .ut'uuutull;lﬂ Sherman n Bns Bvasion of
Georgin.  He was woundded st Resases, and st the close of the wir he was brovetied
brgadlier-gemeral im the Regular Army for * gallant and memlorsous services in the
capbure of Fayettevilbe, Morth Caroling,” and major-general for his servioes daring
the enmgpaign under Sherman in the Carclines.  In June, 1885 be obiained the
regalar mek of major-gemeral of volunteers, He disd al Santiage in Docember, 15491,
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GENERAL FITEHUGH LEE®

Major-General Fitzhugh Lee, or * Our Fitz ™ as he was
affectionately called by his old comrades, won high distinetion
as a cavalryman in the Army of Northern Virginia, and sinee
the war won higher distinetion as a citizen.

After serving for a year at Carlisle Barracks as cavalry
instructor of raw recruits, he reported to his regiment on the
frontier of Texas, and was greatly distinguished in several
fights for gallantry. In a fight with the Comanches, May
13, 1859, he was so severely wounded, being pierced through
the lungs by an arrow, that the surgeons despaired of his life
{especially as he had to be borne two hundred miles across the
praivie in a horse litter), but he recovered and rejoined his
command, and led a part of his company in January, 1860,
in a very notable and successful fight with the Indians, in
whieh he greatly distinguished himself in a single combat with
a powerful Indian ehief. . . .

In the campaign against Pope, and the Maryland Cam-
paign (1862) his cavalry rendered most important service, of
which General R. F. Lee said in lus official report: * Its vigi-
lance, activity, and courage were conspicuous; and to its assist-
ance is due in a great measure some of the most important and
delicate operations of the campaign.” . . .

When Hampton was sent south, Lee was put in command
of the entire cavalry corps of the Army of Northern Virginia,
and only the break-up at Richmond prevented him from re-
eciving his merited commission as lieutenant-general, which
had been decided on by the Confederate President. . . .

When the war with Spain broke out he was made major-
general of volunteers, and put in command of troops destined
to capture Havana. After the elose of the war he was kept

* Thirty-sixth Annual Reunion of the Associntion of the Graduates
of the United States Military Academy, at West Point, New York, June




MAJOR-GENERAL GEORGE
ETONEMAN

Genernl Stoneman was born at Basti, Cha-
tagua County, M. Y., in 1822, and praduated
at West Point in 1848,  Following some servies
in West Virginin in the eary part of the war,
he was appoinbed chief of cavalry in the
Army af the Potomace,  After the evacunbion
of Yorktown, he overtook the Confederate
troops and brought en the battle of Willinms-
burgh in May, 18062, On November 15, 1862,
he was made commander of the Third Army
Corps. which he led st Fredericksburg on
December 13, 1862,  During Hooker's Chan-
cellorsville eampuign he bed a0 eavaley id
toward Richmond. Inm April, 1864, he was
made commander of o cavaley eorps in the Army
of the (i, and in the Atlanta campaign under-
took o raid against Macon and Andersonville.

For thres months he was n prizoner,

MAMB-GENERAL LOVELL HARRISON
ROUSSEAU

General Roussenn was born in Stanford, Lin-
coln County, Ky., in 1818. He fought in the
Mexican War, distinguished himsell at Tuena
Vista, and later settled in Louisville, In 1860
he raised the Fifth Kentueky regiment, of
which he was made colonel, and in 1881 he
was made brigadier-peneral. He served with
great credit at Shiloh, and was made major-
genern]l of volunbeers for gallant conduet at
Perryville,. He commanded the Fifth DNivision
of the Army of the Cumberand at Stone
River and st Chickamauga, and in 1864 made
g eavaley raid into Alabama.  Inthe Nashville
eampaign he had command of Fort Rosecrans
wunder Genernl Thomas, and did s shoare in

achieving the notable reauilta of thal battle,
At the time of his death in 1869 he was

commander of the Department of the Gulf,
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for a time in Cuba as Commander of the District of Havana,
4 and was made brigadier-general in the regular army, where
) he served with distinction until he was retired.

GENERAL WHEELER

One of the most versalile soldiers of the Civil War was
Joseph Wheeler, Lientenant-General, C. 5. A., Brigadier-
General, UL 8. A, and in the opinion of General R. E. Lee one
of ** the two ablest cavalry officers which the war developed.”

President Davis said that General Wheeler displayved “ a
dash and activity, vigilance and consummate skill, which justly
entitled him to a prominent place on the roll of great cavalry
leaders. By his indomitable energy be was able to keep the
Government and commanders of our troops advised of the ene-
my's movements and by preventing foraging parties from leav-
ing the main body, he saved from spoliation all but a narrow
tract of country, and from the torch millions worth of prop-
erty which would otherwise have certainly been consumed.”

One of his biographers (Hev. E. 8. Buford) states that:
* General Wheeler has commanded in more than a hundred
battles, many of which, considering the numbers engaged, were
the most severe recorded in the history of eavalry. Always in
the front of battle, he was wounded three times, sixteen horses
were shot under him, eight of his staff-officers were killed and
thirty-two wounded.”

At the outbreak of the war with Spain, Wheeler was ap-
pointed a major-general, U. 5. V., and during the short but
sharp eampaign in Cuba, displayed the same energy and abil-
ity which had distinguished him in a greater conflict. In 1899
he was ordered to the Philippines, serving there until June,
1900, when he was commissioned brigadier-general, U. 5. A,
and in September of the same year was retired from active
service. His old opponent, General Sherman, paid this tribute
to his worth: ** In the event of war with a foreign country,

*Joe” Wheeler is the man to command the eavalry of our army.”
[e8s]
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THREE CHARGERS THAT BORE A NATION'S DESTINY

Theze three horsex con fairly be sadd to have borne o nation’s destiny wpon their backs., They are the
monints wsed by General Gormnt in hig final gigantic caompaign that resulted in the outwearing of the Con-
federacy. When photographed in June, 1864, they were “in the field” with the General-in-Chief, after
the ghestly battle of Cold Harbor, and before the crossing of the James River that sealed the fate of Lee's
army. Un the lefe i " Eaypt,” Frr\e'xl.'l:ltﬁi to Geant by admirers in Ilineis, and nomed {for the distrct in



IN THE FIELD WITH GENEHAL GRANT

which he was bred.  The horse in the center, fully caparsoned, = “Cincinnats,” also a present from a gen-
tleman in 51 Louis, who on his death-bed sent for Grant and presented him with “the finest horse in the
world,”  The little black pony to the right is " Jell Davia,” captored i a eavaley caid on the plantation of
Joe Davis, brother of the Confederate President, near Vickshurg, “Jeff Davizs™ looks imdifferent, but
“Cincinnnti " and " Egept ™ have pricked up theie earz, Perhaps they were looking at Geneenl Gennt.
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WAR-HORSES

By Turo, ¥. RopExnoven
Briradier-Caeneral, Uwitesd States Aoy § Nelived )

HE battle chargers of the general officers of the Confed-

erate and Federal armies during the American Civil War,
wrote their names upon the serolls of history by their high
grade of sagacity and faithfulness. They carried their masters
upon the tedious march and over the bullet-swept battlefields,
and seemed to realize their importance in the conflict. The
horse of the commanding officer was as well known to the rank
and file as the general himself, and the soldiers were as affee-
tionately attached to the animal as was the master,

GENERAL GRANT'S HORSES

When the Civil War broke out, my father,® General
Grant, was appointed colonel of the Twenty-first Hlinois Yol-
unteer Infantry and on joining the regiment purchased a horse
in Galena, Illinois, This horse, though a strong animal, proved
to be unfitted for the service and, when my father was taking his
regiment from Springfield, Illinois, to Missouri, he encamped
on the Illinois River for several days. During the time they
were there a farmer brought in a horse called * Jack.” This
animal was a eream-colored horse, with black eves, mane and
tail of silver white, his hair gradually becoming darker toward
his feet. He was a noble animal, high spirited, very intelli-
gent and an excellent horse in every way, He was a stallion
and of considerable value. My father used him until after the
battle of Chattanooga (November, 1863}, as an extra horse

*This account was furnished at the author’s request by General

Frederick Dent Grant, T S, A=T. F. R.
L)
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“STONEWALL™ JACKSON'S WAR-HORSE SHORTLY AFTER HIS MASTERS DEATH

The negative of this picture, made in 1863, nol long after the terrible tragedy of General Jackson's death,
wiad destroyed in the great Richmond fire of 186835, The print iz believed Bo be unigue, and here reprodneed
for the first time. Al day long on May 2d of 1863, “0Old Soreel,” as the soldiers called him, had borne
his master on the most successful Aanking march of the war, which ended in the Confederate vietory al
Chancelloraville.  There have not been muny movements in military history so brilliant and decisive in
their effect. At nightfall Jackson mounted “ Paney ™ for the last time, and rode out to reconnoiter.  Gallogs-
ing baek bo avoid the Federal bullets, he and his staff were nuistaken for foes and fired upon by their own men,
Jackson reeled from the saddle inbo the arms of Captain Milburn, severely wounded, The horse bolted

toward the Union lines, bat was reeovered and placed in the stable of Governor John Letcher at Richmond.
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aril for parades and eeremonial oceasions. At the time of the
Sanitary Fair in Chicago (1863 or "64), General Grant gave
him to the fair, where he was raffled off, bringing 54,000 to the
Sanitary Commission,

Soon after my father was made a Dbrigadier-general,
{ August 8, 1861 ), he purchased a pony for me and also another
horse for ficld serviee For himself, At the battle of Belmont
( November 7, 1861), his horse was killed under him and he
took my pony. The pony was quite small and my father, feel-
ing that the commanding general on the field should have a
larger mount, turned the pony over to one of his aides-de-
camp (Captain Hyllier) and mounted the eaptain’s horse,
T'he pony was lost in the battle,

The next horse that my father purchased for field serviee
was a roan called ¥ Fox," a very powerful and spirited animal
and of great endurance. This horse he rode during the siege
and battles around Fort Donelson and also at Shilol.

At the battle of Shiloh the Confederates left on the field
a rawhoned horse, very ugly and apparently good for nothing.
As a joke, the officer who found this animal on the field, sent it
with his compliments, to Colonel Lagow, one of my father's
aidles-de-camp, who always kept a very exeellent mount and
was a man of means, The other officers of the staff “ jollied ™
the colonel about this gift. When my father saw him, he told
the colonel that the animal was a thoroughbred and a valuable
mount and that if he, Lagow, did not wish to keep the horse
he would be glad to have him. Because of his appearance he
was named * Kangaroo,” and after a short period of rest and
feeding and eare he turned out to be a magnificent animal and
was used by my father during the Vicksburg campaign.

In this eampaign, General Grant had two other horses,
both of them very handsome, one of which he gave away and
the other he used until late in the war. During the eampaign
and siege of Vieksburg, a cavalry raid or scouting party ar-
rived at Joe Davis’ plantation (the brother of Jefferson Davis,
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MEADES BATTLE-SCARRED MOUNT THREE MONTHS AFTER GETTYSBURG

"Baldy " was the horse that carried General George G, Meade from Seplember, 1861, to the end of the war,
except when “absent on sick leave,” His war record is remarkable for the number of wounds from which he
recovered, reporting for duty each time he was convalescent.  He was wounded twice at the first battle of
Bull Bun, before he came into General Meade's possession.  Left on the feld for dead at Antietam, he was
later discovered quietly grazing, with o deep wound in his neck.  Again, at Gettyshurg, a bullet lodged
between his ribs and rendersd him unable to earry hiz owner again until after Appomntiox, " Baldy™ was
n bright hay horse, with white face and feet. This bullet-scarred veteran followed General Meade's hearse to
his last resting-place in 1872, and survived him by a decade.  The photograph was taken in October, 1863,
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President of the Confederaey ) and there eaptured a black pony
which was brought to the rear of the city and presented to me,
The animal was worn out when it reached headguarters but was
a very easy riding horse and I used him once or twice, With
care he began to pick up and soon carried himself in fine shape.

At that time my father was suffering with a carbuncle
and his horse being restless caused him a great deal of pan.
It was necessary for General Grant to visit the lines frequently
and one day he took this pony for that purpose. The gait of
the pony was so delightful that he directed that he be turned
over to the quartermaster as a captured horse and a board of
officers be convened to appraise the animal. This was done
and my father purchased the animal and kept him until he
died, which was long after the Civil War. This pony was
known as * Jeff Davis.”

After the battle of Chattanooga, General Grant went to
St. Louis, where I was at the time, eritically ill from dysentery
contracted during the siege of Vicksburg., During the time of
his visit to the city he received a letter from a gentleman who
signed his name “S. 5. Grant,” the initials being the same as ;
those of a brother of my father’s, who had died in the summer "35
of 1861. 5. S. Grant wrote to the effect that he was very de-
sirous of seeing General Grant but that he was ill and confined
to his room at the Lindell Hotel and begged him to eall, as he ;ﬁ.
had something important to say which my father might be
gratified to hear,

The name exeited my father’s euriosity and he ealled at
the hotel to meet the gentleman who told him that he had, he
thought, the finest horse in the world, and knowing (eneral
Grant’s great liking for horses he had coneluded, inasmuch as
he would never be able to ride again, that he would like to give
his horse to him; that he desired that the horse should have a
good home and tender eare and that the only condition that
he would make in parting with him would be that the person

receiving him would see that he was never ill-treated, and
| 206 ]
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GENERAL SHERIDANS “"WINCHESTER™

“Winchester™ wore no such gnudy trappings when he sprang " up from the South, at break of day™ on that
famous ride of Qetober 19, 1864, which has been immortalized in Thomas Buchanan Read’s pocm. The silver-
mounted saddle was presented Inter by admiring friends of his owner.  The sleek neck then was dark with
sweat, and the quivering nostrils were flecked with foam at the end of the twenty-mile dash that brought hope
aniel covrage to an army and turned defeat inbo the overwhelming victory of Cedar Creek,  Shenidan himself
waz as careful of hiz appearanes as Custer was irregular in his field dress. He waz always eaceful of his borse,

but in the field decked him in nothing more elaborate than a plain MceClellan saddle and army blanket.



should never fall into the hands of a person that would ill-treat
him. "This promise was given and General Grant accepted the
horse and ealled him * Cineinnati.”  "This was his battle charger
until the end of the war and was kept by him until the horse
died at Admiral Ammen'’s farm in Maryland, in 1878.*

About this time (Januvary, 1864) some people in Illinois
found a horse in the southern part of that State, which they
thought was remarkably beautiful. They purchased him and
sent him as a present to my father. This horse was known as
“Fgypt ™ as he was raised, or at least came from southern I1li-
nois, a distriet known in the State as Egvpt, as the northern
part was known as Canaan.

GENEHRAL LEES “ TRAavELLER ™

The most famous of the horses in the stables of (veneral
Lee, the Confederate commander, was “ Traveller,” an iron
gray horse. He was raised in Greenbrier County, near Blue
Sulphur Springs, and, as a colt, won first prize at a fair in
Lewishburg, Virginia. When hostilities commeneed between
the North and the South, the horse, then known as * Jeff
Davis,” was owned by Major Thomas 1. Broun, who had
paid $175 (in gold) for him. Lee first saw the gray in the
mountains of West Virginia., He instantly heeame attached
to him, and always ealled him * my colt.”

In the spring of 1862, this horse finally Dbecame the

*ECImeinnali™ was the son of * Lexington,”™ the fastest fowe-milz
thoroughbred in the United States, time 7:19%] minutes.  * Cincinoali ™
nenrly eopuabed the speed of bis half-brother, " kentucky,”™ and Grant was
offered #10,000 in gold or ils equivalent for him, but refused. He was
sevenleen hoods bigh, and in the estimation of Grant was the finest horse
that e had ever seen.  Granl rarely permitted anvone Lo mount the lioese
—iwn exeeptions were Admirm]l Doniel Ammen smd Lineoln,  Ammen
anved Grant'’s life from deowning while a school-boy,  Geant says: “Lin-
el spent the Intter davs of his hfe with mee, He eame to City Poinl o
the last month of the war and was with me all the time. He was a fine
horseman and rode my horse * Cineinnati * every day."—T, F, 1.




GENERAL ALFRED PLEASONTON ANID HIS HORSE

This i3 the horse which General Pleasonton brought with him from Utah in 1861, This charger earried
him through the Peninsular campaign when be was o mnjor i the Second Covaley, commanding the reg-
ment and covering the march of the Federal army to Yorktown, August 18 and 19, 1862, It bore him at
Antictam, Fredericksburg, and Chancellorsville, where Plesonton distinguished himself by checking the
flank attack of the Confederates on the Federal right, and perhaps it stepped forth a little more proudly
when its owner was given command of the entire eavalry eorps of the Army of the Potomac on June 7,
1883, This photograph was taken at Palmouth, Ya., in the latter vear,  Genersl Plepsonton iz riding the
same charger in the photograph of himself and Custer used to illustrate the battle of Gettyshurg on poage 257,
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property of the general, who paid $200 in currency for him.
He changed the name of his charger to * Traveller " and
from the date of purchase it became almost a daily sight to
see the commander astride the gray, riding about the camp.

There were a number of battle horses in Lee's stables dur-
ing the war. There were ™ Grace Darling,” * Brown Roan,”
" Luey Long,” " Ajax,” and * Richmond,” but of them
all “ Traveller ” beeame the especial companion of the general.
The fine proportions of this horse immediately attracted atten-
tion. He was gray in color, with black points, a long mane
anl Imlg flowing tail. e stood sixteen hands high, and was
five vears old in the spring of 1862, His figure was muscular,
with a deep chest and short back, strong haunches, flat legs,
small head, quick eves, broad forehead, and small feet. His
rapid, springy step and bold carriage made him conspicuous
in the camps of the Confederates. On a long and tedious
march with the Army of Northern Virginia he easily carried
Lee’s weight at five or six miles an hour, without faltering, and
at the end of the day's hard travel seemed to be as fresh as at
the beginning.

The other horses broke under the strain and hardships;
“Luecy Long,” purchased by General * Jeb" Stuart from
Stephen Dandridge and presented to Lee, served for two years
in alternation with “ Traveller,” but in the fall of 1864 became
unserviceable and was sent into the ecountry to recuperate.®
“ Richmond,” * Ajax,” and " Brown Rean” each in turn
proved unequal to the rigors of war.

* “Lucy Long.” second to “Traveller” in Lee's affections, was re-
ealled from the country just before the svacuation of Richmond; but duwr-
ing the confusion she was placed with the publie horses and sent to Dan-
ville, and Lee lost all trace of his war-horse. A thorough search was made,
and fnally, in 1868, he was discoversd and brought to Lexinglon bo pass ler
days in leisure with General Lee and * Troveller,”™  After o number of yenrs
the mare beeame feeble and seemed to lose interest in life, and when * Lucy

Leng ™ reached about thirty-three years of age a son of General Lee mens-
fully ehiboroformed the vwteran war-horse of the Army of Northern Virginia.




GENERAL RUTUS INGALLS' CHARGER

Like General Grant’s * Cincinneti,” this horse was present at Lee's surrender at Appomattox.  Major-
General Bufus Ingalls was ehief guarlermaster of the Army of the Potomas., After the surrender lae
asked permission o visit the Confederate lines and renew his acquaintance with some old friends, class-
mates and companions in arms,  He returned with Cadmus M. Wileox, who had been Grant’s groomsman
when he was married; James Longstrect, who had also been at his wiedding; Heth, Gordon, Pickett, and n
numbser of others. The American eagle is plainly visible on the major-general’s saddle-cloth, which the
charger is wearing,  The whale outfit is spick and span, though the double bridle is not according to army

regrulntions, and General Ingalls even enjoved the luxury of o dog at the time this photogmph was taken,
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But * Traveller " sturdily accepted and withstood the
hardships of the campaigns in Virginia, Maryland, and Penn-
svlvania. When in April, 18635, the last battle of the Army of
Northern Virginia had been fought, the veteran war-horse was
still on duty. When Lee rode to the Melean house at Appo-
mattox Court House, he was astride of * Traveller,” and it
was this faithful four-footed companion who earried the South-
ern leader back to his waiting army, and then to Richmond.

When Lee became a private citizen and retired to Wash-
ington and Iee University, as its president, the veteran war-
horse was still with him, and as the years passed and both
master and servant neared life’s ending they became more
closely attached.®*  As the funeral cortége accompanied Lee
to his last resting place, * Traveller " marched behind the
hearse, his step slow and his head bowed, as if he understomd
the import of the oceasion,

GENERAL MCCLELLAX'S HORSES

While General McClellan was in command of the Army
of the Potomae, in 1862, he had a number of war-horses.
The favorite of them all was * Daniel Webster,” soon called
by the members of the general’s staff * that devil Dan,” be-
cause of his speed with which the staft officers had great dithi-
culty in keeping pace. During the battle of the Antietam the
great horse earried the commander safely through the day.

* Daniel Webster ™ was a dark bay about seventeen hands
high, pure bred, with good action, never showing signs of fa-
tigrie, no matter how hard the test. He was extremely hand-

¥ I]u;inp. the life of “Traveller™ after the war, he was the pet of the
vounlryside about Lexington, Va.  Many marks of affection wers showerns)
upon him.  Admiring friends in England sent two sets of equipment for
the veteran war-horse,  Ludies in Baltimore, Md., bestowed anotber
highly decornted set, and another came from friends at the Confedernbe
eapital, Richmond. Bul the sct that seemed to most please “Traveller™
was the one sent from St Lowis, in Missouri,




GENERAL RAWLINS MOUXNT

It is a proud little darkey boy whe is exercising the horse of a general—John Aaron
Rawling, the Federal hrigadier-general of volunteers, who was later promoted to
the mnk of major-genernl, U, 8. A, for gallant and meritorious services during
the campaign terminating with the surrender of the army under General Lee.
The nohle horse himself is booking around with o mildly inguiring air at the strange
new instrument which the photographer is leveling at him.
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some, with more than ordinary horse-sense.  He was a fast
walker, an important requisite in a commander's charger. but a
disagreeable quality for the staff officers whose horses were
kept at a slow trot. After MeClellan retired to private life,
“Dan " beeame the family horse at Orange, N, .J., where he
died at the age of twenty-three. MeClellan said: ™ No soldier
ever had a better horse than I had in * Daniel Webster," "

McClellan also had a charger named * Burns,” a fiery
black, named after an army friend who gave the horse to Me-
Clellan. His one failing was that at dinner time he would balt
for his oats regardless of how much depended on MeClellan's
presence on the battlefield at the eritical moment, as in the bat-
tle of the Antietam. Running at dinner time became so much
an obsession with " Burns ™ that MeClellan was always eareful
not to be mounted on him at that hour of the day.*®

GENERAL sHERAMAN'S HORSES

General Sherman's best war-horse was killed early in the
Civil War, at the battle of Shiloh, where he led the right wing
of the Federal army against General A. 8. Johnston's Confed-
erate legions. Two of his other chargers were killed while
being held by an orderly. OF the manvy horses that earried
Sherman through the remaining vears of the struggle, two had

* The Editor has vivid recollection of " Little Muac™ in April, 1862
(then at the height of his popularity), during a ride from Fort Monroe to
Big Bethel, being the first day’s march of the Army of the Potomac toward
Yorktown, Va, The wriler commanded the eseorl (o sepininclron, Seeond
L. 8 Cavalry), and durng the ten or twelve miles of the route coversd al
a gallop, between double lines of infantry, halted for the moment to per-
mit the commanding general to pass, the air was literally *rent ™ with the
cheers of the troops, filled with high hopes of an early entrance to the
Confederate eapitel,  As the brlbant staff, Teacled by the young ehieftain of
magnebic presence, with bared hesd, mounted on " Black Burps," swepl
along amid clatter of hoof, jingle of equipment. and loud hurrahs, the
thought came to the writer that thus the " Little Corporsl™ was wont o

(T. F. R)

iIHEIiI'l: hiz cheveted legions bo boud meclaim of Vire U Ewperenr.
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GENERAL BUTTERFIELD, A WELL-MOUNTEL INFANTRY GENERAL

This i= o photograph of the wellaounted chicf-of-sta and corps commander of the Army of the Potomae. 1t was the custom of
generals whio had been infantry officers to set their own pace. regandless of their ravalre escorl,. A cavalrvmas detafled 1o esoort
him tells the fidlowing atoFy: We sfarted et with Geerral Botterfield one '.‘|I'|;|' ] the PPotomsc to meet Confederale offaves in
redation to the ochange of prissners. My regiment was ordercd ould G0 escort himi, The infantry offcers. pecustomed to riding alome,
macle ther way rr;.l.n'.h'u af thirs ewcarts, ail inaide of half an hour my column was distributed over bwe milea of feadl: Gesera] Bt ber-

fieledl alid mot ndapt his riding to the pace of the escort and madde it very difficubi for the savaley to follow him.”
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& particular place in the general’s affections—* Lexington ™
and * Sam.” The former was a hentucky thoroughbred, and
his fine action attracted the admiration of all who saw him.
When the Federal forees finally entered and oceupied Atlanta,
in 1864, Sherman was astride of “ Lexington ": amd after
peace was declared, in 1865, the general rode the same horse
in the final review of his army in Washington,

¥ Sam " was a large, half-thoroughbred bay, sixteen and a
half hands high. He possessed great speed, strength, and en-
durance, The horse made one of the longest and most difficult
marches ever recorded in history, from Vieksburg to Wasling-
ton, through the cities of Atlanta, Savannah, Columbia, an:l
Richmond., He had a rapid gait, and could march five miles
an hour at a walk, While under fire * Sam " was as calm and
stendy as his brave master. Ie was wounded several times,
while mounted, and the fault was usually due to Sherman's
disregard of the horse’s anxiety to seck cover.  In 1863, Sher-
man retived ™ Sam ™ to a well-earned vest, on an [linois farm,
where he received every mark of affection. The gallant war-
horse died of extreme old age, in 1884,

GEXNERAL JACKSON'S HORSES

General Thomas J. (* Stonewall ) Jackson, the great
Southern leader, had his favorite battle charger, which at the
beginning of the war was thought to be about eleven vears old.
On May 9, 1861, while Jackson was in command of the gar-
rison at Harper's Ferry, a train load of supplies and horses,
on the way to the Federal camps, was captured. Among the
horses was one that attracted Jackson's attention. He pur-
chased the animal from his quartermaster’s department for his
own personal use.  The horse, named * Old Sorrel,” earried
Jackson over many of the bullet-swept battlefields and was
with Jackson when that officer fell before the volley of his
own men at the battle of Chancellorsville, During the swift
campaign through the Shenandoah, in 1862, when Jackson




AN “AIDE"™ OF GENERAL GRANT

A photograph of hittle “Jeff Davis,” a pony thal won General Geant's approval al the siege of Vickshorg
by hix easy gait. General Grant was suffering with a carbuncle and needed a horse with easy paces, A
cavalry detachment had captured a suitable mount on the plantation of Joe Doz, brother of the President
of the Confederacy, and that is how the little black pony came by his name. The great Union general was
more apt to eall him “Little Jefl."  The general used him throughout the stege, but he felt that the com-
manding general on the battlefield should have a larger mount, and “Jeff Daviz™ in thiz photograph iz

apparently saddled for an orderly or aide.  The little horse remained with General Grant until he died.
|o—4i]
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marched his * foot cavalry * towards the citadel at Washing-
ton, the horse was his constant companion,

In 1884, a state fair was held at Hagerstown, in Mary-
land, and one of the most interesting sights was that of the vet-
eran war horse, © Old Sorrel,” tethered in a corral and quietly
munching choice bits of vegetables and hay. Before the fair
was ended nearly all the mane and hair of his tail had disap-
peared, having been plucked by seores of relic hunters.  For
many vears after the cessation of hostilities, Jackson's gallant
old war-horse was held in tender esteem at the South.

When the veteran battle charger died, admirers of Jack-
som sent the careass to a taxidermist and the gallant steed now
rests in the Soldier’s Home in Richmond, Virginia.®

Wi

RIExZ] "

Geeneral Sheridan’s charger was foaled at or near Grand
Rapids, Michigan, of the Black Hawk stock, and was brought
into the Federal army by an officer of the Second Michigan
Cavalry, He was jrrr,'-mm{'{'-:i to Sheridan, then eolonel of the
regiment, by the officers, in the spring of 1862, while the regi-
ment was stationed at Rienzi, Mississippi: the horse was nearly
three vears old, He was over seventeen hands in height, pow-
erfully built, with a deep chest, strong shoulders, a broad fore-
head, a elear eve and of great intelligence. In his prime he
was one of the strongest horses Sheridan ever knew, very
active, and one of the fastest walkers in the Federal army.
* Rienzi " always held his head high, and by the quickness of
his movements ereated the impression that he was exceedingly
impetuous, but Sheridan was always able to control him by a
firm hand and a few words. He was as cool and quiet under
fire as any veteran trooper in the Cavalry Corps.

At the battle of Cedar Creek, October 19, 1864, the name
of the horse was changed from “ Rienzi ” to * Winchester,”
a name derived from the town made famous by Sheridan’s ride

* From the Confederate Veteran.

GENERAL SHERIDAN'S




R T TEC R T H__mw-...r._ ETEL R ] ._:u: .F.._._r__u..._ __r_i NUEL AW HRHEL PR -_T_ﬂhﬁ._u.:_nu_ Mg
..._..._.____:u_h_ Alf} Sy i SELEY ] ..y.-__.n.._.w_n s .:n- Jean I__n._.r.__h.q_ L.s.._ﬂ"__._. ..___.- Jiv PO
EM[ywa| Ay pruw “ELIE A _.____.-___-_ EUTEL .ru_.r__:_.-__. L .ﬁ."-ﬁ_ MNP ] ], LT SRy e ......___h#.
aggy o Arpuepe oy o fAdageepn yd) wesliumgg wnag pogelopa el s e giledogogd
MY JO 1] M T R friprems ..:.._u __.:. s U] Uir saldHfs ___“_.._u_ LIRS e N .ur._.n_ [PIUILA PR T

NAKNANTVAY.D HILL

e E T LT T

W dauaws )] o sipmnuos Jap s Fummuagey fpuepaa am sdo] Snjuepe]  Cpadolic
ML [l 2y ey s peank saj oy e oo serEn angesl agp cdepw LR
paspanag aag dn Fmem s samLm gopmpy gy g saopn S e gilusogogl a) dheo|
1] T [ A SR o s il sy ) il s ARk 21 Su0 g 1 S azal ],
"R JO Sy s @ puwgs dums oy g pued) o pednosd pumsimog s s g

TIY 1SRN




ar-#inrses of Leaders and Troopers ¢ +

to save his army in the Shenandoah Valley, Poets, seulptors,
and painters have made the charger the subject of their works.
Thomas Buchanan Read was inspired to write his immortal
poem, ** Sheridan's Ride,” which thrilled the North.

From an account of this affair in * Seribner’s Magazine,”
by General G. W. Forsyth, who accompanied Sheridan as
aide-de-eamp, the following is quoted:

The distance from Winchester to Cedar Creek, on the north bank of
which the Army of the Shenandoah lay encamped, is a little less than
minetoen miles, Az we debiouehed inta the Belds . . . the general would
wave his hat to the men and point to the front, never lessening his speed
as he pressed forwand, It was enough,  One glanee at the eager faee
and famslinr black horse andd they knew him nnd, starting bo their fect,
they swung their eaps around their heads and broke inte cheers as he
I‘m.-iﬂwr En'jrum:l. them s and then gathering up theie belongings started
after him for the front, shouting to their comrades farther out in the
ficlds, ** Sheridan! Sheridan! " waving their hats and pointing after

“him as he dashed enward. . . , So rapid had been our gait it I:'u:.'rl]‘l.}"
all of the escort save the commanding officer and a few of his best
mounbed men had been distanced, for they were more Iwn\.‘il:p‘ u'ﬂig'hh.'il
and ordinary troop horses could not live at such a pace.

In one of the closing scenes of the war—Five Forks—
Sheridan was personally directing a movement against the
Confederates who were protected by temporary entrenchments
about two feet high. The Federal forces, both cavalry and in-
fantry, were suffering from a sharp fire, which caused them to
hesitate, * Where is my battle-flag? ™ eried Sheridan, Seiz-
ing it by the staff, he dashed ahead, followed by his com-
mand, The gallant steed leaped the low works and landed the
Federal general fairly amid the astonished Southerners. Close
behind him eame Merritt’s cavalrymen in a resistless charge
which swept the Confederates backward in confusion. The
horse passed a comfortable old age in his master’s stable and
died in Chicago, in 1878; the lifelike remains are now in the
Museum at Governor's Island, N. Y., as a gift from lus owner.

[810]
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GENERAL sTUARTS * HIGHFLY "

The battle horse, " Highfly," carvied General * Jeb”
Stuart through many campaigns and had become his favored
companion. The intelligenee and faithfulness of the steed had
many times borne the dashing eavalier through desperate per-
ils. In the summer of 1862, at Verdiersville on the plank road
between Fredericksburg and Orange, in Virginia, Stuart was
stretehed out upon a bench on the porch of the tavern, awaiting
the arrival of General Fitzhugh Lee with whom he desired to
confer on the next movement of the cavalry, * Highfly " was
unbridled and grazing in the vard near the road. The elatter
of horses aroused the Confederate general, and he walked to
the roadway, leaving behind on the bench his hat, in which was
a black plume, the pride of Stuart’s heart. Suddenly, horse-
men dashed around the bend in the road and Stuart was within
gunshot of Federal eavalry., He was nonplussed; he had ex-
pected to see Fitzhugh Lee.  Mounting his faithful and speedy
bay he soon left the chagrined cavalry far behind, but the foe
carried away the hat with its black plume,

GENERAL MEADE'S “ BALDY

In the first great battle of the Civil War, at Bull Run,
there was a bright bay horse, with white face and feet, His
rider was seriously wounded. The horse was turned back to
the quartermaster to recover from his wounds received that
—~——| day. Later, in September, General Meade bought the horse
= 4 and named him ¥ Baldv.” Though Meade became deeply
attached to the horse, his staff officers soon began to complain
of the peculiar pace of “ Baldy,” which was hard to follow.
He had a racking gait that was faster than a walk and slow
for a trot and compelled the staff, alternately, to trot and then

-H__H‘CF:'I to drop into a walk, eausing great discomfort.
'\'\—-\_—h-.

: * Baldy's " war record was remarkable. He was wounded
= ' twice at the first battle of Bull Run; he was at the battle of

Drainesville; he took part in two of the seven days™ fighting
[412]
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THE HALT

On this and the opposite page are shown types of the horses for which the Northern States were ransacked
to furnish mounts for the staff and regimental officers of the Union armies.  Small wonder that this magnifi-
cent, well-groomed animal has excited the admiration of his own master who is critically looking him over.
The uificer is Captain Harry Page, quartermaster of the Headguarters of the Army of the Potomae, sl
sequently colonel and chief quartermaster of the cavalry corps under Sheridan.  Thiz was one of the most
wrduotis posts of duty in the entive service, and one whose necessities during the severe campaigns up the
Shenandoah Valley, and around Richmond, kept the young colonel always upon his mettle, e has culti-
vated the ahility to rest and relax when the opportunity arrives. He iz evidently awaiting the arrival of his
wagon-train, when he will agnin become sctive at the pitching of the tents and the parking of the wagons.
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around Richmond in the summer of 1862: at Groveton, August
20th, at the second battle of Bull Run; at South Mountain and
at Antietam. In the last battle the gallant horse was left on
the field as dead, but in the next Federal advance ™ Baldy ™
was discovered quietly grazing on the battle-ground, with a
deep wound in his neck, He was tenderly cared for and soon
was again fit for duty, He bore the general at the battles of
Fredericksburg and Chaneellorsville,  For two davs * Baldy ™
was present at Gettysburg, where he received his most grievous
wound from a bullet entering his body between the ribs, and
lodging there. Meade would not part with the gallant horse,
and kept him with the army until the following spring.

In the preparations of the Avmy of the Potomac for their
last campaign, " Baldy ™ was sent to pasture at Downingtown,
in Pennsvlvania.  After the surrender of Lee’s army at Ap-
pomattox, Meade hurried to Philadelphia where he again met
his faithful charger, fully recovered. For many vears the horse
and the general were inseparable companions, and when Meade
died in 1872, the bullet-scarred war-horse followed the hearse.
Ten vears later * Baldy ™ died, and his head and two fore hoofs
were mounted and are now cherished relies of the George G.
Meade Post, Grand Army of the Republie, in Philadelphia.

GENERAL THOAMAS “ #inny "

The “Rock of Chickamaugn,” General George H.
Thomas, possessed two intelligent war-horses, both powerful
and large, and able to carry the general, who weighed nearly
two hundred pounds. Both horses were bays: one named
“ Billy ™ (after Thomas' friend, General Sherman) was the
darker of the two, about sixteen hands high, and stout in build.
He was, like his owner, sedate in all his movements and was not
easily disturbed from his habitual ealm by bursting shells or the
turmoil of battle. Fven in retreat, the horse did not hurry his
footsteps unduly, and provoked the staff by his deliberate pace.

“ Billy" bore General Thomas through the campaigns in
[314]




AN OFFICER'S MOUXNT

Captain Webster, whose horse this s, showed o I|L'IJ:t|. pride in his steed.  Observe how the
reins are hitched over the saddle to exhibit the arched neck to the best advantage. The
eqquipment 18 regulation except for the unhooded stirrups, I has the prefernble single line,
curh hit, no breast strap and no martingale.  The saddle is the MceClellan, so-called beeause
adopled through recommendations made by General George B, MeClellan after his official
European tour in 1860, although it was in reality a modification of the Mexican or Texas
tree, It wos on excellent saddle, and in an improved pattern remained after fifty years
of trial still the standard saddle of the United States regular cavaley, In its original
form it was covered with rawhide instead of leather, and when this covering split the
seat became very uneomfortable to the rider. Captain Webster used a saddle eloth instead
of the wsual folded blanket, His horse's shiny coat shows recent thorough grooming.
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middle Tennessee and northern Georgia. He was on the fields
of Chickamanga and Chattanooga, and marched with the Fed-
eral host in the advance upon Atlanta. From Atlanta, he next
moved to Nashville where his master engineered the crushing
defeat to the Confederate arms in the winter of 1864, the last
battle in which Thomas and * Billy "' participated.

2

GENERAL HOOKER'S © LooxouT ™

General Hooker first became acquainted with his famous
charger, “ Lookout,” while the animal was stabled in New
York, and when Louis Napoleon, the French emperor, and
an English gentleman of wealth were bidding for its purchase.
Napoleon repeatedly offered the owner a thousand dollars for
the horse. Hooker finally obtained him and rode him in the
campaigns in which he later participated.

* Lookout ™ was raised in Kentucky, and he was a three-
quarters bred, out of a half bred mare by Mambrino. He was
of a rich chestnut eolor, stood nearly seventeen hands high, and
had long slender legs., Despite his great height, the horse was
known to trot a mile in two minutes and forty-five seconds.
When the battle of Chattanooga occurred, the horse was seven
years old. It was here that the animal received its name of
* Lookout.”  The grandeur of * Lookout's™ stride and his
height dwarfed many gallant war-horses and he has been
termed the finest charger in the army.

GENERAL KEARNY'S HORSES

General Philip Kearny was a veteran of the Mexican
War, with the rank of captain. It had been decided to equip
Kearny’s troop (First United States Dragoons) with horses
all of the same color, and he went to Illinois to purchase them.
He was assisted in the work by Abraham Lincoln and finally
found himself in possession of one hundred gray horses.  While
engaged in battle before the City of Mexico, mounted upon

one of the newly purchased gravs, * Monmouth,” Kearny was
[316]




WHEXN SLEEK HORSES WERE PLEXTIFUL—YORKTIMWN, 1862

Coefederate winler quarters mear Yorkiown, Virginia, which had passad into Federal hasda,
When MeClellan moved 1o the Peninsula in the spring of 1562 he had but few cavalry, bt
every officer was provided with a kandseane charger oo which he pranced gnily up and down
the lines. “Little Mac™ himself rede preferably st full speed. His appenmnce was the
ln;j'n.ul for an oullusrst of r||.ﬂ'H:1H. Il was ko be & '||:|.r|.'|i|_- F..l.rnlL- o 1l '|'-|'||-|'\-|'|_'|Ii|'||'ﬂ.1| armay
to the Confederste mapital. 1t is presumable that the portly officer in the center of the pictime
has bost soene weight, amil the chargers some sleckness before thiey were throngh with Lee amld
dackson,  To such an extent had overwork and disease reduesd the numbser of cavalry borses
l||.'|lr1-.I:||]' MeClelsn's sefreal feom the Penlnsula that when General Stusrt made his raid into
Penmsylvania, October 11th of the snme vear, anly gight humbred Federnl cavalry could Le
metinled o follow him, Usder date of Oetober 218, MeClellan wrate bt General Halleck:
* Exclusive of the eavalry force now engaped in picketing the river, | have not ot present
aver one LChousand horses for serviee. Without mere onvalry horsiea our communicalions
from the moment we march worhl be at (he merey of the large cavalry foree of the eneeny.'
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wounded in an arm, which was finally amputated. During the
Civil War, Kearny had many excellent animals at his com-
mand, but his most celebrated steed was * Moscow,” a high-
spirited white horse, On the battlefield, * Moscow ™ was con-
spicuous because of his white coat, but Kearny was heedless of
the protests of his staff against his needless exposure.

Another war-horse belonging to General Kearny was
* Decatur,’ a light bay, which was shot through the neck in the
battle of Fair Oaks or Seven Pines. ™ Bayard,” a brown horse,
was ridden by Kearny at this battle, and his fame will ever
stand in history through the poem by Stedman, " Kearny at
Seven Pines.” At the battle of Chantilly, Kearny and “ Bay-
ard " were advancing alone near the close of the struggle,
when they met with a regiment of Confederate infantry.
* Bayard " instantly wheeled and dashed from danger, with
Kearny laying flat upon the horse’s neck. A shower of bul-
lets fell about the general and his charger. They seemed about
to escape when a fatal bullet struck the general.

The leader of the Southern legions in the West, Gen-
eral Albert Sidney Johnston, rode a magnificent thorough-
bred bay, named * Fire-cater,” on the battlefield. The steed
stood patiently like a veteran when the bullets and shells hur-
tled about him and his master, but when the command came
to charge, he was all fire and vim, like that Sunday in April,
1862, the first day of the bloody battle of Shiloh.

Among the hundreds of generals’ mounts which became
famous by their conspicuous bravery and sagacity on the battle-
fields, were General Fitzhugh Lee's little mare, * Nellie Gray,”
which was killed at the battle of Opequon Creek; Major-
General Patrick R, Cleburne's * Dixie,” killed at the battle
of Perryville; General Adam R. Johnson's “ Joe Smith,”
which was noted for its speed and endurance; and General
Benjamin F. Butler's war-horse, “ Almond Eye,” a name de-

rived from the peculiar formation of the eves of the horse.
. [318]
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CHAPTER

TWELVE

MOUNTING THE CAVALRY
OF THE UNION ARMY

AN ORLDERLY WITH AN OFFICER S MOUNT



A THOUSAND FEDERAL CAVALRY HORSES

Lovers of horses will appreciate, in this photograph of 1864, the characteristic friendly fashion in which the
cavalry “mounts™ are pathering in deep communion.  The numerousz gronps of homses in the corrals of the
preat depot at Giesbore, I3, C., are apparently holding a series of conferences on their prospects in the coming
battles. Presently all those who are in condition will resolve themselves inbo o committes of e whobe
and go off to war, whenee they will return here only for ||-.".|.~:I|-51:1] treatment,  The corrals ab Gieshoro could
easily contain & thousand horses, and they were never overcrowded. It was not until the true value of
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"TALKING IT OVER™

cavalry was diseoversd, from the experience of the first tao vears of warfore, that this great depol was es-
tablished, but it was most efficiently handled. Giesboro was a greal teacher in regard to the cape of
horses.  Cavalrymen learned what to puard against.  The knowledge was acquired partly from field service,
but in a preat messuee from Uie opportunity for leisurely observation, an opporlunity somewhat annlo-
gous to that of a physician in & preat metropolitan hospital where every kind of a physical problem
has ito be salved.



THE MOUNTING AND REMOUNTING
OF THE FEDERAL CAVALRY

By Chanres D. Ruooes
Captain, General Staff, United States Army

5 has been indicated in a preceding chapter, the result

of organizing a great mass of untrained cavalry and
putting it into the field without adequate instruction, resulted
in a tremendous loss in horse-flesh to the Federal armies.
During the first two vears of the war, two hundred and eighty-
four thousand horses were furnished the eavalry, when the
maximum number of cavalrymen in the field at any one time
did not exeeed sixty thousand men. In February, 18635, Gen-
eral Halleck stated that the expenditure of cavalry horses dur-
ing the preceding vear had been somewhat less than one hun-
dred and eighty thousand, while the expense of the eavalry in
horses, pay, forage, rations, clothing, ordnance, equipments,
and transportation, was quoted by him as having reached the
enormous sum of one hundred and twenty-five million dollars
for the single year alone,

The great number of casualties among the horses was due
to many causes, the least of which, it may be said, was through
death in battle. Ignorance of inspecting and purchasing of-
ficers, poor horsemanship by untrained men, control of tactical
operations of eavalry by officers ignorant of its limit of endur-
anece, the hardships inseparable from the great raids of the
war, and last but not least, the oftentimes gross inefficiency and
ignorance on the part of responsible officers as to the care of
horses in sickness and in health—all cooperated toward 1m-
mense financial loss and temporary military inefficieney.

As late as April, 1864, Sheridan reported the horses of
[ o]
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CAVALRY STABLES AT ARLINGTOXN—THE GREAT CORRAL IN THE DISTAXCE, 8] MILES
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INTERIOR VIEW OF CAVALRY 2TABLES AT ARLINGTON

The stress of “'u:-hzllﬂlul'. pe-erd Tl '|]|n|||H!‘H|L1| Ll war with the clutter of horses” hools. Mounted nides. coticsera, Lie J.:rlll'h|| wbafl,
the cfficers of Lthe various regiments stationed v and abowt e l':|i|i|n| all haal thair Limrprn-. anid Giesbarn was Loo (ke awny 1o stable
theme, In the lefe-kand comer of the upper pictare, the Giesbor corrl showm on the following pages cam ke seen in the distance,
A glamce ni the :'I'dll.lr,:l'lljﬂ'. will skow that the corral was {oo far away ko be convenient for horses in use Is '“;HHIIEiIH:I.:I. It is theee
amil a half milee as the crow e from Arlinglon to the corral,  The photographer has written an the face of the lower photogmph
the date, *Junes #3, 186L" At this moment Granl was swinging his cavalry toward I'.r\-l_-l,'rl'l.luJ'S.
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his command worn out by the mistaken use of mounted men
to protect trains—a duty which could be as well and much
more economically performed by infantry; and by the unneces-
sary picket-duty, encircling the great infantry and cavalry
camps of the Army of the Potomae on an irregular curve of
nearly sixty miles.

In October, 1862, when serviee in the Peninsula cam-
paign and in that of the Army of Virginia, had brought the
number of mounted cavalrymen down to less than a good-sized
regiment, MeClellan wrote Halleck:

It 1= nbsolubely necessnry that some energetic mensures be tnken bo
supply the cavalry of this army with remount horses. The present rate
of supply is 1,050 per week for the entire army here and in front of
“.rrwh;ughln. From this number the :l.l‘l!il.h‘."l'y deaw for their hatteries.

The demand for horses was so great that in many cases
they were sent on active service before recovering sufliciently
from the fatigue incident to a long railway journey, In one
case reported, horses were left on railroad cars fifty hours with-
out food or water, and were then taken out, issued, and used
For immediate serviee in the field.

T'o such an extent had overwork and disease reduced the
number of cavalry horses in the Army of the Potomae, that
when the Confederate general, Stuart, made his daring raid
into Pennsvlvania, in October, 1862, only eight hundred Fed-
eral eavalrvmen could be mounted to follow him.

OFf eourse the original mounting of the cavalry. field-artil-
lery, and field- and staff-officers eaused a great demand for
suitable chargers throughout the North, The draft animals
required for transportation purposes increased the scarcity of
suitable horses.  Furthermore, with the unexpected losses dur-
ing the first vears of the war came such a dearth of animals
suitable for the cavalry serviee, that in course of time almost
any remount which conformed to the general speeifieations of
a horse, was thankfully accepted by the Government.




SHELTER FOR SIX THOUSAND HORSES AT GIESBORO

Thirty-two immense stables, besides hospitals and other buildings, provided shelter for gz thoozand horses
at the big eavalry depot, District of Columbia, but most of the stock was kept in open sheds or in eorrals.
The stockyards alone covered forty-five neres.  The stables were large, well-lighted buildings with thou-
eands of scrupulously clean stalls. The horses were divided into serviceable and unserviceahle classes,
About sixty per cent. of the horses received from the field for recuperation were returned to active service,
Five thousand men were emploved in August, 1863, to rush this eavalry depot to completion. Its main-
tenance was one of the costly items which aggregated an expenditure by (e Union Government of 81,0600,
000 o day duning the entire pertod of the war—an expenditure running even as high as 24,000,000 8 day.

|
|

THE BARRACKS AT GIESBORO
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Most of the animals used by the Union cavalry were pur-
chased by contract from dealers for a stated sum per head.
Many of the mounts were not thoroughly broken, while not
a few were absolutely unbroken. But no horse was so wild
and unmanageable that some trooper could not be found, more
than willing to undertake the animal's training. In fact, many
cavalrymen took particular pride in having broken the horses
which they rode in campaigns.

At the beginning of the war, when horses were being re-
ceived from the West in ear-load lots and shipped to the new
regiments, some effort was made to organize troops of the same
eolor—hblacks, gravs, bays, and sorrels—and to maintain this
harmonious coloring from the remounts received from time to
time. But after the regiments were fairly initiated into real
campaigning and the losses in horseflesh became serious, all
thought of coloring troops and regiments was abandoned, and
the one idea was to secure serviceable mounts and remounts
of any color, size, or description,

It is related of one cavalry eolonel, whose regiment had
been in several engagements and who had lost more than half
his horses, that he appealed most eloquently to the guartermas-
ter, for a supply of remounts. ™ Colonel,” said the quarter-
master in reply, “ I'll tell yvou frankly that we haven't five
pounds of horse for each man to be mounted.”  * That won't
help much,” retorted the colonel, testily; * we were thinking
of riding the brutes, not of eating them.”

The continual complaints as to the quality of the horses
furnished, the tardiness with which remounts were supplied,
and the inadequacy of conveniences for recuperating broken-
down horses in the field, led to the establishment, in the vear
1863, of the Cavalry Bureau, with General George Stoneman
as its first chief, followed soon after by General Kenner Gar-
rard, But it was under General James Harrison Wilson that
the Cavalry Bureau reached its greatest efficiency.

This war bureau was charged with the organization and
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IN BARRACKS
A COMFORTABLE SPOT
FOR THE CAVALRY TROOPER

These envalrymen of *64 look comfortable enough in their barracks at Gieshoro. When the cavalry depot
was cstablished there in G35, i was tie custom bo have the brompers return bo the dizmounted camp near Wash-
ington to be remounted and refitted.  Some “eoffec-conlers ™ purposely lost their equipments and neglected
their horses in the field in order to be sent back for a time to the comfartable station.  The order was finally
given by Genernl Meade to forward all horses, arms, and equipments to the soldiers in the field. Whilethe men
in this photograph are very much at ease and their lolling attitudes would seem to denote peace rather than
war, they are probably none of them self-indulgent troopers who prefer this luxurious resting-place but ane
part of tha garrison of the post charged with defending the valuable depot. There are many Civil War photo-
graphs of cattle on the hoof, but this picture contains the only representation of a sheep that has come to light.
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equipment of the cavalry forces of the army, and with the pro-
viding of mounts and remounts. The inspection of horses for
the latter purpose was ordered to be made by experienced cav-
alry officers, while the purchasing was under the direction of
officers of the Quartermaster’s Department of the army.

Under the general charge of the Cavalry Bureau, six
principal depots were established at Giesboro, District of Co-
lumbia; St. Louis, Missouri; Greenville, Louisiana; Nashville,
Tennessee ; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and Wilmington, Dela-
ware, for the reception, organization, and diseipline of cavalry
recruits, and for the collection, care, and training of horses,

The principal depot was at Giesboro, Distriet of Columbia,
on the north bank of the Potomac, below Washington, and
consisted of a site of about six hundred and twenty-five acres
for which the Government paid a rental of six thousand dollars
per annum.  Stables, stock-vards, forage-houses, storehouses,
mess-houses, quarters, a grist-mill, a chapel, and wharves, were
soon constructed, and within three months after taking posses-
sion {August 12, 1863) provision had been made for fifteen
thousand animals; and within three months more, arrangement
had been made for the care of thirty thousand animals, although
twenty-one thousand was the largest number on hand at any
one time, The wharves afforded facilities for three steamers of
the largest class to load simultaneously; the hospitals had ac-
commodation for two thousand six hundred and fifty horses;
five thousand men were employed during the eonstruetion
period, afterward reduced to fifteen hundred; while thirty-
two stables, besides hospitals and other buildings, gave shelter
to six thousand horses. Most of the stock was kept in open
sheds or in corrals, these stock-vards alone covering forty-five
acres, each yard being furnished with hay-racks and water-
troughs, and having free access to the river. The estimated
cost of the Giesboro Depot was $1,225,000.

The remount depot at St. Louis covered about four hun-
dred acres, and had a foree of nearly eleven hundred employees




CAVALRY TO GUARD THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBLA.

Between June and December, 1863, just at the time that the Giesboro remount depot was established,
four companies of the Fiest Distriet of Columbin Cavalry (A, B, C, and I¥) were organized,  These com-
mands were assigned to special serviee in the District of Columbia, subject only to the orders of the War
Department,  The thovsands of mounts at Gieshoro were not many miles from the track of the Confederate
ratders, and presenbed o templing prise to them,  But carly im0 1864 the *Matrict™ cavalry were ordered
away to southeastern Yirginia, where they served with Kaulz's cavalry division in the Army of the James,
during the Petersburg and Appomattox campaigns.  Colonel Lafayelte O, Baker, in command of thiz eav-
alry, reported an encounter with Moshy, 1o whose depredations their organization was chiefly due, on October
22 1863: “2ir: This morming about ten o'clock a detachment of my battalion, under command of Major
E. I, Conger, and o detachment of the Californin battalion, under command of Coaptain Eigenbrodt, encoun-
tered a squad of Moshy's men zome three miles this side of Fairfax Court House and near the Little River
turnpike. One of Mosby's men (named Charles Mason) was shot and instantly killed. The celebmted
ruerrllas, Jack Barns, Ed. Stratton, and Bl Harover, were eaptured and forw arded to the (Hd Capitol
Prison.  These men state that they were looking for Government horses and sutlers” wagons, None of our
force were injured,”  Colonel Baker was in the Pederal Seeret Sepviee, and used these cavalrymen as his
police.  Eight additional companies were subsequently organized for the First District of Columbia Cavaley
at Augusta, Maine, January to March, 1864, but after some serviee with Kautz's cavalry, these were con-
solidated inte two companics and merged into the First Maine Cavalry,
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blacksmiths, earpenters, wagon-makers, wheelwrights, far-
riers, teamsters, and laborers in many departments.

The stables were long, well-lighted buildings with thou-
sands of scrupulously clean stalls. From five to ten thousand
horses were usually present at the depot, nearly evenly divided
between serviceable and unserviceable classes—the latter class
being again divided into convalescents and condermned animals,
The condemned horses were those declared unfit for further
military service, amnd unless afflicted with some incurable dis-
ability, were sold at publie auetion.

About fifty per cent. of the horses received from the field
for recuperation were returned to active service, “ fit for duty.”
More than half of the remainder were recuperated sufficiently
to be sold as condemned animals, while less than one-fourth of
the unserviceable animals received, died at the depot or were
killed to prevent further suffering.

The bane of the eavalry service of the Federal armies in
the ficld was diseases of the feet. * Hoof-rot,” * grease-heel,”
or the “ seratches ™ followed in the wake of days and nights
spent in mud, rain, snow, and exposure to eold, and caused
thousands of otherwise serviceable horses to become nseless
for the time being.

Sore backs became common with the hardships of cam-
paigning, and one of the first lessons tanght the inexperienced
trooper was to take better care of his horse than he did of him-
self.  The remedy against recurrence of sore backs on horses
was invariably to order the trooper to walk and lead the dis-
abled animal. With a few such lessons, eavalry soldiers of
but short service became most serupulous in smoothing out
wrinkles in saddle-blankets, in dismounting to walk steep hills,
in giving frequent rests to their jaded animals, and when op-
portunity offered, in unsaddling and cooling the backs of their
mounts after hours in the saddle. Poor forage, sudden changes
of forage, and overfeeding produced almost as much sickness
and physical disability as no forage at all.

[330]
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A RIDING COB
IN WASHINGTON, 1863
NOT THE S0RT

FOR CAVALRY

This skittish little cob with the eivilian saddle, photogeaphed at the headquarters of the defense of Wash-
ington south of the Potomae, in 1863, was doubtless an excellent mount upon which to ride back to the
Capital and pay calls. But experience soon taught that high-strung hunters and nervous cobs were of
little or no use for either fghting or campaigning. When the battle was on and the shells began to seream
a small proportion of these pedigreed animals was sufficient to stampede an entire squadron.  They
took fright and bolted in all directions. On the other hand, they were far loo sensitive for the arduous
night marches, and lost in nerves what they gained in speed. A few of them were sufficient to keep a
whole ecolumn of horses who would otherwise be patiently plodding, hends down, actually stumbling
along in their sleep, wide awake and restive by their nervous starts and terrors, The short-barreled, wiry
Virginin horses, almost as tireless as army mules, proved to be far their superiors for active serviee.
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In its cantonment at Brandy Station, during the winter
of 1864, the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac was nearly
ruined by increasing the ration of grain to make up a de-
ficieney in hay. During the famous Stoneman raid ([ Mareh
and April, 1863) an entire cavalry division was without hay
for twenty-one days, in a country where but little grazing was
possible.  During Sheridan's last raid, in 1863, nearly three-
fourths of the lameness of his horses was due to an inveluntary
change of forage from oats to corn,

But much of the breaking-down of cavalry horses was
merely inseparable from the hardships and privations which
every great war carries in its train, and which the most expe-
rienced leaders cannot foresee or prevent.

In General Sheridan’s march from Winchester to Peters-
burg, February 27th to March 27, 1863, each trooper carried
on his horse, in addition to his regular equipment, five days’
rations in haversacks, seventy-five rounds of ammunition, and
thirty pounds of forage. On General James 1. Wilson's
Selma expedition, each trooper carried, besides his ordinary kit,
five days' rations, twenty-four pounds of grain, one hundred
rounds of ammunition, and two extra horseshoes.

A remarkable ease, illustrating the conditions surrounding
the war service of cavalry regiments, was that of the Seventh
Pennsylvania Cavalry. In April, 1864, this regiment started
on a march from Nashville, ‘Tennessce, to Blake's Mill, Geor-
gia. It had nine hundred and nineteen horses fresh from the
Nashville remount depot, and among its enlisted men were
three hundred reeruits, some of whom had never been on a
horse before,

In a little over four months, the regiment marched nine
hundred and two miles, not ineluding fatiguing picket duty
and troop scouting. During this period, the horses were with-
out regular supplies of forage for twenty-six days, on scanty
forage for twentv-seven days, and for seven consecutive days
were without food of any kind. In one period of seventy-two
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WHERE THE FEDERAL CAYALRY WAS TRAINED

Gieshoro, 1. O, where the um‘lh_'.' of I:hl.-.’l.ml}'-:-th.' Patomae was remounted after August, 1569, was also their ddll and training camp.
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A BIG REAPONZEIBILITY—PORT CARROL, GIERBORD, Id ©

Millions of dollars worth of Gevernment property was entrusted to the men who occupied these barrscks at Fort Carmol, Giesbosa,
In . The original cost of the cavaley depol was estinated at a million and o quarier dodlass, and there were immense stones of fedder,
medicine, cavalry equipment, snd supplies at the depot, besides the value of the horses themselves. The Union Government's appro-
priatioas for the purchase of lorses for the period of the war moanted to 8133804915, The avernge contract price per head was §140,
=0 that spproximstely 525,768 horses were el in the Unlon armics, Giesboro was the largest of the Government's cavalry depots,
and it must have been an anxious tinse for those responsibile for the presecvation of all this wealth when Early threatened Waskington.
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hours, the horses remained saddled for sixty hours. During
the expedition, two hundred and thirty horses were abandoned
or died, and one hundred and seventy-one were killed or cap-
tured by the Confederates—a total loss of four hundred and
one animals, or nearly fifty per cent. of those starting on the
march. With such hardships, it is little wonder that it became
necessary to send thousands of horses back to the depots for
rest and recuperation.

But, of course, one of the main purposes of the great
horse-depots of the Civil War period, was not te recuperate
horses already in the military service, but to receive, condition,
and issue thousands of animals purchased throughout the
country for army use.

During the fiseal year ending June 30, 1864, the Federal
Government purchased 188,718 horses in addition to 20,308
captured from the Confederates and reported; while during
the first eight months of the yvear 1864, the eavalry of the Army
of the Potomac, alone, was supphied with two complete re-
mounts or nearly forty thousand horses.

The price paid to contractors by Federal purchasing
agents averaged about $160 per head, and occasionally really
high-class horses found their way into the lots received at the
depots.  More often, however, the reverse was the case, and the
imspectors of horses were usually at their wits' ends detecting
the many frauds and tricks of the horse trade, which dealers
attempted to perpetrate on the Government.  Men otherwise
known to be of the staunchest integrity seem to lose all sense
of the equity of things when it comes to selling or swapping
horses; and this is partieularly the case when the other party to
the transaction is the Government, a corporate body incapable
of physieal suffering and devoid of sentiment,

The Gviesbore depot received between January 1, 1864,
and June 30, 1866—a period of two and one-half years—an
aggregate of 170,654 cavalry horses.  Of this number, 96,006
were issued to troops in the field, 1574 were issued to officers,




AN ARTILLERY OFFICERS MOUNT A QUARTERMASTERS MOUNT

Mounts wero required by atalf and reginental offcers, ne well as for the cavalry asd mounted artilery. 5o greal was the demand
that during the second year of the war any guadmped that amswersd to the general specifications of & horse wasseized upon.  Theso
fine animabs bsok as §f they hod been ohitnbned cady in the war.  The seeond and thind shew n “ 1. 5." brand on the shoulder.
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48,721 were sold, and 24,321 died. In addition to this number,
over 12,000 artillery horses were handled at the depot.

While the capacity of the 5t. Louis depot was thirty
thousand animals, it was never completely filled—the service-
able remounts being promptly forwarded to regiments in the
field, and the recuperating animals being held only long enough
to render them servieeable or to determine whether they would
not respond to further rest or veterinary treatment. The hos-
pitals for the accommodation and treatment of disabled animals
were probably the most eomplete of their kind existing at that
time: but after it had been demonstrated that an animal could
not be nursed back to the military service, it was a matter of
economy to dispose of him to some enterprising bidder for the
average price of thirty dollars per head.

The depot system or caring for Government stock, receiv-
ing those newly purchased and recuperating those returning
sick or disabled from the field, proved a measure of the great-
est economy to the Federal Government, in addition to its
marked effect on the military efficiency of the mounted service,
The value of the animals returned to duty with regiments from
the St. Louis depot alone, in excess of what the same animals
would have been worth at public auction as condemned articles
of sale, was in a single year nearly two hundred thousand dol-
lars more than the entire operating expenses of the plant.

When it is remembered that there were six large depots,
all engaged in handling the mounts and remounts of the great
Federal armies, and that the depots at Giesboro and St. Louis
comprised but a part of this complex system of administration
and supply, the tremendous responsibilities imposed upon the
Cavalry Bureau of the Federal War Department may be
appreciated and understood.




AN HOMNOR MAN OF THE REGULARS

Firsi-Sergeant Conrad Schimidt of the Second
Unmited States Cavalry—a fine type of the ™ reg=
ular* trooper.  He was decomted for galloping ko
the assistance of his r::pl‘.uin. whose orse had leen
killed m n charge. moumfimg the officer hehind
him usder Bre amil cGiling off to safety. although
hiz own horse had beem wounded im five places,
This was ab the Opequon, Seplember 10, 1584,
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